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A Large Colleétion of ancient Fewifh and Heathen Teftimonies to the 
Truth of the Chriftian Religion, with Notes and Obfervations. 
Vol. 1. Containing the Fewifh Teftimonies, and the Teftimanies 
of Heathen Authors of the firft Century. By Nathaniel Lard- 
ner, D. D. 4to. tos. 6d. Buckland, Waugh, &c. 


/ EFORE we prefent our Readers with a view of what is 

} contained in this volume, we cannot, as friends to the re- 

ligion of our country, forbear exprefling the grateful fenfe we = 

have of the eminent fervice our leartied and worthy Author has ‘9 
done to the caufe of Chriftianity, by his excellent writings in 

defence of it. Of the many able Writers that have appeared ir Ks 
i prefent age, as Advocates for the truth of the Chriftian re- 4 
igion, there are none, in our opinion, that deferve to-be-pre- 

ferred to Dr. Lardner; few, indeed, that can be compared with 


Bis him. In pointof learning, his mérit is very confiderable; but, 
} what is much more valuable than mere learning, there is a pleaf- 
; | ing fimplicity in his mariner of writing, and a very uncommon 
: | degree of candour and impartiality. He feems to have nothing 
. in view but the difcovery of truth; fcorns the mean and con- 
. f temptible arts of mifreprefentation, . or concealing objeétions 
4 : and difficulties, and gives his Readers a fair and full view of his 
s fubject. How amiable is fuch a character! How worthy of 
6 : imitation ! 


4 In his preface to the work now before us, he gives a fhort ac- 
- count of the principal modern Writers who have made collec¢- 


7 . tions of thiskind; and then goes on as follows : 

7 ) * One fault in my work may be reckoned to be very obvious, 
4 which is the prolixity of it. In regard to which, I beg leave te 
- | fay beforehand, that] aim to be diftin& and particular. Thefe 


_— _ Ver. XXXII. B | things 
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things have been already flightly touched upon by many. I 
propofe to enlarge, and fet them in a fuller light. IT alledge paf- 
fages of ancient Authors at length. I fettle their time; I dif- 
tinguifh their works, and endeavour to fhew the value of their 
teftimonies. I intend likewife to alledge the judgements of di- 
vers Jearned Moderns who have gone before me in this fervice. 
All the perfecutions of this time are a part of my fubject, as 
they were appointed by edicts of Heathen Emperors, and were 
carried on by Heathen Governors of Provinces, and Officers un- 
der them. I fhall have an opportunity to fhew the patience and 
fortitude of the primitive Chriftians ; and the ftate of Judaifm, 
Gentilifm, and Chriftianity, in the firft four centuries. As moft 
of the Authors to be quoted by me, are men of great diftinction 
in the Republic of Lettcrs, fome occations will offer for critical 
obfervations, which cannot be all declined. But nice and intri- 
cate queftions will be carefully avoided, that the whole may be 
upon the level with the capacities of all, who are inquifitive, 
and difpofed to read with attention. 


¢ In the firft volume are the Jewifh Teftimonies, and the 
Teftimonies of Heathen Authors; who lived in the firft century, 


‘ In the fecond volume are Heathen writings of the fecond 
century. “Among which are the Letter of the Younger Pliny 
to Trajan, and that Emperor’s Refcript; which will give oc- 
cafion for thany obfervations concerning the fufferings of the 
Chriftians at that time, and afterwards: and the remains of 
the work of Celfus againft the Chriftians, preferved in Origen. 
Which afford an early and very valuable teftimony to the genu- 
inenefs of the books of the New Teltament, and to the truth 
of the evangelical hiftory. _ 


¢ In the third volume will be Ulpian, Dion Caffius, Por- 
phyrie, Hicrocles, and other Heathen Writers, and a Hiitory 
of the feveral perfecutions of the Chriftians in.the third century, 
concluding with that of the Emperor Dioclefian. 


¢ The fourth and laft volume, (not yet finifhed) in which 
will be the Emperor Julian, Ammianus Marcellinus, Libanius, 
and other Heathen Writers of the fourth and fifth centuries, 
may be as entertaining as any of the reft: but it cannot be fo 
important. Julian, in his work againft the Chriftians, may 
mention the names of the Evangelifts, and of the other Writers 
of the New Teftament, and quote the books more diftin@ly 
than Celfus. But his teftimony to the Scriptures in the fourth 
century, cannot be fo valuable as that of Celfus in the fecond. 
However, thefe alfo deferve to be collected, and put together in 
their proper order. We fhall there fee the laft ftruggles of ex- 
piring Gentilifm, and fome attempts to reftore it, after it had 
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been for a while exploded with fcorn.and‘difdain.. And we may, 
meet with more than a few men of great learning, and fine abi- 
lities, who were ftill tenacious of the ancient rites, and fond of 
all the fables, upon: which they were founded, and by which. 
they had been long upheld.and encouraged. | 


© The Author profeffes great impartiality. For'which reafon 


he is not without hopes, that his work, notwithftanding fome ’ 


imperfections, may be approved by the candid of every deno-- 
mination. If it fhall be of fome ufe to promote good Jearning, 
and true religion, he will have great reafon to be well pleafed.’ . 


The Jewith Teftimonies to the Truth of the Chriftian Reli= 
gion, are contained in feven chapters; in the firft of which the 
Doétor fhews, from the books of the New Teftament, and from 
other ancient writings, that many of the Jews believed in Jefus 
as the Chrift; and obferves, that their teftimony well deferves 
our regard, fince they muft have aéted under as great difcourage- 
ments as can be conceived ; muft have undergone the keeneft 
reproaches from the unbelieving Jews their neighbours, for re- 
ceiving a perfon as the Meffiah, who inftead of working out a 


great deliverance for their nation, as was generally expected, 


and earneftly defired, had himfelf undergone an ignominious 
death.—* For my own part, fays he, I always think of thefe. 
early Jewifh Believers with peculiar refpec&t. [am not able to 
celebrate all the virtues of their willing and fteady faith, under 
the many difficulties which they met with. But I am perfuaded, 
that when the Lord Jefus fhall come again, he will beftow 
marks of diftin@ion upon thofe who extricated themfelves out 
of the fnares in which their clofe connections with others had 
involved them.’ 


The fecond chapter contains a few paffages from ancient 
Chriftian Writers; fhewing the early and continued enmity of 
the unbelieving Jews to Chriftians of every denomination. 


In the third and fourth chapters, we have a very full and dif- 
tinct view of Jofephus’s teftimony tothe accomplifhment of our 
Saviour’s predictions, concerning the deftruction of the city and 
temple of Jerufalem, of his works and character, of the ftate 
of things in Judea, in the days of our Saviour, and fome time 
before; of the occafion of the Jewifh war. with the Romans, 


&c. &c. 


In the eighteenth book of Jfofephus’s Jewifh Antiquities is 
the following paflage, as tranflated by our Author.—* At that 
time lived Jelus, a wife man, if he may be called aman. For 
he performed many wonderful works. He was a Teacher of 


fuch men as received the truth with pleafure. He drew over to 
B 2 him 
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Him many Jews and Gentiles. This was the Chrift. And 
when Pilate, at the inftigation of the chief men amongft us, 
had condemned him to the crefs, they who before had conceived 
an affe&tion for him, did not ceafe to adhere tohim. For on 
the third day he appeared to them alive again, the divine Pro- 
phets having foretold thefe, and many other wonderful things 
ceacerning him. And the fect of the Chriftians, fo:called from 
him, fubfifts te this time.’ 


' Fhis paffage is received by many learmed men as genuine; 
by others it is rejected, as an interpolation. Itis allowed on alk 
hands, that it is in all the copies of Jofephus’s works now ex- 
tant, both printed and manufcript. Our learned Author, how- 
eyer, brings many ftrong arguments for calling it in queftion, 


the principal of which are thefe following : 


It is not quoted, nor referred to, by amy Chriftian Writers 
before Eufebius; who flourifhed at the beginning of the fourth 
century. ‘A teftimony fo favourable to Jefus in the works of 
Fofeplrusy who lived fo foon after the time of our Saviour; who 
was fo well acquainted with the tranfactions of his own coun- 
try; who had received fo many favours from Vefpatian and Ti- 
tus, could not have been overlooked, or neglected, by any 
€hriftian Apologift. But it is never quoted by Juftin Martyr, 
Element of Alexandria, Tertullian, or Origen, men of great 
learning, and well acquainted with the works of Jofephus. 


_ This paflage was wanting in the copies of Jofephus which 
were feen by Photius in the ninth century. | Photius revifed the 
works of Jofephus, asa Critic; he has in his Bibliothéque no 
lefs than three articles concerning Jofephus, but takes no notice 
of this paflage; whence it may be concluded, that it was want- 
ing in his copies, or that he did not think it genuine. 


It interrupts the courfe of the narration, and therefore is not 
genuine. Jofephus is a cool and fedate Writer, very exact in 
connecting his narrations, and never fails to make tranfitions, 
when they are proper or needful. 


If Jofephus wete the Author of this pafiage, it would be rea- 
forrable to expect in him frequent mention of Chrift's miracles ; 
whereas; he is every where filent about them. Jofephus was a 
Pharifee ; he believed the miracles of Mofes, and the Jewith 
Prophets ; he believed a Divine Providence fuperintending hu- 
man affairs, the immortality of the foul, and the rewards of a 
future ftate ; and he is willing enough to relate extraordinary 
things, or fuch things as had an appearance of being fo. He 
tells a ftory of Eleazat’s difpoffeffing a Demon by virtue of fome 
ineantations, and the ufe of a certain reot called Baanas; he 
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rélates a dream of Archelaus, and another of Glaphyra,. as conr 
firming the doétrine of the immortality of fouls, and the belief 
of a Divine Providence concerning itfelf about kuman affairs 5 
he relates, both in his Hiftory of the War, and in-his Antiqui- 
ties, another filly ftory concerning the accomplifhment of a 
prediction of tide: an Efen.—Would any man pleafe himfelf 
with fuch poor things.as thefe, and relate them to the world.as 
matters of importance, fays:our Author, if he had any sefpect 
for the doétrine and miracles of Jefus Chrift? No. He was 
either unacquainted with them, or refolutely filent about them. 


If it be afked, how this paflage came to be in the works of 
Jofephus; the Doctor anfwers, that probably fome learned 
Chriftian, who had read the works of Jofephus, thinking ‘it 
ftrange that this Jewifh Hiftorian fhould fay nothing of Jefus 
Chriff, wrote it in the margin of his copy, and thence it:came to 
be afterwards inferted into many copies of the works of Joe 
phus, tho’ for a confiderable time not into all: accordingly, 

hotius did not fee it in that copy whichhe madeufe of 


Suppofing Jofephus not to have faid any thing of Jefus Chrift, 
fome may afk; What could te the reafon of it? and how: it 
‘can be accounted for? This queftion, our Author thinks rather 
curious than judicious and important; and fays it may be diffi- 
cult to propofe a folution that fhall be generally approved of. 
He hazards a few obfervations, however, upon the point, which 
may be acceptableto many of our Readers. 


It is eafy to believe, fays he, that all Jews who were cotem- 
porary with Chrift, or his Apoftles, and did not receive Jefus as 
the Chrift, muft have been filled with much enmity againft him 
and his followers. We are affured by early Chriftian Writers, 
of good credit, fach as Juftin Martyr, Tertullian, and others, 
that the ruling part of the Jewifh nation induftrioufly fpread 
abroad falfe and injurious reports, among the nations, concern 
ing the Followers of Jefus. But the polite and learned Wri- 
ters, fuch as Juftus of Tiberias, and Jofephus, might think it 
expedient to be filent. They had nothing to fay againft Jefus, 
or the Chriftians, with any appearance of truth and credibility. 
They, therefore, thought it better to be filent, and thereby, if 
pofible, bury them in utter oblivion. ) 


‘ Itis not eafy to account for the filence of Jofephus any other 
way. Many things are omitted by him, of which hecould not 
be ignorant. He muft have known of the maflacre of the in- 
fants at Bethlehem,  foon after the birth of Jefus.“- The arrival 
of the Wife Men from the Eaft, who were conduéted bya ftar, 
gave concern not only to Herod, but to all Jerufalem. - Mate. 
m. 8, Jofephus wasea Prieft, He could not but have heard of 
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the vifiori 6f Zacharias, the father of John the Baptift, at the 
temple: Luke i. And it was a thing very proper to have hada 
place in his Hiftory. ‘The prophecies of Simeon and Anna at 
the temple, ‘and other things that happened there about that time, 
as we may think, muft have been well known to him. Then 
the preaching and miracles of our Saviour, and his Apoftles, at 

erufalem, and in Galilee, and all over Judea: the crucifixion 
of Jefus at Jerufalem, at the time of a Paffover, the darknefs 
for three hours at Jerulalem, and all over Judea; the death of. 

ames the brother of John, at Jerufalem, by Herod Agrippa, 
All thefe things mult have been well known to him. 


© Moreover, before jofephus had finifhed his work of the 
Jewith Antiquities, or even the Hiftory of the Jewifh War, 
Chriftianity had {pread very much in Afia, and in other parts, 
and at Rome itfelf, where allo many had fuffered, and that fe- 
veral years before; the final ruin of Jerufalem, and the Jewith 
nation: The progrefs of the Chriftian religion was a very con- 
fiderable event. And it had its rife in Judea, 


© The fect of the Chriftians, which had its rife in Judea, and 
confifted partly of Jews, partly of men of other nations, was 
as numerous, or more numerous, in the time of Jofephus, than 


-any of the three Jewifh fects, the Sadducees, Pharifees, and 
-Effens, whofe principles are particularly defcribed by him in the 


War, and in the Antiquities, And therefore, as we may think, 
were deferving of notice. But they were not Jewifh enough. 
They were not entirely Jewifh. And they were followers of a 
Jeader whom our Author did not, and could not efteem, confift- 
ently with his prevailing views and fentiments. 


¢ Jofephus was well acquainted with affairs at Rome, and in 


all the fettlements of the Jewifh people in Afia, and parts adja- 


cent. Heis as exact in the account of the feveral fucceffions in 
the Roman empire, as any Roman Hiftorian whatever. Whata 
long and particular account has he given of the cqnfpiracy againft 
Caligula, and his death, and the fucceffion of Claudius ? 


* I do not fay, that Jofephus had read the books of the New 
Teftament.. He might have come to the knowlege of moft of 
the things juft mentioned another way. They are great and re- 
markable events, about which ‘a.contemporarg, and a man of 


.good intelligence, engaged in public life, could not be ignorant. 


His filence therefore about Chriftian affairs, is willful and af- 


fected. It cannot be owing to ignorance. And muft therefore 


be afcribed to fome other caufe, whatever it maybe, 


* His profound filence, however, concerning the ‘affairs of 
the Chriftians in his time, is no objection to their truth and re- 
glity, The Hiftory of the New Teftament “has, in it all the 

: marks 
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marks of credibility that any Hiftory can have.. Heathen Hif- 
torians of the beft credit, have born witnefs.to the time of the 
rife of the Chriftian religion, the country in which it had, its 
origin, and who was the Author of it, and its fwift and early 
progrefs in the world. 


¢ Of all thofe things which are recorded in the Gofpels, and 
of the progrefs of Chriftianity afterwards, we have uncontefted 
evidence from the evangelical Writers themfelves, and from ans 
cient Chriftian Authors, ftillextant, and from Heathen _ee 
concurring with them in manv particulars... 


¢ And Jofephus, the Jewifh Hiftorian, who believed not in 
Jefus, has recorded the hiftory of the Jewifh people in Judea, 
and elfewhere; and Sarticulacly the ftate of things in Judea,” 
with the names of the Jewifh Princes, and Roman Governors, 
during the miniftry of our Saviour‘and his Apoftles. Whereby, 
as formerly fhewn at large, he has wonderfully confirmed, tho’ 
without intending it, the veracity, and'the ability, of the evan- 
gelical Writers, and the truth of their Hiftory. He has_alfo, 
as we have now feen in this volume, bore teftimony to the ful- 
filment of our Lord’s predictions, concerning the coming trou- 
bles and afflictions of that people: which is more eredible, and 
more valuable, than if given by a believer in Jefus, anda friend 
and fayourer of him. So that though all’ the paflages in his 
works, which have been doubted of, fhould: be rejected ; he 
would be {till a v ery ufeful W riter, and his works very valianbles 


‘ Jofephus knew how to be filent when he thought fit, and 
has omitted fome things very true and certain, and well known 
in. the world, In his preface to the Jewifh Antiquities, he en® 
gages to write of things, as he found them mentioned in the 
jacred books, without adding any thing to them, or omittin 
any thing in them, And yet he has faid nothing of the golden 
calf, es by the Jewifh people in the wildernefs :\ thus drop- 
ping an important narrative, with a variety of incidents, record- 
ed in one,of the books of Mofes himfelf, the Jewith Lawgiver, 
the moft facred of al) their Scriptures. 


© The fin of the molten calf is alfo mentioned in other books 
of the Old-‘Teftament, inthe confeflions.of pious Ifraelites ;. as 
Neh. ix. 28: ‘and Pf. evi. 19. Neverthelefs Jofephus chofe to 
obferve total filence about it. 


© A learned Critic obferyed fome while ago, as fomewhat ve- 
ry remarkable, that Jofephus has never once mentioned the 
word Sion, or Zion, neither in his Antiquities nor in his Jewifh 
War; though there were fo many occafions for it; and though 
it is fo often mentioned in the ‘Old‘as well’as-the New Telta- ° 
B 4 meen, 
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ment. And he fufpects that omiffion to be owing to defign and 
ill-will to the Chriftian caufe. — 3 7 


¢ And if I was not afraid of offending by too great prolixity, 

I fhould now remind my Readers of a* long argument of old 
date, relating to the afleffment made in Judea, by order of Au- 
uftus, at the time of our Saviour’s nativity, near the end of 
erod’s reign, recorded by St. Luke ch. ii. I+ then quoted a 
paflage from the Antiquities of Jofephus, whence it appears, 
that there were then great difturbances in Herod’s family. And 
there were fome Pharifees, who foretold, or gave out, ** That 
God had decreed to put an end to the government of Herod, and 
his race, and transfer the kingdom to another.” Jofephus here 
takes great liberties;. And though he was himfelf a Pharifee, 
and at other times fpeaks honourably of that feét, he now ridi- 
cules them. He fays, ‘¢ They were men who valued themfelves 
highly for their saat knowlege of the laws. And talking much of 
their intereft with God, were greatly in favour with the women, 
Who had it in their power tocontroul Kings : extremely fubtle, 
and ready to attempt any thing againft thofe whom they did not 
like.” But it appears, that the King who was then talked of, 
and who was to be appointed, ‘ according to the prediétions 
of the Pharifees,” was a perfon of an extraordinary character. 
For he fays, that Bagoas, an ¢unuch in Herod’s palace, ‘* was 
elevated by them, with the profpect of being a father and bene- 


faétor to his country, by receiving from him a capacity of maf 


yiage, and having children of his own,” 

¢ All thefe particulars, though not expreffed with fuch gravity 
as is becoming an Hiftorian, and is ufual in Jofephus, cannot 
but lead us to think, that he was not unacquainted with the 
things related in the fecond chapter of St. Matthew’s Gofpel. 
Says the Evangelift: ‘* Now when Jefus was born in Bethleéni 
of Judea, in the days of Herod the King, behold there came 
wife-men from the Eaft to Jerufalem, faying: Where is he that 
39 born King of the Jews? for we have feen his ftar in the Eaft, 
and are come to worfhip him. _ When Herod the King had 
heard all thefe things, he was troubled, and al] Jerufalem with 
him.” The word rendered traubled, is of a middle meaning. 
How Herod was moved, may be eafily gueffed, and is well 
known. The inhabitants of: Jerufalem were differently moved 
and agitated; partly with joyful hopes of feeing their Meffiah, 


_ © Credibility, P.i. B. 2. ch. i, Vol. Il. p. 628. . . 645. the 
third edition.” ie , APES. 

+ The quotation is, as above, p. 628. . . . 630, taken from the 
Antiquities, L. 17. cap. 2. §4. p. 831. Havercamp, © 
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King of the Fews;. partly filled with apprehenfions from Hergd’s 


jealoufy, and the confequences of ‘it. 

< It feems to me, that Jofephus had then ‘before ‘him yood 
evidences, that the Meffiah was at that time born into’ the world, 
But he puts all off with a jeft,, Perhaps; thereiisnot any other 
place in his. works where he is fo ludicrous.. Weare not there+ 
fore to expect, that ever after he fhould take any notice of the 
Lord Jefus, or things concerning him, if he can avoid it. 


© And why fhould we be much concerned about any defedls 
in this Writer’s regard for Jefus Chrift, and his followers ; who 
out of complaifance, or from felf-interefted views, or from @ 
miftaken judgment, or fome other caufe, fo deviated from. the 
truth, as'to afcribe the fulfilment of the Jewifh ancient prophes 
cies concerning the Meffiah, to Vefpafian, an idolatrous Prince, 
who was hot'a Jew by defcent, nor by religion; who was nei~ 
ther of the church, norof thefeed of Ifrael ? | 


‘ Jofephus was a man of great eminence and diftin&tion -a-. 
mong his people. But we do not obferve in him a ferioufnefg 
of fpirit becoming a Chriftian; nor that fublimity of virtue 
which is fuited to the principles of the Chriftian religion. Nor 
do we difcern in him fuch qualities as fhould induce us;to think, 
he was one of thofe who were well difpofed, and. were not far 
from the kingdom of God. He was a Prieft by defcent, and early 
in the magiftracy, then a General, and a Courtier,.and in al} 
fhewing a worldly mind, fuited to fuch ftations and employ- 
ments. Infomuch that he appears to be one of thofe, of whom, 
and to whom, the beft Judge of men and things faid: ** How 
can ye believe, who receive honour one of another, and feek 


not the honour that cometh from God only !” 

The fifth chapter contains the Teftimonies of the: A4/hnical 
and Talmudical Witers.—In the fixth, our learned Author makes 
remarks upon the'age, work, &c, of Jofeph Ben Gorion, ‘or 
Jofippon, aperfon of a very extraordinary character, who wrote 
a Hiftory of' the Jews, in fix books, and has been for fome time 
in great reputation with the learned men of the Jewith nation, 
His work was publifhed, in the Hebrew original, at Conftan- 
tinople, by Rabbi Tham, in the year 1510, and another edi- 
tion made of it at Venice, in1544- © 4 

‘ My Readers cannot but remember, fays Dr. Lardner, that 
our Greek Jofephus, when he gives an account of the determi- 
nation of the Jewifh people to go to war with the Romans, in- 
ferms us, that they’appointed fofeph Ben Gorion, and Ananus 
the High-prieft, to-prefide at Jerufalem. Others were fent as 
Generals into feyeral parts of the country; and himfelf, Jo- 
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feph fon of. Matthias, was appointed Governor of the two Gali- 
lees, together with the Prefeéture of Gamala annexed ta them. 


 & Our Author’s account of the fame determination is to this 
2) “Phe Jews, out of their Generals which were at 
erufalem, chofe three Princes valiant for war, Me Jofeph the 
sieft, valiantofor war with the help of Jehovah, and Ananus 
the Prieft, and Eleazar his'fon, Priefts alfo, and by Jot they di- 
vided to them the feveral parts of the countty, in which they 
fhould carry on the war. . ‘The third part, which. was the firtt 
lot, ‘containing the land of: Galilee and Naphtali, came gut to 
ofeph Ben Gorion the Prieft. _ And they called him Jofippon, 
) ay of ‘ptaife and honour :. forafmuch as he was then anoint- 
rd with the military ointment for the:war. The fecond lot cam¢ 
Sut to Ananus the High-prieft, to govern at Jerufalem and the 
adjoining’ country. The third Jot came out to: Eleazar, fon of 
Ananus, atid what follows.” This fhould be compared with 
what is writ by Jofephus*. 


¢ Thus he adopts the appellation of Jofeph fon of Gorion, 
But perfonates Jofeph fon of Matthias. And like him, he -is 
inted Governor of Galilee. And all along he will be Jo- 
fephus in the main, and another perfon, when he pleafeth. ‘ He 
will alfo'tranfcribe the Greek Jofephus, and copy a large part 
of his Hiftory of the Jewifh War, without, taking any notice 
of him.’ If he differs from him, and adds to him, it is not 
taken out of any other Writers better informed, but from his 
ewn invention‘only.” - “ € 


The Doctor makes feveral extracts from his work, fhewin 
his teftimony to the deftruction of Jerufalem,..by Vefpafian and 
Titus, and tells us, that he is evidently an Impoftor and a Pia- 
giary, who knows nothing of the war of which he writes, but 
what he has'ftolen from another, without naming him.—He is 
placed by' the Doctot inthe tenth century, not very far from 
the beginriing of it, in the yearof Chrift' 930. °° 


‘’ The feventh chapter contains a recolle€tion of the foregoing 
articles, and reflections upon them.—The Teftimonies of an- 
cient H¢athen Authors, are contained in eight very fhort, chap- 
ters; in the’firft of which we have the Epiftle of Abgarus 
King ‘of Edeffa to Jefus, and the Refcript of Jefus to Abgarus. 
As the authority of thefe Epiftles depends entirely upon, Eufe- 
bius, our Author tranfcribes his account at ‘length, from the 
laft chapter of the firft book of his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. ’ 


The leartied are’ divided in their. opinions. n this fubject 5 our 
Author makes the following obfervations upon,it :, ? 


L HAO DUB. Jud. liby ii. Cap. 2@. § 1. 2. 3 : 


‘x, In 
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the Truth of the Chriftian Riigion, it 


¢ 1, In the firft place, ‘then, faye he,’ F'thtnk, “we afe indt'td 
make any doubt of the truth of what Eufebius fays, ‘that all this 
was recorded in the archives’ “of the city Edel, “in’ the yriac 
language, and was thence tranflated into Greek. “Eufebius has 
beer fuppofed by fome to fay, that himfelf tranflated it from 
the Syriac, But that is not-clear: ‘nor isdtcertain that héwne 
derftood Syriac: much lefs have we any reafon’ to fayj that te 
was at Kdeffa, and took this. account from the archives himfeaf, 


‘ 2. This Hiftory is not mentioned by any before Eufebinss 
not by Juftin Martyr, nor Tatian, nor Clement of Alexandria, 
nor Origen, nor by any other. Nor does Eufebius give. ; 
hint of that kind.. He had it from Edeffla. It. was unheard of 
among the Greeks, till his time. But, having received it, he 
thought it might be not improperly tranfcribed into his Ecele- 
fiaftical Hiftory. | . 


© 3,\It'is mot much taken notice of ~ fuceeeding ‘Writers. 
It is not mentioned, I think, by Athanafius, or Grepory 

fen, nor Nazianzen, nor Epiphanius, nor Chryfoftem:. fée- 
rome has once mentioned it, and will be cited by and by.- But 
he has not inferted in his catalogue of Ecciefiaftical Writers, 
either Jefus or Abgarus; neitherof whom would have been omit- 
ted, if he had any refpect for the Epiftles here produced by Eufe- 
bius. This afiair is, indeed, mentioned, or referred to, by 
Ephraim the ‘Syrian, in his Teftament: but'that is not a work 
of fo much authority, as has been fuppofed by forme: and it is 
interpolated in feveral places, both in the Greek and Syriac co- 
pies of it; as was obferved formerly. 


‘4, This whole affair was unknown to Chrift’s Apoftles, 
‘and to the Believers, their contemporaries, both Jews and Gen- 
tils; as is manifeft from the early difputes about the method of 
receiving Gentil Converts into the Church. If Jefus Chrift 
had hinfelf writ.a letter'toa'Heathen Prince; atid had promifed 
to fend to him one of /his Difciples, and if that Difciple had 
accordingly gone to Edeffa, asd there received the King-and his 
fubjets into communion with the Church, without cireum¢i- 
fion, there could have been no room for any, doubt or difpute 
about the method of receiving Gentil Converts to Chriftianity, 
Or if any difpute had arifen, would not this hiftory of the vifit 
of Thaddeus have been alledged?) Which would have been 
fufficient to ptt all to filence.: Nor is there any room to fay, 
that this vifitof Fhaddeus at’ Edefla, was-after St. Peter’s po- 
ine to the hoiife of Cornelius, or after the Council of Teck \- 
‘lem : for itis dated in’the 340 year, that is, of the aera of the 
Seleucidae, or of ‘the Edeflens.” ‘Which is computed ‘to be the 
15 or 16 yeai Of the reign of Tiberius, and the year of Chrift 
‘ ‘ . 29 H 
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29; when, according to many ancient Chriftians, our Lord 
aed, and rofe again, and afcended toheaven. Indeed, I think, 
it is impoffible to reconcile this account with the Hiftory in the 
Adis of the Apoftles. 

Ss. If Jefus had writ a letter to King Abgarus, it would have 
been apart of facred Scripture, and would have been placed at the 
head of allthe books of the New Teftament. But it was never 
fo refpected by any ancient Chriftian Writers. It does not ap-~ 
pear in any Catalogues of canonical books, which we have in 
ancient Authors, or in Councils. In the Decree of the Council 
of Rome, in the time of Pope Gelafius, in the year 496, the 
Epiftle of Chrift to Abgarus, is exprefsly called apocryphal. 
Nor does Eufebius himfelf, upon any occafion, reckon it up 
‘among canonical Scriptures, received by thofe before him. The 
titles of the chapters of his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, are allowed 
to be his own. The title of the chapter which has been juft 
tranfcribed from him is this: A Hiffory concerning the Prince of 
the Edeffens. It was a {tory which he had received. And he after- 
wards. tells us particularly, where he had it. And in the firft 
chapter of the fecond book of the fame work, having men- 
tioned the choice of Matthias in the room of Judas, and the 
choice of the feven Deacons, and the death of St. Stephen from 
the Adis, he recites again.briefly the hiftory before told concern- 
ing Abgarus, and fays: ‘* This we have learned from the hif- 
tory of the antients. Now we return to the facred Scripture.” 
Where he proceeds to relate from the Acts, what followed after 
the martyrdom of St. Stephen. In fhort, though Eufebius would 
not pafs over this affair without notice, he feems not to have 
placed any great weight upon it. And fucceeding Writers have 
better underftood his meaning, than fome of late times, who 
have fhewn fo much regard to this relation. 


¢ 6. It was the opinion of many of the moft learned and an- 
cient Chriftians, that our Lord wrote nothing. Therefore this 
Epiftle was unknown to them, or they did not fuppofe it to be 
vgenuine. To this purpofe fpeak Origen, Jerome, and Au- 
guitin, 


¢ 7, There are feveral things in this Epiftle to Abgarus, which 
are liable to exception. 


¢ 1.) At the beginning of the Epiftle, our Lord is made to 
fay, ‘“* Abgarus, thoy art happy, for as much as thou haft be~ 
lieved in me, though thou haft not feenme. For it is written 
concerning me, that they who have feen me fhould: not believe 
~ jn me, that they who have notfeen me, might believe in me, 
and live.” Says Du Pin, and to the like purpofe fay others : 
#¢ Where are thofe words aor a Does not one fee, that he 
wha 
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St. Thomas: Bleffed are they whe have not \feen; and yet have be= 
lieved. John xx. 29. Words which were ‘not {poken by Jefus 


Chrift until after his refurreétion, and which were not writ uns» 
til long afterwards. Which manifeftly fhews the forgery. of 


this Epiftle.” 


<2.) Our Lord here feems to fpeak more clearly of his refura : 


reGtion, or being taken up to heaven, than he does to the Difci« 
ples in the Gofpels. , 


' © 9.) Chrift here defers to cure Abgarus of his diftemper. He 
tells him, ** That fome time hereafter he would fend one of his 
Difciples to him, who fhould heal him.” Which is altogether 
unworthy of the Lord Jefus, and different from his ufual and 
well-known conduct, who never refufed to grant the requefts of 
thofe who fought to him, and exprefled faith in his power,  In- 
ftead of what is here faid to Abgarus, after commending his 
faith, our Lord would have added, and faid: ** Henceforth 
thou art‘ healed of thy diftemper.” Or, ** Be it unto thee ac- 
cording to thy faith.” Or, ‘* As thou haft believed, fo be it 
done unto thee.” 


‘ This we can conclude from fimilar cafes, recorded by au- 
thentic witnefles. Matt. viii. 13. xv. 28. Mark vii. 29. 


‘8. There are feveral other things in this Hiftory which are 
very liable to exception. 


© 1.) It is faid, that after our Lord’s refurrection and afcen- 
fion, ‘Thomas fent to Edefla, Thaddeus, one of Chrift’s feventy 
Difciples. But Thaddeus was an Apoftle, as we learn from 
Matt. x. 3. and Mark iii. 8. It is likewife here faid, that Ju- 
das called alfo Thomas, fent Thaddeus. Upon which Valefius 
obferves: ** Thomas, who was one of the twelve, was alfo 
ealled Didymus, as we learn from St. John. But that he was 
alfo called Judas, is no where faid, but in this place. For 
which caufe this ftory is juftly fufpected.” Jerome {peaking of 
this matter, fays, “* Ecclefiaftical Hiftory informs us, that the 
Apoftle Thaddeus was fent to Edefla, to Abgarus King of Of- 


rhoéne, who by the Evangelift Luke is called Judas brother of 


James. Luke vi. 16. and Aés i. 13. and elfewhere is called 
Lebbeus. Matt. x. ‘3. Sothat he had three names.” 


© 2.) When Thaddeus comes to Edefla, he does not go imme- 
diately to the King, to whom he was fent, as might-be reafon- 
ably expeéted: but he goes to the houfe of Tobias, where he 
ftays fome while, and works many miracles; which being 


noifed abroad, the King hears of him, and fends forhim. All 


this is very abfurd. If Thaddeus, a Difciple of Jefus, had been 


fent 


the Triath of the Chriftian: Religion. 73° 
who made this letter, alludes to the words of Jefis Chrift to ' 
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fent to the King of Edeffa, he ought, and would have gone to 
him direftly, or would have made application to: ene of the 
Courtiers, to introduce him to the Prince. . This therefore 
cannot be true hiftory, but muft be the invention of fome igno- 
rant, though conceited, perfon. : 


© 3.) “It looks not a little fabulous, fays Mr. Jones, that 
upon Thaddeus's appearing before the King, he ‘fhould fee 
fomewhat extraordinary’ in his countenance, which noneof the 
company elfe could perceive. Eufebius calls it ¢paya meya, a 
great vifion :* Vatefius renders:it divinum nefcio quid, fome divine 
appearance,” 


-&4,) “© The account in the hiftory, fays the fame laborious 
Author, that Abgarus defigned to make war upon the Jews, for 
crucifying Chrift, feems very unlikely: becaufe it is plain, he 
was Prince only of a fmall city, and that at a vaft diftance from 
Judea: and therefore could never be fo extravagant, as to ima- 
gine himfelf able to deftroy fo powerful a nation as the Jews 
then were.” ' 


¢ 5.) Abgarus is faid to have had a grievous and incurable dif- 
temper, for which he defired relief of Jefus. This is faid over 
and over. But what the diftemper was, is not faid. Learned 
Moderns, who are not wanting in invention for fupplying the 
defects of ancient hiftory, fay, fome of them, that it was the 
Gout, others the Leprofy. However, prefently after the cure 


of the Prince, we are told of one Abdus fon of Abdus, whom 
‘Thaddeus cured of the Gout. 


© 6.) We read not of any other city or country, in the firft 
three centuries, where the people were all at once converted to 
the Chriftian faith. If the people of Edefflahad been all Chrif- 
tians from the days of the Apoftles, it would have been known 
before the time of Eufebius, And I may add, that.if this ftory, 
told by our Ecclefiaftical Hiftorian, had been efteemed credible, 


it would have been much more taken notice of by fucceeding 
Writers than it is, 


‘ 7.) I forbear to remark, as I might, upon that expreffion of 


. Thaddeus in his difcourfe with Abgarus: ‘ Jefus Chrift, our. 


Lord and God, fulfilled the will of the Father:” or upon what 
is here faid of Chrift’s defcent into Hell. 


‘g. The obfervations which have been already made, are fuf- 
ficient to fhew, that the Letter of Abgarus to Jefus Chrift, and 
our Lord’s Refcript, cannot be reckoned genuine. The while 
Hiftory is the fiction of fome Chriftian at Edeffa, in the time of 
Eufebius, or not long before. The people of Edeffa were then 
generally Chriftians, and they valued themfelves upon it: and 
they 
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they were willing to dothemfelves the honour of @ very éarly 
converfion to the Chriftian Faith. By fome one; or more of 
them united together, this Hiftory was formed, and-was fe far 
seceived by Eufebius, as to be thought by him not improper tobe . 
inferted in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. Nor could Lomit to.take 
notice of it, -as. great regard has been fhewn to it by fome. But 
all my Readers may perceive, that I bring not in: this thing as.a 
teftimony of the firft antiquity: though it may afford good proof, 
of the Chriftianity of the people of Edeffa, at the beginning of: 
the fourth century, when Eufebius flourifhed, or before,’ | 


The remaining chapters contain the Teftimonies of the elder 
Pliny, Facitus, Martial, Juvenal, Suetonius, &c. The 'Doc- 
tor places Suetonius in his firft volume, and before the younger 
Pliny, becau(fe his teftimony has a near affinity with the particu- 
Jars mentioned by Tacitus. | : 

We fhall conclude this article with obferving, that thoug 
fcarce any thing ‘new is to be expected in a work of this kind, 
the Doétor’s Colle&tion, when compleated, will be the fullef, 
and confequently the moft valuable Collection of Teftimonies to 
the truth of the Chriftian Religion, that is any where to be 


met with. ; Rv 
td 
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Arminius: Or, Germania Freed. Tranflated from the third Edi- 
tion of the German Original. Written by Baron Cronzeck. 
With an hiftorical and critical Preface, by the celebrated 
Profeffor Gottfcheid of Leipfic.. 12mo. 2 Vols. 5s. 
Becket and De Hondt. 


HE. prefent manners of the world are fo very different 

from thofe of the fabled heroic ages, that it is no wonder 
if the greateft charms of Epic poetry have loft their influ- 
ence on, the generality of Readers. We will venture to fay, 
that not even the immortal genius of a Milton himfelf would 
have fucceeded in this fpecies of compofition, had he ftriétly 
confined himfelf to the rules of the Stagyrite. One of the an- 
cient laws of criticifm is, that an Epic Poet fhould make choice 
of a Hero of his own country, and in whofe reputation a whole 
nation is interefted. This ine muft likewife have performed 
fome exploit highly advantageous to his country, both in itfelf 
and its confequences. ‘This law, it is true, has been authorized 
by the practice of Homer and Virgil; and it appears from the 
private hiftory of our Englifh Homer, that when he firft con- 
ceived the defign of an heroic poem, he thought of aéting con- 
formably to it; making choice of King Arthur for his Hero. 
We 





16 Arminius: Or, Gerriiania Freed. 


We éarinot help thinking it, however, a great proof of his 
judgment, that he changed his fuibject for that of Paradife Loft: 
Tn thefe days, whert we have no idea of Heroes lineally defcend- 


ed from Gods, nor of the interpofition of fuch fubordinate Dei- . 


ties, iri favour of theit fuppoted offspring, the higheft charac- 
ters that can be delineated, fall ftill fhort of thofe illuftrious 
perfonages; which are neceflary to fupport the dignity of an he- 
roic poem. The moft ftriking pictures alfo of trie valour, 
imagnanimity, and generofity, the Poet is able to draw, rife fo 
little above the fignal inftances produced in our own times, that 
the whole approaches too near to common life, to have its due 
effe& in exciting the admiration of the Reader. We need only 
mention the unparalleled bravery of a Wolfe, to filence the 
pretenfions of an Agammemnon, an Achilles, pr an Heétor: 
and yet had we now living a Genius equal to Homer’s, we de 
hot conceive the fiege of Quebec would afford him fo happy a 
fubjeé for an heroic poem, as thefiege of Troy. 


It was with great judgment and propriety, therefore, that 
Milton made choice of characters elevated above the common 
ftandard of humanity; and that he chofe a fubje& in which 
not only a fingle nation, but all mankind, were interefted. How 
infinitely inferior is the confultation even of Homer’s Generals, 
to that of the infernal Peers in Pandemonium ! How puerile even 
his battles compared to the conteft with Michael and his angels ! 
——But not to be thought too partial to our countryman, we 
here drop the comparifon; into which, indeed, we fhould not 
have been led, had it not been for the injurious (we had almoft 
faid impertinent) mention made of this great Poet by Mr. Pro- 
feffor Gottfcheid, the Editor, in his recommendation of this 
poem. His words are as follow: 





© I fhould have but a very flender opinion of the Reader’s 
tafte, and of that of all Germany, were I to draw up a long 
formal preface, in commendation of the work which I have 
now the honour of publifhing. Virgil’s A/neid ftood in as little 
need of any recommendations at Rome, as the Iliad and the 
Odyffy had before in Greece ; and the Henriade in France, and 
the Godfrey, or the Jerufalem Freed, in Italy, were foon in 
every body’s hands, without any fuch preamble. Paradife Loft 
alone had long mouldered in the Bookfeller’s ware-houfe, fo as 
{carce to be any longer remembered, when two perfons, not 
more diftinguifhed for their rank than literature*, undertook to 
convince their countrymen of the excellence of that poem; and 
this they did fo effeCtually, that England, for a long time, was 
brought to believe, or at leaft to fay that they believed what, 


* Lord Rofcommon, and Mr. Addifon, Secretary of State. 
without 
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without fuch powerful recommendations, they would never have 
thought of: and fhould a perfon of quality, of equal rank and 
literature, arife and fhew his countrymen the contrary, or a 
fortunate Poet diftinguifh himfelf for a ftile the reverfe of that 
of the Miltonic Mute, all the fuppofed beauties of Paradife- 
Loft would vanifhy or be loft in the crowd of its defects, not to 
fay grofs faults.’ 


Thus we fee our learned Profeflor conceives the beauties of 
Paradife-Loft to be merely chimerical, and that its reputed me 
rit, is owing folely to the partiality of Lord Rofcommon and 
Mr. Addifon. It is in vain to difpute about colours with a man 
that is blind; we fhall therefore leave the above paflage without 
any comment, to ftand as a proof of Profeflor Gottfched’s want 
of tafte for the fublime exertions of true genius, and of his rea- 


dinefs to cenfure what it is plain he cannot relifh or under- 
ftand, 


With regard to the poem itfeif, if it hath as much merit in 
point of verfification, we have no objection to its being piaced 
on the fame fhelf with the Henriade of Voltaire, Leonidas, the 
Epigoniad, and other modern epic poems. Nay, we do admit 
that the ingenious Author has difplayed a great fund of poetical 
merit; and that the compofitidn is, with regard to its conduct 
and characters, chafte and claffical. The ftory on which it is 
founded, is well known to thofe who remember to have read of 
Auguftus beating his head againft the wall, and calling out to 
Varus, to reftore him his legions. For the benefit, however, 
of fuch as may retain an imperfect idea of it, the following is 
inferted from Muratori. 


‘ Varus, who had come poor into the opulent province of 
Syria, and left it extremely rich, thought of taking the like 
meafures in Germany, treating the people as flaves, and by alf 
poffible means draining them of their fubftance ; he even went 
about to bring them into abfolute fubjeCtion, and to obtrude the 
Roman cuftoms on them. ‘Thefe proceedings incited many to 
enter into a confpiracy againffhim. Arminius, fon to Siegmar, 
a youth of great fpirit, and one of the principal perfons in thofe 
parts, as alfo a Freeman of Rome, and who had been advanced 
to the knighthood, was one of the moft forward in animating 
his countrymen to affert their liberty. As their hatred incrcaf- 
ed, the more active were they in preparing for revenge, in the 
mean time. making a great fhew of affection and fidelity to Va- 
rus’s perfon, and of fubmiffion and obedience to his orders, 
This feint fo far impofed on him, that he treated the informa- 
tion given him, from more than one hand, of fecret plots catry- 
ing on againft the Romans, as fictitious aad groundlefs fulpi- 
_ Rev. Jan. 1765. C cions 
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tions, and took no precautions againft fuch an event. When, 
as had been agreed on, fome remote German nations rofe in 
arms, Quintilius Varus marched againft the enemy with his 
army, and a vaft train of military ftores. He had with him 
three legions, (each compofed of 6000 men) as many fquadrons 
of horfe; and fix corps of auxiliaries, making in all above 22,000 
foldiers, and who, for bravery and experience, were looked up- 
on to be the fineft troops Rome had ever fent into the field. 


¢ Arminius, and his father Siegmar, had remained behind, 
under pretence of raifing their people, and bringing them to af- 
fift Varus; but the route of the Romans lying through forefts 
and pathlefs wilds, fo that they could not march in order, the 
Germans fuddenly fell upon them, and’ began a terrible flaugh- 
ter. The aétion lafted three days, and fo greatly to the difad- 
vantage of the Romans, that very few efcaped the rage of their 
enemies; for the mountainous nature of the country did not 
admit of their forming in order of battle, or of ufing their wea- 
pons in any regular defence. Varus and his principal officers, 
after receiving many wounds, killed themfelves, to avoid falling 
into the enemy’s hands. “The Germans took all their ftores and 
baggage, together with the Roman eagles and enfigns. ‘This 
bloody action, Tacitus fays, was fought in Teutenburg foreft ; 
but, according to the general opinion, on the {pot where at pre- 
fent ftands Detmold, in the county of Lippe, not far from Pa- 
derborn. 


¢ There is no expreffing the grief and terrour which this news 
occafioned in Rome; it was apprehended that the Germang 
might be incited to greater enterprizes, that they might endea- 
vour to crofs the Rhine, or fpirit the Gauls to join them, and 
march for Italy. But nobody was more affected with this mif- 
fortune than Auguttus, letting his beard and hair grow for fome 
months, and even with the appearance of infanity, running his 
head againft the doors of his apartment, and calling out.on Va- 
rus to reftore bis legions. ‘This was a ftroke the Romans were 
not accuftomed to; and fince the defeat of Craffus in Afiay 
their arms had met with no misfortune any thing like it.’ 


On this piece of hiftory hath the Baron Schonaich* - (not 
Cronzeck) founded 2 well-conduéted, pathetic, and interefting 
: fable: 


* ThisGentleman, whofe younger years were dedicated to the army, 
bears, in regard to this circumftance, according to Mr Gottfched, ‘ a par- 
ticular refemblance to Horace, who alfo rved under Brutus, as ‘Tribane 
of a legion :’ whence our learned Profeffor thinks, ‘ he was better quae 
lified to write of war, and military affairs, than a perfon who knows no 
more of them than what he cafually ‘meets With in books and news- 

ns ) ‘papers. 
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fable. What is the merit.of his ftyle or verfification, we can- 
not pretend to fay, not having feen the original; but we are in 
very different circumftances from Mr. de Voltaire, when he gave 
his fan€tion to this performance; as we cannot difcover the fu- 
blimity of the poetry and fentiments a ravers the Englifh tran- 
flation, as he could through the French verfion. 


In aword, the ftyle of the tranflation is moft execrable, and, 
we doubt not, highly injurious to the Author. Ren-k 


apers.—The Baron has alfo written two tragedies, befides feveral fmall 
pieces, which have been very well received.’—Notwithftanding the im- 
portance of this remark, we cannot, in any degree, perceive the parti- 
cular xefemblance between the witty, plealant Horace, and this modera 
Epic Poet of Germany. 


= ome > 
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The Correfpondence sessweam Thecdofius and Conftantia; from their 
firft Acquaintance to the Departure of Theodofius. Now firft 
publifbed fromthe original Manufcripts. By the Editor of the 
Letters that pafled between Theodofius and Conftantia, after 
fhe had taken the Veil. 12mo. 2s. 6d. fewed. - Becket 
and Co, . 


N our account of the former part of this Correfpondence, 
(the /atter in point of time) we took notice, that the gene- 
ral purport or defign of thefe elegant Letters was, to inculcate 
many of ‘the great duties of natural and revealed religion, and 
the practice of fome of the moft amiable virtues of focial life : 
fee’ Review for Auguft 1763, page 147. To that article we re- 
fer, for our more particular judgment of the publication then 
before us; and fhall now, without farther remarks on what ap- 
pears, tous, to be the ingenious Editor’s view, in offering -his 
thoughts to the .public .by this peculiar mode of conveyance, 
proceed to give our Readers fome.idea of what they may expect 
to find in the prefent volume. ; 


In his previous Advertifement, Mr. Langhorne thus addrefles 
his Readers : * After the diftinguifhed favour and attention 
fo géneroufly fhewn by the public, to The Lettersthat paffed be 
tween Théodofius anit Conflantia, after fhe had taken the Veil, no 
apology, pethaps, willbe thought nceeflary for thefe thar fol- 
low; orif any fhould be required, the Editor would gladly reft 
it on motives of gratitude to that ‘Public, by whofe favour he 
has been fo much obliged.—If the above-mentioned volume of 
Letters might be efteemed a -Free-pill-offering, he is rather de- 
Zirqus, that this may be confidered as a Sacrifice of Thank/giving. 
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To fome Readers, poffibly, the Letters already publifhed may 
appear more intereftmg ; by others, the prefent may be thought 
more entertaining ; and (fuch is the infinite variety of tafte and 
fentiment) there is no doubt that both thefe opinions will be re- 
verfed. However, with refpeé to the monaftic correfpondence, 
it muft be allowed to have this fupertority, that it turns, for the 
moft part, on religious fubjects; yet the Letters that follow, 
dwelling chiefly on moral philofophy and the ceconomy of life, 
muft be allowed to be ufeful in the next degree; as they have, 
in general, fome tendency to promote the happinefs of human 
nature, tothe improvement of the heart, or the enlargement of 
the mind: had they confifted only in a rhapfodical intercourfe 
of am¢rous profeffions, the Editor would never have permitted 
them to fee the light, from a perfuafion, that books of enter- 
tainment, without either moral or intellectual utility, are mere 
time-traps, whofe end is only to defraud us of thofe moments 
which will never return.’ 


As this volume may poffibly fall into the hands of fome who 
are yet unacquainted with the affeéting ftory of Theodofius and 
Conftantia, the Editor has reprinted here, from the Spectator, 
N° 164. The re-printing this paper mayalfo ferve to gratify 
another kind of curiofity, which, we dare fay, Mr. Langhorne 
never dreamt of; it fhews the difference between our modern 
Shandy-like pages, and the ample Half-crown’s-worth’s afforded 
us in the days of honeft Jacob Tonfon :—for, in the 12mo edi- 
tion of the aatiaes, this ftory of Theodofus and Conftantia is 
comprifed within the limits of about /x or /even pages ; but in our 
friend Becket’s expanfive type, it fairly occupies not lefs than 
fourteen! O' Appison ! O! STEEL! well underftood ye how 
to write books, but how ignorant were ye in the art of vending 
them! Where ye gained five pieces by your lucubrations, a 
Sterne, or a******, would have pocketed fifty / 


In the firft Letter of the prefent feries, the young Conftantia 
enquires, of her friend ‘TTheodofius, concerning the philofophy 
of Bernier. ¢ What would become of Chriftianity; fays fhe, 
were. we-to adopt the following Creed?—L’ab/ftinence des plaifirs 
me paroit un grand péché. A fin to abftain from pleafures !— 
what can he mean? Is not this perfectly the reverfe of al] mo- 
ral and geligious precepts’ Are not abftinence, and mortifica- 
tion, and felf-denial, echoed in our. ears from the firft dawn of 
reafon? Are not we taught to guard againft the prevalence of 
pleafures in general, and to leak upon them-as enemies, under 
the mafk of friendfhip? 


To this interefting queftion, Theodofius makes the following 
free and Jiberal anfwer : | ) 


© Yes, 
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© Yer, my amiable Moralift, I do approve the philofophy of 
Bernier; nay, I adopt his Creed too, and cordially declare with 
him, L’ abftinence des plaifirs me paroit un grand piché. What is 
fin? Is it not to aét- contrary to the will of the Sup-eme Be- 
ing ?—Beyond all doubt ;_ where that will is known. “Ts it not 
evident, that the benevolent Creator of the univerle intended; 
and ftill intends, only the happinefs of his creatures '—This 
mutt be ‘allowed from the confent, and the appearance, of his 
works in general.—And is not pleafure happinefs? It muft be 
fo, or the term is vain. If then the Supreme Being intended 
principally the happinefs of his creatures, and if plea/ure be hap- 
pinefs, Zo abftain from Pleafure, is to fruftrate the intentions of 
Providence—to a& contrary to his will; which is, confefledly, 
the very effence of fin—L’ ab/linence des plaifirs e/f un grand péché. 
It is a capital fin to abftain from pleafure, fince it muft have 
been the primary view of the divine beneficence, to communi- 
cate pleafure to human nature. 


‘ To what other end was this pomp, this magnificence of 
beauty fcattered over the vifible univerie? Is not this the lan- 
guage of nature, through all her fmiling works, ‘* Children be 
happy—brought into exiftence by the command of that glori- 
ous Being who is Love itfeif, your inheritance is pleafure, and 
it is your only duty to cultivate it well.” Are they not, there- 
fore, children of difobedience, who thus invited into the vine- 
yard of pleafure, ftand idle in the market-place, and vaialy fay, 


that x9 man bath employed them ? 


* Hath God created a Paradife, and will not maa look around 
him to enjoy it; but, like his firft parent, asdefcribed by the 
Englifh Poet, {till penfively contemplate him(elf in the mur- 
muring fountain? Shallhe for ever feck his image in the wa:ers 
of adverfity; and fhal] the fair fcenes of life be deformed thro’ 
fuch a mirror? 


* Surely to abftain from pleafure, is no inferior degree of 
guilt; fimce that very abftinence is a reproach to the eternal and 
mvariable Benevolence. . 


* From whom do we derive every appetite? By whofe wif- 
dom were the fine organs of fenfation formed? To whofe boun- 
ty do we owe the objetts of gratification? And to whofe bene- 
volence are we indebted for the capacity of enjoyment? Pro- 
ceed not thefe powers and faculties from the gréat fource of all 
things ? Was not each adapted to its peculiar function? And is 
not the neglect of thefe capacities a fault? Is not the mortifi- 
cation of them a crime? 


¢ By what means came Pleafure into the world? Was it in- 
tzoduced by fome malignant fpirit ?. Did fome Demon contrive 
3 it 
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it for the -deftruGtion of mankind? ‘That could not be; for no 
inferior Being could have power to pervert the faculties and ca- 
pacities of human nature, In fuch a cafe, the Supreme Crea- 
tor mufthave been an imperfect Being.—He muft have wanted 
the will fo fecure the happinefs of his creatures; or, if he had 
the will, he muft have been without the power to execute or 
eftablifh it.- Either of thefe fuppofitions we muft not dare, nay, 
indeed, it would be folly to admit. Pleafure,, therefore, can 
only owe its origin to God, and its very name proves it to be of 
divine extraction. ’ 


¢ And fhall we refufe acquaintance with an objec of heavenly 
defcent? Shall we ungratefully bid the Giver refume his gifts, 
or reproach him with a fuppofition, that he would affe& us with 
propenfities we ought not to indulge? 


‘ Yes, Bernier, you are in the right, ‘The renunciation of 
Pleafure muft be a fin—not only actually, but effectually a fin, 
The mind that refufes admittance to fuch a gueft, muft acquire 
a gloomy and unfocial habit; be fit only for the regions of mo- 
naftic dullneis, where lazy fanétity offers a prepofterous devo~ 
tion to that Being, who intended that we fhould rejoice in, and 
partake of a general and focial happinefs. 


¢ When the bias of nature is oppofed: when her fovereign 
dictates are broken, man becomes incapable of rendering any 
acceptable fervice either to his God, to fociety, or to himfelf! 
“Yo his God he is ungrateful, nay, he infults him with a devo- 
tion more becoming the worfhippers of Moloch, while he fup- 
pofes him capable of delighting in cruelty, of affli€ting his 
creatures, by giving them paffions which it fhould be a merit to 
mortify, and of tantalizing them, by requiring a rigid abfti- 
nence from every inviting enjoyment that nature fuggefted.— 
To the interefts and affeGions of fociety he becomes cold ‘and 
indifferent, when, what fhould mito engage him to them, 
the focial inftruments of nature groan beneath 'the yoke of un- 
delighted abftinence,—Upon the fame principles he is an enemy 
to himfelf, to that Being which was given him for his enjoy- 
ment,:and which, at laft, he fhall render back to the Giver, 
with ‘* I knew that thou wert an hard Mafter, therefore the 
talent that thou gavelt me, | have made no ufe of; Behold, 
here it is again.” ales | 

‘ O Pleafuret Thou firft, beft gift of eternal Beneficence ! 
Faireft and moft beloved daughter of Heaven, all hail! and 
welcome to fojourn on earth! A ftranger thou art to ever 


malignant and unfocial paffion, formed to expand, to exhila- 
rate, to humanize the heart ! 


¢ But whither has my fubje& tranfported me? Have I loft 
fight 
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fight of Conftantia? That cannot be; for Pleafure is’ my 
fubject. | 


‘ Yet, poffibly, my amiable friend is, by this-time, more 
than half difpledfed. Where, fays fhe, will this end? Has 
Theodofius confpired with Bernier, to revive the {chool of 
Epicurus f 


‘ By no means, Madam! The Pleafure we preach is not 
the off-fpring of chance; but the child of God. 


‘ The Epicurean doétrine of Pleafure is felfifh; this, that 
we would recommend, is pious.—From confiderations refpeéct- 
img the uncertainty of this life, and the improbability of ano- 
ther, the Athenian Philofopher, if we may believe his Biogra- 
pher, Laertius, taught his followers, to purfue inceflantly all 
that was called enjoyment. From reflections that are ho- 
nourable to the Eternal Providence ; that conclude him to be 
the liberal Giver of all that deferves the name of enjoyment, of 
the objects that gratify, and the faculties that enjoy—in obedi- 
ence to his benevolent intentions, would we furmmon the world 
to the purfuit of pleafure, and convince it, that the fun doth 
not fhine in vain, 





© Nor will this do€trine, as my fair friend apprehends, be at 


all inconfiftent with the pure precepts of that religion we pro- 
fefs. 


* For, after all, what is Pleafure? Is it to be atid at the 
table of riotous feltivity ; ; or, inthe venal arms of erratic love ? 


Impoffible! for thefe are the haunts of poadnels, of meannels, 
difguft, and folly. 


‘ Human Pleafure is of a delicate temper. She difclaims all 
connections with indecency and excefs. She declines the : fo< 
ciety of untender Defire, and of Riot roating in the:gqllity. of 
his heart: Arfenfe of the dignity of human nature, always ac- 
companies her, and fhe cannot admit of any thing that Ditiies 
it. Tendernefs, Good Faith, Modefty, and Delicacy, -are her 
Handmaids,; > ‘Temperance and Chearfulnefs ase hep bofom 
friends.—-She is no ftranger to the endearments of love ;’. but, 
{he always confults her Handmaids in the choice. of the objects 
fhe never refufes her prefence at the focial board, .where her, 
friends are always placed on her right hand, and on her leftsy 
During the time, fhe generally addrefles herfelf to Chearfulnefey 
till ‘Temperance demands her attention. 


‘ Let us now, Conftantia, enquire whether this amiable Be- 

ing merits the charge that you have brought againft her, - + 

‘ Will fhe alienate the heart from its duty?—But, how? - 

has it not already‘appeared, that fhe herfelf was fent from Goa, 
C4 : 
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the beft gift of infinite benevolence ?—It is only in the abufe, 
in the perverfion of the gift, that the heart can be alienated 
froin its duty. | ' 


* The Jovers of Pleafure may, undoubtedly, be lovers of 
God.—To be pleafed with the gift, and not to love the Giver, 
would be unnatural and ungrateful.—Hence the charge of' the 
infpired Writer, That fome were dovers of Pleafure more than 
lovers of God.——-What was this more or Icis than the charge of 
ingratitude ? 


t * The Affe&tions, you fay, cannot be fet on things above, 
while they tend to earthly objets, Literally, they cannot ;— 
but the beft devotion, that fuch an imperfect creature as man Is 
capable of paying, is derived from his mortal feelings, percep- 
tions, and enjoyments.——-W hen he finds himfelf happy in thefe, 
he is naturally led to adore that Being who gave them; to look 
up with gratitude to him, and fo far to /et Lis affections on things 
above, as he has reafon to hope for a happier allotment in an im- 
proved ftaie of exiftence.—Thus far, even a regard to things on 
earth, may aflilt his piety, and encourage his hope. 


¢ Our ideas of heavenly objects are extremely abftracted from 
fenfe'; and yerit is dificult, through any other medium, to ex- 
tend the affections to them. It hus been obferyed, with philo- 
fophical truth, by one of the facred “Writers, That if @ man 
lowe not bis brother whom he hath feen, haw fhould he lowe God whom 
ke hath not fen? -——1 will borrow his mode of reafoning, and 
will add, If a man love not thofe gifts of God which he hath 
feen, how fhould he fet his affeétion on thofe which he hath 
not feen?—If he hath not been pleafed with thofe enjoyments 
which the divine bounty hath allotted him, as peculiarly adapt- 
ed to'this ftate of being; what moral profpeét can he have of 
being ‘better fatisfied jn any future ftate ? ar PO 


* But you quarrel with the moral tendency of Pleafure, and 
Joad it with the heavy charge of yitiating and debafing the mind; 
adding, that felfxhnefs, and a negle& of the focial duties, are 
infeparable fro:a the purfuit of it,—Has not my friend made a 
mifnomer here, in ‘giving the name of Pleafure' to Vice? 
Change the terms only, and the charge is juft. It is impoffible 
that innocent pléatures fhould vitiate;- or that delicate enjoyments 
fhould debafe, the mind.—!t is impofible that thofe focial de- 
Kghts which foften the heart, fhould make it felfifh, or exclude 
from its feelings a regard for the happinefs of others. : 


$ If we look into the minds and manners of men, we fhall 
find, that not the very abftemious, the mortified, or the fanai-. 
monious, are moft didinguithed for focial virtues,—-T he reafon, 
I think, is obvious—when innocent appetites and defires are re- 
Strained, the focial affections Janguifh under the fame oppref- 
| fin. 





- aa ESTEE am -. 


| 





ae er - 


{ 








Thecdofius and Conflantia. 25 


fion.—It is fcarcely poffible, that Ki man_ who admits of no 
enjoyments in himfelf; fhould be indulgent to thofe of others.— 
We behold innumerable inftances of this, both in thofe who 
cannot, and in thofe who will not enjoy. 


‘ The encouragement of Pleafure, therefore, cherifhes the 
focial virtues; and hé who {fs of a happy difpofition himfelf, 
wi! be the firft to promote the happinefs of his neighbour.’ 


It was not to be expected, that an untutored young girl, as 
the lovely Conftantia was at the time when the above Letter is 
{uppofed to have been written, fhould undertake to. controvert 
any of the principles contained in her friend’s defence of Ber- 
nier’s philolophy. Accordingly, fhe briefly and naturally ad- 
mits them, with this pretty remark in her reply, viz. that * they 
are all amiable, at leaft, if they are not folid:’ adding—* and 
pofiibly it may. be.nothing more than the prejudice of a narrow 
education, that would with-hold any part of the credit due to 
them,’ bw O2tbe ial 


Inthe fourth Letter, from Theodofius, is introduced a copy 
of a paper entitled, ‘* Thoughts on the improvement of the Mind 
and Manners, addreffed to a young Lady, &c.” in which are 
fome fevere ftrictures on Affectation, and juft obfervations on 
the unhappy effects of ignorance; with a warm recommenda- 
tion of literary improvemefits: without'which, indéed, the fyf- 
tem of female accomplifhments muft be very imperfect. But 
as this Jaft mentioned article may be too eagerly purfued, the 
Author has the following feafonable caution : bein 


‘ After -all, fays he, Madam, whatever proficiency you may 
have it in your power to make in literary accomplifhments, for- 
get not that the qualities of the heart are infinitely preferable to 
thofe of the head. . Should you-be unable, for want of affift- 
ance, or opportunity, to furnifh your mind with the treafures 
of antiquity ; -to acquaint yourfelf with the philofophy of na- 
ture; or to embellith your tafte by the more polifhed-labours 
of Genius; remember that you {till have it in your power to 
make yourfelf amiable by a fweetnefs of difpofition, - by an-open - 
nefs of heart, and {implicity of manners.’ 


Conftantia, bred up in the ftri€tnefs of Roman-Catholic modes 
of devotion, (the rules of which often prove too rigid for young 
and tender minds, if not for every age and. circumftance of 
mankind) puts the following queftion to her Correfpondent, in 
Letter V. Do you not think, that the Profeffors of religion 
hurt its interefts, -by purfuing them too clofely?? ‘To which 
hr philofophical Admirer replies, (Letter viii.) 


# fam, indeed, of opinion, that the Profeffors of ‘religion 
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hurt’ its interefts- by. purfuing them too clofely; particularly 


when they make a merit of unnatural and unneceflary feverities.. 


—rYet this unfortunate doctrine has thrown its galling weight 
on the eafy yoke of Chriftianity, almoft ever fince its publica- 
tion.— The Fathers, thofe Fathers in whom the Church has 
placed fuch an implicit confidence, gave to that religion, which 
was meant to enlarge and humanize the mind, the meaneft and 
moft contraéted {pirit and principles. —Some difgraced it by the 
vileft quibbles*'and mifquotations ; others loaded it. with the 
moft Gacdiede feverities, forbidding the ufe of natural and: 
lawful pleafures+; nay, onet even goes fo far as to declare, 
that the Patriarch was deemed worthy of a heavenly vifion, only 

becaufe he laid his headjupon the hard pillow of 2 ftone; and 
what -he did‘from neceflity, advifes us to do by choice.—One | 
has fallen into the moft idle and abfurd fpirit of allegorizing the 
plaineft literal narratives, faéts, and precepts; another §, with 
equal iabfurdity, adheres fo clofely to the letter, that he tells us 
the devil invented bufkins to give God the hte, becaufe it is faid, 
that a man cannot add one cubit to_his ftature.—In fhort, my 
friend, thefe Lights of the Church were, in general, the moft 
miferable fanatics, ignorant, puerile, and perfecuting. -No 
wonder, therefore, if thofe who confider them as Guides, fhould 
tread in their fteps.—-No wonder if they fhould cherifh igno- 
rance, folly, fanaticifm, and every ridiculous effect of blind. and 
fuperftitious zeal. 


* Undoubtedly, my fair Reafoner, thefe mifguided feverities 
are ruinous to the real interefts of religion ; and its Profeffors, 
as you obferve, have certainly hurt thofe interefts AY purfuing 
them too.clofely. 


¢ Slavifh and . broken fpirits may thus, intent, be impofed 
upon ;—-but where is that Free-will offering, that rational and 
liberal worfhip, which, founded in an intelligent faith and gra- 
titude, does real honour to the Deity ?—Such a worfhip can 
never be paid, till the mind, sefcued from. the tyranny of an 
unpofed belief, bane the privilege of thinking and conclud- 
ing for itfelf. 


< It would, Dicveliel be for the real intereft of religion (if 
that intereft may be allowed to.confift in the promotion of a ra- 





tional worfhip, and an intelligent faith) that the mind fhould. 
would by no means lofe his | 





be fet at large; and Father M- 
account in it, with regard to your piety, though he fhould, as 


 # See Jultin Martyr’s ridiculous apologies for the Crofs, 
+ Athenagoras, Jerom, Cyprian, &c. 

{ Clement of Alexandria. {| = 

§ Tertullian. 





ee 





ORG SgSeT 


ee eee - 





= Che ee 


Theodofius and Confiantia. a7 


you fay, give you alittle refpite, and fuffer you to divetfity yout 
reading and your ftudies :’ for what you obferve is certainly juft; 
and you would not only return to the attentions of religion with 
reater alacrity, but, by enlarging your moral and natural know- 
lias, you would acquire new and nobler principles of devotion; 
from beholding the wifdom and benevolence of your Creator, 
difplayed throughout the moral and the natural world.’ ~ 


Letters vi. vii. and part of viii. are employed in repeating a 
converfation fuppofed to have pafled between Theodofius and the 
great Fenelon, Archbifhop of Cambray, on the improvement-of 
the mental faculties,—on felf-knowlege, the fubjection of the 
Will to the empire of REAsoN, and on the moral obligation of 
‘< living agreeably to Nature.” On thefe feveral topics, many, 
ftriking remarks are made:—fuch as will do no difcredit to the 
memory of Fenelon, fuppofing him the Author of them,’ 


The ixth Letter, from Conftantia, affords nothing very re- 
markable. Indeed, her part of the Correfpondenee, only ferves, in’ 
general, to keep up a due conneGtion in the feries, and to fur~ 
nifh texts for-Theodofius to preach upon. 


In Letter x. is introduced .a very pretty, and a very affecting 
poem on RurAL SimpLicity ; founded on a traditionary tale 
of two Village-lovers, immaturely configned to one grave ;— 
but Mr. Langhorne’s poetical talent is fo well known’ to our 
Readers, that we have no occafion to {well the article by any 
extracts from this piece. . 


Conftantia, in Letter xi. requefts of Theodofius a copy of his 
Englifh tranflation of one of Milton’s Latin poems: how this 
foreign Lady came to be fo converfant with the Englifh language 
we know not. However this be, the Gentleman was too polite 
to refufe her; and accordingly, the verfes are inferted in Let~ 
ter xii. they are the paftoral:part of Milton’s E£pitaphium Da- 
monis; and they neither diforedit Mr. Langhorne’s Mufe, nor 
difhonour his great original; but we give no fpecimen of them, 
for the reafon already afigned. 


In Letter xiii. Conftantia, who by this time had profired not 
a little from the improving cotrefpondence in which fhe was fo 
agreeably engaged, and had:alfo greatly enlarged the circle of her 
literary purfuits, begins to exprefs herfelf with more refpeét'to 
her own excellent underftanding, and acquired knowlege, than 
fhe had pre(umed to do in her former Letters. She now ven- 
tures to fpeak of Milton with critical approbation; and talks 
with a noble contempt of the trifling amufements ox employ- 
ments of the filler part of her fex; efpecially thofe who {pend 
their time in ridiculous, unmeaning, and impertinent vifits, the 


itudy-of drefs, aod the fooleries of fafhion. She then throws out 
fome 
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fome pretty. fentiments on Friendfhip; which, of courfe, in the 
enfuing Letter, draw from her Correfpondent, his thoughts on 
that moft interefting. and delicate fubje&. His remark, that 
Youth is the feafon for friendfhip, as well as for virtue, hath, 
we are afraid, too much truth in it. 


‘ If, fays he, toa difpofition naturally not unfociable, we 
have added the advantages of a liberal education, we come into 
the bufinefs and fociety of life, in general, better and happier 
creatures than when we leave it. 


© We ftep into the world with liberal fentiments, and bene- 
volent affections; but the experimental knowlege of men con- 
tracts the former, and farves the latter.—Infomuch, that he 
muft be poflefled of a difpofition more than ordinarily humane, 
who does not, in fome degree, become a mifanthropift before he 
dies. —I may go farther, and add, that he muft have uncommon 
virtue and greatnefs of mind, who, with unblemifhed manners, 
and uncontracted fentiments, can fail with fuch a corrupted 
crew down the current of life. | 


¢ Man is, in fpite of all his reafon, an imitative creature ; 
and what he has been long accuftomed to obferve.in others, he 
will, with difficulty, forbear to admit in himfelf. By habit we 
may bring ourfelves to behold deformity without difguft ; and 
by being long converfant in fcenes of enmity and infincerity, 
the love of truth and human kind_will infenfibly decay.’ 


This idea of Fricndfhip, however juftly founded in experi- 
ence, fo much fhocked the fenfibility of the amiable Conftantia, 
that fhe grew difgufted with the thought of mingling in the fo- 
ciety of mankind ; and {ince it appeared that the commerce of 
the world only tended to corrupt the heart, fhe exprefled her 
defire to withdraw from the dangerous intercourfe, and to fpend 
the remainder of ‘her days in a virtuous and innocent folitude ; 
in the uninterrupted purfuit of fuch ftudies as were worthy of a 
rational creature. This is the purport of Letter xv. In the 
xvith and xviith Letters, ‘Theodofius encounters this new refo- 
lution of his fair Correfpondent,. and undertakes to convince 
her, that human nature,is not to expect happinefs out of fo- 
ciety. To enforce his arguments, he gives her, the exem- 
plary hiftory of a Lady who had formed the fame refolution, 
and having tried the experiment, was glad to return to fociety, 
and to confole herielf for her difappointment, in a happy con- 
nection with a Gentleman whofe good fenfe, and judicious ma- 
nagement, contribute greatly to the freeing her from the difa- 
greeable fituation into which fhe had been precipitated by her 
mittaken notions. 


The xvilith and xixth Letters, which conclude the volume, 
are 
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very fhort ones, and.only ferve to condué the Reader to th 
unfortunate period when the Correfpondence, and all intecs 
courfe, between this amiable pair, was cut off, by the fatal rup- 
ture which happened between their parents; the particulars of 
which are recorded by the Spectator. 


Such is the entertainment Which the Reader has to: expect 
from this moral and pleafing Correfpondence; the whole of 
which feems to be included in the two.volumes now publifhed.— 
We muft not forget to.acquaint our Readers, that this volume 
is addrefled, in an elegant poetical Dedication, to the ingenious 
George Colman, Efq; as we obferved, that the former feries 
was infcribed, but not in verfe, to the learned Bifhop of Glo- 


cefter, G. 


—_ _ => 





The Ufe of Aftronomy in Hiftory and Chronology, excmplified in an 
Enquiry into the Fail of the Stone into the dtgofpotamos; faid te 
be foretold by Anaxagoras. In which is attempted to be fhewn, 
that Anaxagoras did not foretell the Fall of that Stone, but the 
Solar Eclipfe in the firft Year of the Peloponnefian War. That 
what he faw was a Comet, at the Time of the Battle of Salamis ’ 
And that this Battle was probably fought the Year before Chrift 
478; or two Years later than it is commonly fixed by Chronologers, 
4to. 1s. 6d. Davis and Reymers. | 


R. Coftard very pertinently fets out with citing a judici- 

ous obfervation made by Thucydides, ** That it is highly 
difficult to arrive at the truth of pafttranfations, as reports are 
ufually tranfmitted from hand to hand, without any one’s being 
at the trouble to examine them,” ‘The experience of every 
age, and the imperfections of every hiftory, from Herodotus 
down to the prefent day, but too well confirm the truth of this 
remark. 


Upon this principle, no doubt, as the prefent learned Writer 
obferves, many falfe and fictitious ftories, that have been ab- 
truded on the world, may be accounted for; which, haying ne- 
ver been. queftioned, have gained ftrength and credibility, by 
time and prefcription, _* Some, it may. be, continues he, im- 
perfectly related at firft, or received but by halves, have foon 
been difguifed with fuch additional circumftances, as have ren- 
dered the whole narration impoffible, or abfurd,, Nor is it at 
all furprizing, when this hath been the cafe, if this very ab- 
furdity isfelf fhould be a defence againft enquiry, few, perhaps, 
thinking it worth their. pains tg clear up the truth, fewer having — 
abilities to do it, or knowing which way to attempt it,’ 
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- Ff thefe reflections are true in general, as they moft certairtly 
are, our Author thinks we fhall find them-no lefs fo in one very 
particular inftance—that of a Stone falling into the A gofpota- 
mos, and whofe fall is farther faid to have been foretold by 
Anaxagoras. . 


¢ That the mere falling of a Stone, however large, into a 
fiver, fhould be looked on as a wonder, much more that it fhould 
be fo carefully tranfmitted- down to pofterity, in the manner this 
hath been, is furprifing, indeed. But that its fall was capable 
ef being predif&ted by any human {kill or fagacity whatever, 
may be fet down as plainly impoffible. Something, therefore, 
moft probably, lies concealed at the bottom of this ftory, not 
hitherto fufficiently difcovered ; and what that is, fhall be the 
bufinefs of the following papers to examine. 


¢ The account given of this fact by Pliny* is this: ** Cele- 
brant Greci (fays he) Anaxagoram Clazomenium, Olympia- 
dis Septuagefimz octave fecundo Anno, predixifle, Coeleftium 
Literarum Scientia, quibus diebus faxum cafurum effet é fole: 
idque factum interdiu in Thracie Parte, ad AEgos Flumen. 
Qui Lapis (adds he) etiam nunc oftenditur, magnitudine vehis, 
colore adufto ; Comete quoque illis Noctibus flagrante.” 


© Ariftotle + hath the fame obfervation on the appearance of 
a Comet atthe time when this Stone fell. But when he would 
have a Stone of fo ponderous a fize to be lifted up, and carried 
through the air by awind, it is only folving one wonder by a 
greater. 


¢ Damachus, in Plutarcht, another Author that mentions 
this ftory, fays, ‘** That before the fall of this Stone, for feven- 
ty-five days together, there was feen in the heavens a large fiery 
body, like a flame-coloured cloud, not moving flowly, but hav- 
ing a variety of broken motions, fuch as things have that aré 
carried uncertainly by the waves: that many fiery {plinters came 
from it, and atrain of light refembling that of fhooting ftars.” ’ 


¢ Though this account is undoubtedly far from being exaé, 
yet, when compared with what was above remarked from Arif- 
totleand Pliny, it plainly fuggefts, that the Jarge fiery body like 
a flame:coloured cloud, vial have been the Comet ‘mentioned 
by both of them, and that this Comet had a fenfible diameter. 
The fplinters, and the train of light iffuing from it, will readily 
be allowed to have been its tail, by all that faw and remember 
the Comet of 1743. As to the irregularity of the motion here 
defcribed, that, I fuppofe, may well be attributed to the inaccu- 


pe Nat. Hif. 1. ii. c. 58. + Meteorolog. li. ¢. 7. 
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cacy of obfervation, or, what is more probable, the want of 
care and fidelity in the Hiftorians through whofe hands this ac+ 
count hath pafled. | ' i: . 


¢ From the whole of this obfcure relation However, I think, 
we may gather thus much ; that it contains three diftin@ fa&s. 
.—the Fall of the Stone into the A.gofpotamos—the appearance 
of aComet—and fome Prediction or other, whatever it was, 
of Anaxagoras. That thefe three facts have hitherto beeu all 
along confounded together —and that this confulion mays ina 
good. meafure at leaft, be afcribed to their happening néarly at 
the fame time. | : : 


< As to the Fall of the Stone, ‘we fee, it is confidered by Dax 
machus himfelf, as diftinct from what he calls the flatné-colotr- 
ed Cloud, and-will give but little trouble mn aceounting for Mt = 
when he fays, ‘* that the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, as 
foon as they recovered from their fright, came together to the 
place where this Stone fell, but difcovered no figns of Fire::” 
he muft mean, I fuppofe, immediately ; or that they found no 
vifible Fire burning. For, upon examination, the Stone,. if 
Pliny fays true, was Colsre aduflo. 


‘¢ The A gofpotamos was a river in, what was called by the 
antients, the Thracian Cherfonefus, ‘béitig joined to the J 
tinent only by afmalil neck of land. The country is rocky and 
mountainous, 2s we learn from both Mérodétus* ‘ahd Strabe +. 
This Stone, therefore, might be thrown off from foime néigh- 
bouring hill into the river, by fome violent explofion, like thac 
by which another ftone was thrown from the Alps, in the time 
ot Gafendus, and then kept, as he fays, at Aix in Provence f. 


‘ In this, therefore, there is nothing miraculous, ‘as will be 
readily allowed by fuch as are in the leaft acquainted with chy- 
mical experiments. _ For chymical ‘experiments ate nothing more 
than an artificial combination and mixture of firbftances, and in 


* Pace 254, Edit:'Gfonov. — + Lab. vii. page 474. 

t Pauca adjiciam de. Japide quodam infigni, qui Aquis Sextiis affer- 
vatur in Borilliano Cimeliarchio, quando & fulmineus habetar, & hoc 
nomine admodum percrebuit. Annus fuit MDC XXXVII. ac. Dies 
Novembris XXIX, cum fyb matutinam Horam X. ille decidit in mon- 
tem Vaffonem, Alpium maritimarum unum, ac ‘inter Gulielinds ‘& Pe- 
donem oppida fitum. Erant tunc omnia Nive Obduéta ; rat fereniffi- 
mum Coelum,-duoque fuerunt preefertim viri, unus Internuncias, alter 
in Pago montano degens, qui effe potuerint oculati Teftes.—Deprehen- 
fus eft Lapis qui deciderat, quique effoffus vifus eft viculino Capiti par, 
fed nonnihil rotundior, & magis .ad -formam Capitis humani accedens, 
Colar metallicus, fubfufcus ; exquifita durities, pondus vulgarium Lapi-. 
dum gravitatem exfuperans. Gaffend. Op. ‘Tem. ii, pag g6., 
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fuch a mantter as is frequently, though imperceptibly, dane by 
Nature herfelf.. And as like caufes. will always produce like 
effects, we may fairly pronounce of the hidden operations of the 
one, from what we fee daily performed by the other. 


© Heat, for inftance; is the fanic whetlicr natural or artifi- 
cial, and will, under certain circumftances, produce Fermenta- 
tion. That again may, and frequently doth, produce a ftrong 
elaftic vapour, which, if confined, will force a paflage where- 
ever it can, and carry along with it every thing that oppofeth it. 
The effe&ts of gunpowder are known to every oie. The chief 
ingredients in it are Sulphur and Nitre. But Sulphur, when 
powdered,. and added to an equal quantity of filings of iron, 
and with a little water made into a pafte, in five or fix hours 
grows too hot to be touched, and emits a flame *. 


‘ There is a natural fulphur abounding in many places } ; 
and iron, it is well known, is almoft every where to be met 
with. — It is found even in all parts of animalst, whether fluids 
or folids, as milk, urine, blood, fat, bones, flefh. Moft coun- 
tties of Europe produce mines of it, as England, France, Ger- 
many, Poland, Norway, &c.- That it contains in itfelf great 
quanties of fulphur, appears from the {parks it emits, when ig- 
nited, and beat by the Smith’s hammer; thofe fparks being 
owing to the fulphur it contains, as no fuch thing is obfervable 
in any other metal whatever. | 


‘ The Weight of the Stone then mentioned by Gaffendus, 
plainly fhews, that it contained a large quantity of metal; and 
the Colore aduflo, in that of Pliny, belpeaks it to have Jain, at 
leaft, in a fulphureous matrix. If therefore the {now melting 
upon the Alps, or any hill near the /Egofpotamos, found its 
way toa mixture of iron and furphur, as is not impoffible, upon 
the principles here Jaid down, it would have been capable of 
throwing off a piece of rock as Jarge as either of thofe men- 


tioned by Gaffendus, or Pliny |. 


¢ But though what hath been here faid, very eafily and natu- 
rally accounts for the Fall of the Stone, yet that no fkill; whe- 
ther natural or acquired, could foretel fuch an event, is too plain 
to need any proof.’ 


In order to fhew that it could be no other than a Solar Eclip 
which Anaxagoras foretold, inftead of the Fall of a Stone, our 
Author now proceeds to give a particular account of the feveral 


* Newton’s Optic. pag.354. + Newton's Optic pag 359. 
Boerhaave’s Chymift. vol. I, pag. 114. { Boerhaave. Chy mitt. 
vol. I, p. 95. 
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Eclipfes which happened about this time; and he gives the 
moft fatisfactory reafons for fixing upon that which happened in 
February, inthe year before Chrift 478, as the very phenome- 
non in queftion ; concluding alfo, that it was not a Flame-co- 
loured Cloud which Anaxagoras faw, but the Comet which ap- 
peared at the time when. the battle was fought at Salamis, the 
date of which he ventures to correct by the time of this appear- 
ance; for his opinion, the refult of this curious aftronomical 
Enquiry, is, that inftead of Olymp. LXXVIII. 2. as it is 
read in Pliny at prefent, it fhould be altered to Olymp. 
LXXXII. 2. 


Leaving the particulars of this ingenious inveftigation to fuch 
of our Readers as are fond of aftronomical calculations and chro- 
nological criticifms, and referring them to our Author’s perform- 
ance at large, we fhall proceed to the conclufion of the whole ; 
only obferving Py the way, that in regard to thofe who may ob- 
ject againft this Eclipfe of 478, that it was only annular where 
greateft, and therefore will not agree with the defcription given 
by Herodotus.—‘ To this it may be anfwered, fays he, that the 
Hiftory of this fact is delivered by Herodotus, not asa Philofo- 
pher, but an Hiftorian*. ‘That therefore the words as dark as 
night are not to be too ftri€tly urged, as implying abfolute dark- 
nefs, it being no ways uncommon, in popular language, to make 
ufe of that expreffion for any great and extraordinary darknefs. 
Add to this, that Herodotus delivers this fat, not as happening 
within the compafs of his own knowlege and obfervation, but 
as he had heard it related by others ; for he could not have been 
above fix years old at the time, according to what hath been 
above quoted from Aulus Gellius. And this, we know, is a 
feafon of life, when children make but few reflections, and when 
all appearances are magnified. The horror and confternation 
they were all in upon the occafion, he might well remember, 
and the tragical death of Pytheas’s fon, muft have been frequent 
matter of difcourfe among his Ionians. But he knew nothing 
of the doétrine of Eclipfes, as is evident from his fpeaking of 
the fun, as leaving his place in the heavens and difappearing. 


‘ It is certain, however, from this account, that the army 
loft fight of the fun, but that might be owing to fome other ad- 
ditional caufe befides the interpofition of the moon’s body. 


‘ For notwithftanding what Herodotus fays, that there were 
no clouds, and that the air was very clear, he muft not be un- 
derftood, perhaps, in too ftricéta manner. The month of Fe- 


* How poor a Philofopher and Aftronomer Herodotus was, appears 
from his manner of accounting for the overflowing of the Nile. 
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bruary is moift, and the air might be full of vapours, though 


not carried high enough, nor fufficiently condenfed, to form 
clouds. 


‘ It is neither impoffible, therefore, nor improbable, that at 
the time of this Eclipfe at Sardis, theswatery vapours, thus float- 
ing in the atmofphere, might condenfe by degrees, as the fun’s 
light and heat decayed. By this means, towards the middle of 
the Eclipfe, they might form themfelves into a thick mift, which 
would entirely hide the fun, increafe the darknefs, and confe- 


quently the fears and aftonifhment of an ignorant and fuperfti- 
tious army.’ 


Proceeding to his general conclufion, ‘ I have now, fays our 
Author, finifhed a very long and troublefome enquiry. My 
defign at firft was nothing more than to fee, if poffible, what 
there was remarkable in the Falling of aStone into a River, and 
why the antients fhould be fo careful to tranfmit down to usa 
fact of fo feemingly fmall importance. 


¢ But the circumftances faid to have attended its Fall—its be- 
ing predicted by the ableft Philofopher of that age—and at a period 
fo remarkable in hiftory,—all fuggefted, that there muft be fome 
miftake at the bottom, and that there muft be fomething more in 


the flory than appeared at firft fight. This infenfibly led me 
farther than I expected, or intended. 


‘ Therefult, however, I think, is plainly this. That Xerxes 
moft probably came into Europe in the year before Chrift 478 ; 
two years later than Chronologers have generally fuppofed him 
to have done, and that the Olympiads, of courfe, began two 
years later than they have hitherto been placed. 


_ © [f what hath been here laid tagether, fhall at all contribute 
to the fixing or illuftrating this part of Hiftory, I fhall think my 
time and pains not ill beftowed. A few remarkable periods ia 
Hiftory, properly determined, are of great fervice in Chronology, 
‘and this is as remarkable as any. It is about this time only that 


the fabulous Hiftory of the Greeks ends, and their true one 
commences.” 


With refpect to that memorable expedition under confidera- 
tion, he oble:ves, that ‘ it was of great importance both in it- 
felf, and as to the confequences attending it. If it did not la 
the foundation of, it certainly increafed, the mutual jealoufy 
and animofity of the two powerful States at Athens and Sparta, 
which broke out at laft in the long and ruinous Peloponnefian 
War. ‘This likewife was made afterwards one of the main 
‘pretences tor Alexander’s invading the Perfians, which, at the 
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fame time that it ended with the deftruCtion of that extenfive 
empire, opened the way to all our knowlege of the Eaft.’ 


*.* We have taken the liberty to mention the name of Mr, 
Coftard*, altho’ it is not inferted in the title-page of this per- 
formance; but we find it fubfcribed to his addrefs thereof, to 
the Earl of Northington, Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain: 

* Vicar of Twickenham. G., 





Wight, and the Committee of Lords and Commons at Derby- Houfe, 
General Fairfax, Lieutenant General Cromwell, Commiffary 
neral Ireton, &%c. Relating to King Obarles 1. while he wat 
confined in Garifbrooke-Caftle in that Ifland. Now firft Publith- 
ed. To which is prefixed, a Letter from John Afhburnham, 
Efq; to a Friend, concerning his Deportment towards the 
King, in his Attendance on his Majeéfty at Hampton-Court, 
and inthe lIfleof Wight. 8vo. 2s. Horsfeld, 


HOUGH thefe Letters do not afford any new or ftriking 

anecdotes, to gratify our hiftorical Readers, yet they tend 
to illuftrate and explain the policy of Cromwell, and more parti- 
cularly to fhew his dextrous and fuccefsful management of that 
myfterious part of the arcana of State, implied under the gene- 
ral head of Secret fervice money. In the courfe of thefe Letters 
it appears, there was not a ftep taken by the King, or by any 
ef his Agents, toward his efcape from the ifle of Wight, but 
the Committee of Derby-Houfe came to the ifnmediate know- 
lege of every circumftance; and communicated them, with 
proper inftructions, to Colonel Hammond. By thefe Letters 
we are likewife made more fully acquainted with the Colonel’s 
wavering and time-ferving conduct, and with his Majefty’s pre- 
cipitate and ill-judged refolutions. As to the circumftances re- 
quifite to aflure us of their authenticity, they are mentioned in 
the Preface. 


The motives which induced King Charles to retire to the ifle 
of Wight, are contained in a Letter re-printed and prefixed to 
this Collection, from Mr. Afhburnham to a friend, vindicating 
himfelf from the afperfions caft on him, of having betrayed his 
Majefty into that meafure, the confequences of which are fo well 
Known. In this Letter we find, that the King was induced to 
intruft himfelf with Colone} Hammond, from his Anfwer to the 
Deputation his Majefty fent him, previous to his own coming, 
and which was as follows: ‘¢ That, fince it appeared his Ma-_ 
jefty came from aR A fave his life, if he p'eafed 
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to put himfelf into his hands, whatever he could expect from a 
perion of honour or honefty, his Majefty fhould have it made 
good by him.’ | 


The particulars of this period of our Hiftory, are already 
made fufficiently public, by numbers of Writers, of both Parties, 
fince the time of action ; fo that little now remains to be added, or 
can, ‘indeed, be added, toward cafting amy new light on the 
general tranfactions. From thefe Letters, however, may be ga- 
thered fume particular anecdotes relating to the fchemes con- 
trived to ext:icate the unfortunate Monarch from the hands of 
his enemies. 


‘Thefe Letters cannot be read without making fome obvious 
reflections on the peculiar complexion of the popular Party, or 
rather of that Party which crufhed the King, only to fucceed 
him in the feat of tyranny. How excellently were. their pro- 
ceedings interwoven with enthufiaftic profeflions! from which 
may be gathered, of what extenfive application the externals of 
religion are capable; and how little worthy to be trufted, ab. 
{tracted from fome farther evidence of the rectitude of meafures 
too often difguifed by them. 


The Reader will fee by the Letters fubjoined, that Cromwell 
and Ireton were ‘no inconfiderable profetiors of this art: they 
relate to fome fcruples made by Col. Hammond, on the fubject 
of his royal charge, which thefe Letters were calculated to re- 
move. ‘They-are really curiofities, with reference to the Par- 
ties which wrote them ; and when compared with their fubfe- 
quent conduct, teftify how fincerely Cromwell was inclined— 
to * exalt the Lord !’ and—* abafe the flefh!" and to place— 
* his reliance on the good-will of him who dwelt in the bufh,’ 


« Commiffary General Treton, ta Colonel Hammond. 


Dear Robin, 

HOU wilt receive herewith a Ietter from the Gencral, by 

which thou wilt fee what tendernefs there is here towards 
thee. I fhall not at this diftance undertake a difpute concern- 
ing our ground or proceedings ; but leave thee for the one, to 
our Remonftrance; for the other, to farther trial of us. E 
fhall only, in the love of a friend and brother, fpeak a word or 
two to that which I find the ground of thy fcruples againft what 
hath been from hence defired, or rather of thy declared refolu- 
tion to the contrary, — 


© Thou lookeft on thyfelf as a fervant under truft; and fo 
both in honour and confcience obliged to difcharge that faith- 
fully. And thus far thou art in the right. But the only mea- 
fure of that difcharge thou takeft to be the mere formal obferv- 
ance 
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ance of commands ; and thofe carrying but that name of power 
from which thou apprehendeft it was committed to thee. As to 
the firft part, the faithful difcharge of the truft, the Lord forbid, 
that I fhould tempt thee from it. Nay, I will charge and chal- 
lenge it at thy hands, that with all faithfulnefs and finglenefs of 
heart, as before the Lord, thou perform thy truft to thofe per- 
fons, by whom, and to thofe public ends and interefts for which 
it was committed to thee. 


« But for thefe things I fhall appeal to the witnefs of God in 
thy confcience, as follows : 


‘ I. For the perfons trufting, whether thou diift receive thy 
prefent place from the affections or truft of the formal Parlia- 
ment only, even as then it ftood; or whether of the General or 
Army? And whether, fo far as thou feemeit to have the form- 
ality by way of confirmation from the Parliament, it were from 
any affeétion or truft of that fort or generation of men, which 
now, through accident, bear the fway andname? Or whether 
from them, whofe judgment and affections are moft oppofite to 
the prefent proceedings there ? 


‘ II. For the ends, whether thou received thy truft in order 
to the ends now carried on by the prevailing party there? Or 
whether, in confidence of thy faithfulnefs, to fome other higher 
and more public ends? Whether for the King’s and the prefent 
prevailing Fation’s; or for the public intereft, and the gen¢- 
rality of honeft men, that have engaged for the fame. 


© Upon the anfwer of thy confcience in thefe, I propound 
farther; in cafe fuch perfons as neither did, nor would have 
committed any fuch truit unto thee, but only gaining fince the 
name of that power, from which thou hadft the formal compli- 
ment of the truft, and yet but partly that, fhall require things 
deftructive to, or not for the beft advantage of, thofe public 
ends for which really thou receivedft thy truft; and at the fame 
time thofé, from whofe affection and confidence in thee, thou 
hadft the matter of thy power and truft, fhall defire and expec 
from thee other things neceflary for the fecurity, or but really 
for better advantage, of thofe public ends for which thou wert 
trufted, and for the common benefit and intereft of that people, 
for which all pretend their employments and intereft; in this 
cafe, I fay, I fhall appeal farther to thy confcience, or but in- 
genuity, to determine, to which of thefe feveral perfons, and 
according to which commands and expectations, thou art to ex- 
hibit and approve thy faithfulnefs inthe truft: and whether part 
to obferve and follow is the more real and fubftantial perform- 
ance before God, and reafonable men. 


* I fhall not prefs thee, but thus plainly Jay the cafe before 
D 3 thre; 





































OP a OO ee 
PO Les et Be a a 





































suena 





28 Letters between Col. Hammond and 


thee; only defiring thee not to flight it, but ferioufly weigh it, 
as thou tendereft the approving thyfelf to God and his people, 
And, I hope, he will not give thee up to fuch delufion, as to 
follow an air of honour, and mere form or fhadow of faithful- 
nefs, to the rejection or neglect of that which is the reality and 
fubftance of both, as furely thou wouldft, if in the prefent cafe 
thou fhouldft neither do the thing expected thyfelf, nor leave it 
to any other. 


¢ Dear Robin, I will yet hope God hath better endued thee 
with truth and judgment in the inner parts, and more fenfe of 
his righteous judgments appearing abroad in this age and nation, 
Sol leave thee to his gracious guidance; andthe weight of what 
I have writ, lying not in authority to indemnify thee, but rea- 
fon to lead thee. I fhall not need to fubfcribe other name than, 
what I muft defire to be known by unto thee, 


Nov. 22d, 1648, Thy moft dearly 
For my dear Friend Col. Hammond _— Affe&tionate and faithful 
Governor of the Ifle of Wight. Friend to ferve thee. 


© Oliver Cromwell, to Colonel Hammond. 


Dear Robin, 
N O man rejoiceth more to fee a line from thee, than myfelf, 
I know thou haft long been under tryal. Thou fhalt be na 
lofer by it. All muft work for the beft. Thou defireft to hear 
of my experiences. I can tell thee, I am fuch a one as thou 
didft formerly know, having a body of fin and death; but, I 
thank God, through Jefus Chrift our Lord, there is no con- 
demnation, though much infirmity, and I wait for the redemp- 
tion; and in this poor condition | obtain mercy and fweet con- 
folation through the Spirit ; and find abundant caufe every day 
to exalt the Lord,—abafe flefh. And herein [ have fome ex- 
ercife. 


* As to outward difpenfations, if we may fo call them, we 
have not been without our fhare of beholding fome remarkable 
providences and appearances of the Lord. His prefence hath 
been arnongft us, and by the light of his countenance we have 
prevailed. We are fure the good-will of him, who dwelt in 
the bufh, has fhined upon us; and we can humbly fay, we know 
in whom we have believed, who is able, and will perfect what 
yemaineth, and us alfo in doing what is well-pleafing in his 
eye-fight. | | 

* Becaufe I find fome trouble in your fpirit, occafioned firft, 
not only by the continuance of your fad and heavy burthen, as 
you call it, upon you, but by the diffatisfaction you take at the 
ways of fome good men, whom you love with your heart, who 

through 


once 
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through this principle, that it is mwful for a lefler part (if in 
the right) to force, &c. 


© To the firft: Call not your burthen fad nor heavy. If your 
Father laid it upon you; he intended neither. He is the Father 
of lights, from whom comes every good and perfec gift; who 
of his own will begot us, and bad us count itall joy when fuch 
things befall us; they being for the exercife of faith and pati- 
ence; whereby in the end (James i.) we fhall be made perfeé?. 


‘ Dear Robin, our flefhly reafonings enfnare us. Thefe 
make us fay, heavy, fad, plafant, eafy: was not there a little 
of this when Rob. Hammond, through diflatisfaction too, de- 
fired retirement from the army, and thought of quiet in the Ifle 
of Wight. Did not God find him out there? I believe he 
will never forget this.—And now I perceive, he is to feek again, 
partly through his fad and heavy burthen, and partly through 
diffatisfaftion with friends aétings. Dear Robin, thou and [ 
were never worthy to be door-keepers in this fervice. If thou 
wilt feek, feek to know the mind of God in all that chain of 
Providence whereby God brought thee thither, and that Perfon 
to thee; how before and fince God has ordered him, and affairs 
concerning him. And then tellme, whether there be not fome 
glorious and high meaning in all this, above what thou haft yet 
attained. And laying afide thy flefhly reafon, feck of the Lord 
to teach thee what thatis; and he will doit. I dare be pofi- 
tive to fay, it is not, that the wicked fhould be exalted, that 
God fhould fo appear, as indeed he hath done. For there is no 
peace to them: No, it is fet upon the hearts of fuch as fear the 
Lord, and we have witnefs upon witnefs, that it fhall go ill 
with them, and their partakers. I fay again, feek that Spirit to 
teach thee, which is the Spirit of knowlege and underftanding, 
the Spirit of counfel and might, of wifdom and of the fear of 
the Lord. That Spirit will clofe thine eyes, and ftop thine 
ears, fo that thou fhalt not judge by them; but thou fhalt judge 
for the meek of the earth, and thou fhalt be made able to do ac- 
cordingly. ‘The Lord direct thee to that which is well-pleafing 
in his eye-fight. 


‘ As to thy diffatisfactions with friends a&tings upon that fup- 
pofed principle, I wonder not atthat. If a man take not his 
own burthen well, he fhall hardly others; efpecially if involved 
by fo near a relation of love and Chriftian brotherhood as thou 
art. I fhall not take upon me to fatisfy; but L hold myfelf 
bound to Jay my thoughts before fo dear a friend. ‘The Lord 
do his own will. 


‘ You fay, *¢ God hath appo‘nted authorities among the na- 
tions, to which active or paflive obedience is to be yielded. 
D 4 , This 
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This refides in England in the Parliament. Therefore ative or 
paffive, &c.” 


‘ Authorities and powers are the ordinance of God. ‘This 
or that fpecies, is of buman inftitution, and limited, fome with 
Jarger, others with ftri€ter bands, each one according to its con- 
ftitution. »I do not therefore think, the authorities may do any 
thing, and yet fuch obedience due; but all agree, there are 
cafes in which it is lawful to refift. If fo, your ground fails, 
and fo likewife the inference. Indeed, dear Robin, not to mul- 
tiply words, the query is, whether ours be fuch acafe? This 
ingenuoufly is the true queftion. To this I fhall fay nothing, 
though I could fay very much; but only deftre thee to fee what 
thou findeft in thy own heart as to two or three plain confi- 
derations: Firft, Whether Salus Populi be a found pofition ? 
Secondly, Whether in the way in hand, really and before the 
Lord, before whom confcience muft ftand, this be provided for ; 
or the whole fruit of the war like to be fruftrated, and all moft 
like to turn to what it was, and worfe. And this contrary to 
engagements, declarations, implicit covenants with thofe who 
ventured their lives upon thofe covenants and engagements, 
without whom, perhaps, in equity, relaxation ought not to be. 
Thirdly, Whether this army be not a lawful power, called by 
God, to oppofe and fight againft the King, upon fome ftated 
grounds; and being in power to fuch ends, may not oppofe 
one name of authority, for thofe ends, as well as another? the 
outward authority, that called them, not by their power mak- 
ing the quarrel lawful, but it being fo in itfelf. If fo,—it may 
be, ating will be juftified in Foro humano. But truly thefe kind 
of reafonings may be but flefhly, either with or againft; only 
it is good to try what truth may be in them. And the Lord 
teach us. 


‘ My dear friend, let us look into providences; furely they 
mean fomewhat. ‘They hang fo together—have been fo con- 
ftant, fo clear and unclouded—Malice, fwoln malice againft 
God’s people, now called Saints, toroot outtheir name. And 
yet they, by Providence, having arms, and therein bleffed with 
defence, and more. 


‘ I defire, he, that is for a principle of fuffering, would not 
_ too much flight this. I flight not him who is fo minded; byt 
let us beware, left flefhly reafoning fee more fafety in making 
ufe of the principle, than in aéting. Who aéis, and refolves not 
through Ged to be willing to part with all? Qur hearts are very 
deceitful on the right and on the left. What think you of Pro- 
vidence difpofing the hearts of fo many of God’s people this 
way, efpecially in this poor army, wherein the préat God has 
vouchfafed'to appear. ~ I Know not one Officer amongft us, but 
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is on theincreafing hand: and let me fay, itis me) a the North, 
after much patience, we truft the fame Lord, who hath framed 
our minds in our actings, is with us in: this alfo. And this, 
contrary to anatural tendency, and to thofe comforts our hearts 
could wifh to enjoy with others. And the difficulties probably 
to be encountered with: and enemies, not few, even all, that is 
glorious in this world, with appearance of united names, titles, 
and authorities, and yet not terrified, only defiring to fear our 
great God, that we do nothing againft his will. ‘Truly this is 
our condition. 


¢ And to conclude, we in this northern army were in a wait- 
ing pofture, defiring to fee what the Lord would lead us to. 
And a declaration is put out, at which many are fhaken; al- 
though we could, perhaps, have wifhed the ftay of it till-after 
the treaty: yet, feeing it is come out, we truft to rejoice in the 
will of the et; waiting his farther pleafure. Dear Robin, 
beware of men, look up to the Lord. Let him be free to fpeak, 
and command in thy heart.. Take heed of the things, I fear 
thou haft reafoned thyfelf into; and thou fhalt be able through 
him, without confulting flefh and blood, to do valiantly for 
him and for his people. ‘Thou mentioneft fomewhat, as if b 
acting againft fuch oppofition, as is like to be, there will bea 
tempting of God. Dear Robin, tempting of God ordinarily 
is, either by acting, prefumptuoufly in carnal confidence, or in 
unbelief through diffidence: both thefe ways Ifrael tempted 
God in the Wildernefs, and he was grieved with them. ‘The 
encountering difficulties therefore makes us not to tempt God ; 
but aGting before, and without faith. If the Lord have in any 
meafure perfuaded his people, as generally he hath, of the law- 
fulnefs, nay of the duty; this perfuafion prevailing upon the 
heart is Faith, and acting thereupon is ating in Faith; and the 
more the difficulties are, the more Faith. And it is moft fweet, 
that he, that is not perfuaded, have patience towards them that 
are, and judge not; and this will free thee from the trouble of 
others actings ; which, thou fayeft, adds to thy grief. Only 
Jet me offer two or three things, and I have done. 


© Doeft thou not think, that fear of the Levellers (of whom 
there is no fear) that they would deftroy Nobility, had caufed 
iome to rake up corruption, to find it lawful to make this ruining 
hypocritical agreement (on one part). Hath not this biafled even 
fome good men? I will not fay, their fear will come upon them ; 
but if it do, they will themfelves bring it upon themfelves. 
Have not fome of our friends, by their paffive principle. (which 
I judge not, only I think it liable to temptation as well as the 
active; and neither good, but as we are led into them by God 
—neither to be reafoned into, becaufe the heart is deceitful) 
been 
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been occafidned to overlook what is juft and honeft; and think 
the people of God may have as much, or more good the one 
way than the other. Good by this man! againft whom the 
Lord hath witnefled ; and whom thou knoweft. Is this fo in 
their hearts, or is it reafoned, forced in?—Robin, I have done, 
Afk we our hearts, whether we think, that after all thefe dif- 
penfations, the like to which many generations cannot afford, 
fhould end in fo corrupt reafonings of good men; and fhould 
fo hit the defignings of bad? ‘Thinkeft thou in thy heart, that 
the glorious difpenfations of Ged point out to this, dr to teach 
his people to truftin him, and to wait for better things, when, 
it may be, better are fealed to many of their fpirits? And asa 
poor looker on, I had rather live in the hope of that fpirit, and 
take my fhare with them, expecting a good iflue, than be led 
away withthe other. This trouble | have been at, becaufe my 
foul loves thee, and I would not have thee fwerve, nor lofe any 
glorious opportunity the Lord puts into thy hand. The Lord 
be thy Counfellor. Dear Robin, _ 
re{t thine, 
Nov. 25, 1648. O. CRoMWELL.’ 


R-d, 





The Conftruétion and extenfive Ufe of a newly invented* univerfal 
Seed-Furrow Plough; upon an eafy, fleady Principle, fuited to all 
Soils, fff or light, level or ridged; and capable of fowing all 
Sorts of Seeds in three Rows, thicker or thinner, deeper or fhal- 
lower, and the Furrows or Rows nearer or farther afunder, juft 
as the Owner apleafes. Alo, the Conftruction of a Draining 
Plough, upon a very fimple Principle. Both publifhed with a 
View, that the Ingenious may fee what is wanting to put the finifh- 
ing Hand to a Seed-Furrow, and alfo toa Draining Plough. With 
the Conftruétion and Ufe of a Potatoe- Drill Machine, pointing out 
the Benefit arifing from this wholefale Culture, to the Land, and 
to foe of the Live-/tock. To wiich is added, An Effay on 
the Theory of a common Plough, in order to find, by Geometrical 
Conftruction, the Angles which give the Share exa& Land and 
Earth at all Depths, and which balance the Motions of the Plough. 
Ulufirated with Seven large Copper-plates. By J. Randall, a 
few Years fince Mafter of the Academy at Heath, near 
Wakefield, Yorkfhire. 4to. 5s. fewed. Wilkie. 





¢ igen very curious and ufeful Ploughs here defcribed, are 
not extant upon paper only, but are actually conftructed, 


* Purfuant to the notice given by the Society for the Encouragement 
of Aris, Manufactures, and Commerce, 


under 
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a New Seed-Furrow Plough, &Fé, 43, 


under the eye of the indefatigable Author, and now ready for 
fervice. And fo far is Mr. Randall from keeping his valuable 
improvements in Agriculture a fecret, that the Secd-furrow 
Plough, we are told, has been, from time to time, éxpofed to 
the public view of abundance of people. | 


In the Preface we are informed, that the New Hufbandry 
feems the moft likely method for the prevention of one of the 
moft grievous plagues incident to Farmers, and which ¢ equally. 
affects the landed intereft, and the community in general :’— 
viz. * the depredations of deftruGtive Weeds.’—This obferva- 
tion is undoubtedly juft: but though many perfons have bent 
their thoughts on inventing proper machines whereby to intro-: 
duce the practice; yet an unexceptionable one for the purpofe, 
has not hitherto appeared. How far the prefent attempt may- 
fucceed, better than others, time muft fhew. In the piece be- 
fore us, the Author has made fome very, fenfible remarks on the’ 
various machines now in being, for the purpofe of fowing corn : 
and having pointed out their feveral defects, he proceeds to fhew 
the power of his own; the conftruction of which is fo minute- 
ly defcribed, that he feems to think any Gentleman may get one 
made for his own ufe, (by the book) if he pleafes. For our 
parts, we really think, that Mr. Randall’s Machine, here of- 
fered to the Public, appears lefs complicated, and more likel 
to anfwer its intention, than any other, of which we have feen 
draughts. Be this, however, as it will, he certainly ought to 
have the praife juftly due to every perfon who endeavours to 
promote the public good: and that this was the main view of 
our Author, in writing the prefent treatife, may appear from 
the following quotation. 


¢ If I am but inftrumental in exciting the attention of a few 
more Gentlemen to the new Hufbandry, and thereby increafe 
the number of its friends, by this publication, I fhall efteem it 
no {mall -happinefs, in baving done, what every man who can 
feel the generous fatisfaction of being ferviceable to others, a- 
fpires after.’ : 


After having given the Reader his remarks ie appear 
to be very judicious) on all the Drill Principles at prefent 
known, he adds—* If any perfon fhould think I have made ve 
free with other people’s labours, I fincerely hope he will do pA 
by mine, as they are publifhed with that very intent’ for if the 
public gets but an univerfal Drill-Plough, that will effectually 
an{wer all ends, it is no matter who is the Inventor. Perhaps 
my labours, added to thofe who have gone before me, in this 
dificult bufinefs, may give a more ingenious Head proper hints 
how to proceed, and then, after all his-toil, he will judgé 
or 5 better, 



















































44 The Farmer’s New Guide, &e. 


better, whether I have obtained the grand Defideratum wanting 
in Agriculture.’ 


Inftead of attempting a defcription of this ferviceable Machine, 
which would fcarce be intelligible without the Plates, we mutt 
content eurfelves with recommending the perufal of the book, 
to all fuch Gentlemen as are friends to rational improvements in 


Hufbandry. 


The Draining-Plough feems to be formed upon rational, as 
well as fimple, principles; and appears, to us, very likely to 
anfwer its intended purpofe. | 


The Effay on the Theory of a common Plough, is very in- 
genious; and contains many hints that might be of great ufeto 
a fenfible Workman, in the conftruction of that moft neceflary 
implement in Agriculture. P 





—- 


The Farmer’s New Guide, for raifing excellent Crops of Peafe, 
Beans, Turnips, or Rape, (fown in narrow or wide Rows, with 
a Seed-Plough, in the Power of every Wright to make at an eafy 
Expence) and cleaning the Ground, while they are growing, to 

prepare it for raifing good Crops of Wheat, Barley, or Oats, in 
the Common Way of fowing the Seeds, clear of thofe Weeds which 
fo often ruin the Farmer, or keep him poor. Being Experiments 
made on the various Soils of fliff and light. By Mr. Ladnar, a 
few Years fince a very confiderable Farmer, but now of Kroy, 
in Yorkfhire. 8vo. 1s. Sandby. 


HE Author of this little tract has done us the honour to 
dedicate it * Zo the Monthly Reviewers ;? with akind inten- 


tion of reCtifying an overfight, which he alledges we had been’ 


guilty of, in difcouraging country Gentlemen from perufing a 
treatife*, * the fubject of which is of the higheft importance to 
the nation.’ He alfo accufes us of difcouraging the new Huf- 
bandry. 


Now, in anfwer to thefe charges, we can only reply, that it 
was neither our intention to difcourage the perufal of the above- 
mentioned treatife, nor the practice of the new Hufbandry, un- 
der.proper limitations. Both may be ufeful in the hands of 
Gentlemen, who are happy enough to be endued with a fuffici- 
ent degree of perfeverance to make themfelves mafters of the 
fubje&t ; and who have a purfe adequate to the neceflary ex- 
pences attending all precarious experiments of this kind. The 


* We fuppofe the Semi-Virgilian Hufbandry to be here meant. See 
Review, vol. XXXI. page 93. 
Author 
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Author of the treatife alluded to, had taken great pains (we 
are thoroughly fatisfied) to make his meaning underftood: but 
that will fcarce be done by an uncommon multiplicity of words, 
which too often obfcure the fenfe of a Writer. Weare there- 
fore very glad to fee the fubftance of the Semi-Virgilian Huf- 
bandry, as well as of the preceding article, on the Conftruc- 
tion of a Seed-Furrow Plough, here brought into a narrow 
compafs, and delivered ip a plain familiar ftyle, proper for tlie 
fubject. The Seed-Plough here given, tho’ plainly built upon 
the fame principles with that in the laft article, is yet fomewhat 
lefs complex, and confequently more likely to be brought in- 
to ufe. 


As the Author’s motives to the prefent publication, are al- 
ledged to be no other than ¢ an earneft defire to promote the in- 
tereft of Agriculture, and to render the profeffion of a Farmer 
more comfortable, and lefs hazardays ;’ motives truly latdable, 
we cannot help wondering at his making ufe of a fi@itious name : 
but if he had, what he may think, fufficient reafons for con- 
cealing his true one, we fhall not, in the leaft, fruftrate them, 
by officioufly pointing it out. , 

Upon the whole, we are really of opinion, that the New 
Guide would be-of great fervice, if properly followed; and we 
heartily wifh it may find its way into the hands of every intel- 


lizent Farmer in the kingdom :—for, as to others, we are well. 


aflured, they will never fubmit to be guided, even though it were 
so their own intereff. P 


iia, 





An Elegy on the Death of The. Guardian Out-witted, an Opera, 
written and compofed by Thomas Auguftine Arne, M. De to. 
1s. Nicoll. 


Eheu Fidicen! Fidefque! 
Ileque Felis ! 


AYS the droll motto to this humourous performance; and. ' 


who can forbear to fympathize with the Fiddler, the Fiddle, 
and the Catgut ?—We have already given an account of the un- 
fuccefsful exhibition of the Guardian out-witted*, whofe deplor- 
able exit this Elegy bewails, in a ftrain not fo much calculated 
to move our pity as our rifibility—It is a clofe parody on the 
Elegy written in a country Church-yard, and affords us a very 
extraordinary inftance of the flexibility of languagé, and the 
latitude of imitation,x—Upon a view of fubje&s fo different 
in their nature, and in-the fpirit of execution, one would not 


* See our laft Month’s Catalogue, 
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An Elegy, &c. 


have thought it poffible that the Parodift fhould have adhered fo 
circumftantially to his original, as he appears to have done, not 
only in the following ftanzas, but through the whole perform- 


ance : 


Now ftrike the glimmering lamps upon the fight, 
And all the houfe a folemn ftillnefs holds, ; 

Save where the Seaman from the Gallery’s height, 
For Roaft-beef bawling, the cu’d Fiddler fcolds. 


Save that, in yonder velvet-mantled box, 
A moping Countefs to her Grace complains, 
Of macaws, monkeys, perroquets, and fhocks, 
And loffes vai/t, and vei/tl paltry gains, 


Behind thofe rugged fpikes, that bag-wigs fhade, 
Where tuneful Folios lie in many a-heap ;- 
Each in his narrow line for ever laid, 
The embrio crotchets of the Guardian fleep. 


The long, long trill of quaver-torturing Brent, 
Mis Hallam twittering from her tender throat, 
Thy clarion, Beard, that Echo’s ear has rent, 
No more fhail rouze each lowly-flumbering note. 


‘The pomp of Tragedy, Expreffion’s power, 


And al] that Garrick, all that Quin e’er gave, 
Have found -alike th’ inevitable hour, 
And the fifth a& ftill led them to the grave, 


“The Reader may be pleafec. wrth the following defcription of 
a blind Fiddler in the country, without enquiring into Meier’s 
Merry Philofopher+ for the caufe of his pleafure. 


Some village....... who a wife's fell frown, 
A vixen wife with mufic has withftood, 

Some blind Corelli oft may fcrape unknown, 
Some Arne, not guilty of an Opera’s. blood. 


Far from the merry wake, and ruftic ball, 
No vain purfuits, their fober wifhes led : 
Along the ftreets, and round his worfhip’s hall, 
They fcrap’d the noify tenor for their bread ; 


Yet ftill the blind from infult to prote&, 
Some faithful confort ever wandering nigh, 
With vary’d garb, and uncouth’d pinner deck’d, 
Implores the pafling tribute with a figh. 


Her ditties oft, tho’ an unletter’d Mufe, 
The place of air and fonnet would fupply ; 

And fongs of grace at Chriftmas would fhe chufe, 
Repaid with luncheons from the grey goofe pye. 


For who, fo much to gloominefs a prey, 
Whofe fpirits mufic knows not to advance ? 
Or who could liften to her roundelay, 
Nor lift one longing, lingering leg to dance ? 


+ Vid. laft Month's Review. 
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GoxipsmitH’s Traveller, a Poem. 


On fome {mart air the aétive heel relies, 

Some {prightly jig the fpringing foot requires ; 
E’en to a march the moving {pirits rife, 

E’en in a minuet wake oar youthful fires. 


It has been faid, that this Elegy is the production of a cele- 
brated Lady; but however that may be, the Author aflumes the 
character of a Curate; and after an humourous defcription of 
his condition, in imitation of the original, concludes with his 
Epitaph : 

Here refts his head upon the lap of earth, 

A Curate poor, to ftalls and tythes unknown, 
No Bifhop fmil’d upon his humble birth, 

No Minifter e’er mark’d him for his-own, 


Bread was his only food, his drink the brook, 
So fmall a falary did his Re&or fend, 
He left his Laundrefs all he had—a book : 
He found in death, ’twas allahe with’d—a friend. | 


No longer feek his wardrobe to difclofe, . 

Nor draw his breeches from their darkfome cell, 
There, like their Mafter, Jet them find repofe, 

Nor dread the horrours of a Taylor’s hell. 


The Elegy in the Church-yard is conveniently printed along 
with the Parody, fo that the Reader may, at one view, enter- 
tain himfelf by the comparifon. L 





—— 


The Traveller ; or a Profpeét of Society, a Poem. Infcrtbed to’ the 
Rev. Afr. Henry Geldfmith. By Oliver Goldfmith, M. B. 
4to. 1s. 6d. Newbery. | 


Lmoft every fpecies of affe€tation has its origin in vanity, and 

that with which Authors are fo juftly chargeable, when 

they pretend to be unconcerned about the fuccefs ot their works, 
is derived from no other fource. While they bear before them 
a negligence of praife, their whole aim is to perfuade us, that 
they fhould be equally carelefs of cenfure; and thus, by a kind 
of prepofterous oppofition to attacks which they have not felt, 
their faftidious indifference expofes them the more. It is in vain 
that the Author of this poem tells us, he is ¢ not much folicitous 
to know what reception it may find.’——-No Writer was ever yet 
indifferent to the reputation of his works; and if Mr. Geld- 
{mith finds himfelf unconcerned for the fuccefs of the poem be- 
fore us, we fhould think him, at beft, an unnatural parent, to 
be negligent of the interefts of fo beautiful an offspring :—for 
the Traveller is one of thofe delightful pocms that allure by the 
beauty 
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48 GotpsmitH’s Traveller, a Poem. 


beauty of their fcenery, a refined elegance of fentiment, and a 
correipondent happinefs of expreffion. Thus the Author ad- 
drefles his brother, to whom the poem is infcribed : 


Where’er I roam, whatever realms I fee, 

My heart untravell’d fondly turns to thee; 

Still to my brother turns, with ceafclefs pain, 
And drags at each remove, a lengthening chain. 


It is impoffible not to be pleafed with the ¢ untravell’d heart,” 
and the happy image of ‘ the lengthening chain ;’_ neverthelefs, 
it may be fomewhat difficult to conceive how a heart untravell’d, 
can, at the fametime, make farther removes. 


The following fimile is equally juft and magnificent; and is 
one of thofe real beauties in imagery, which have the power of 
pleafing univerfally, by being at once obvious to the mind, and, 
at the fame time, poflefling native dignity enough, to fecure 
them from that indifference With which things frequently con- 
templated are beheld. 


Impell’d with fteps unceafing to purfue 

Some fi¢eting good that mocks me with the view, 
That, like the circle bounding earth and tkies, 
Allures from far, yet, as I follow, flies. 


‘The ‘Fraveller fits him down (as he fometimes inelegantly ex- 
prefies it) onan eminence of the Alps, and from thence takes a 
view of the feveral kingdoms that lie around him; not with the 
contracted eye of a Monaftic, but with the liberal fpirit of a 
man, who rightly confiders, and embraces, the general bleff- 
ings of Providence : 


When thus Creation’s charms around combine, 
Amidft the ftore, ’twere thanklefs to repine.. 
*T were affectation all, and fchool-taught pride, 
‘To fpurm the fplendid things by Heaven fupply’d. 
Let {chool-taught pride diffemble all it can, 
‘Thefe little things are great to little man ; 
And wifer he, whofe fympathetic mind 
Exults in all the good of all mankind. 
Ye glittering towns, with wealth and fplendour crown’d, 
Ye fields, where fummer fpreads profufion round, 
Ye lakes, whofe veffels catch the bufy gale, 
Ye bending fwains, that drefs the flow’ry vale, 
For me your tributary ftores combine ; 
Creation’s Heir, the world, the world is mine. 


He then enquires whether fuperior happinefs be the lot of any 

rticular country ; but concludes that, though every man thinks 
‘moft favourably of his own, Nature has, in general, obferved 
aa equality in the diftribution of her bounties : 


Yet, 
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Yet, where to find that happieit fpot below, 
Who can direé&t, when all pretend to know? 
The fhudd’ring tenant of the frigid zoné, 

Boldly afferts that country for his own, 

Extols the treafures of his ftormy teas, 

And livelong nights of revelry and eafe ; 

The naked Negroe, panting at the Line, 

Boafts of his galden nds, and palmy wine, 
Bafks in the glare, or ftems the tepid wave, 

And thanks his Gods for all the good they gave. 
Nor lefs the Patriot’s boaft, where’er we roam, 
His firft beft country ever is at home. 

And yet, perhaps, if ftates with fates we fcan, 

Or eftimate their blifs on Reafon’s plan, 

Though Patriots flatter, and though Fools contend, 
We fill fhall find uncertainty fufpend; 

Find that each good, by Art or Nature given, 

To thefe, or thofe, but makes the balance éven: 
Find that the blifs of all is much the fame, 
And patriotic boafting Reafon’s fhame. 


Yet though this patriotic Boafting may not have its foundation 
in truth, it is amongft thofe pleafing errors that contribute to 
our happinefs ; and he who fhould labour to undeceive us in this 
inftance, would be employed in the tri/fe Mdinj/lerium of making 
us miferable.: Weought, indeed, never fo far to cherifh an at- 
tachment to our native country, as to fhut out the inhabitants of 
different nations from our benevolence or good opinion, but 
while our innocent entbufiafmn only indulges a preference of funs 
and foils, it will always be our prudence to retain it. 


Nature, a mother kind alike to all, 

Still grants her blifs at Labour’s earneft call ; 

And though rough rocks, or gloomy fummits frown, 
Thefe rocks, by cuftom, turn to beds of down. 


Nothing is more true; but is not the Authot’s propofition con- 
trovertible, in which he maintains, that there is in every ftate a 
peculiar ptinciple of. happinefs ? 


Hence every ftate to one lov'd bleffing prone, 
Conforms and models life to that alone. 

Each to the favourite happinefs attends, 

And f{pdrns the plan that aims at other ends ;. 
?Till, carrféd toexcefs in each domain, 

This favourite good begets peculiar pain. 


It is certain that every individual has a peculiar principle of hap- 
pinefs; but does it therefore follow, that a ftate compofed of 
thofe individuals fhould have the fame? rather the contrary, 
where there muft neceflarily be fo many different opinions con- 
cerning the very exiftence of happinefs. Jt is, in truth, with 
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{tates as with private men; they appear to be actuated rather by 
cafual circumftances, than to purfue the general good upon any 
eftablifhed principle. We find that what is the objeét of public 
attention in one reign, is totally changed in another; and that 
as intereft, power, and caprice prevail, political fagacity is for 
ever varying its principles and practice. ‘The character of a 
people is not always the fame: as they vary, their ideas of hap- 
pinefs are varied too, and that in fo great a degree, that they 
can fearcely be faid to have any fixed or determined principle. 
But though oar Author makes no great figure in political Philo- 
fophy, he does not fail to entertain us with his pottical de- 
{criptions ; * 


Far to the right, where Appennine afcends, 
Bright as the fummer, haly extends ; 
Her uplands floping deck the mountain's fide, 
Woods over woods, in gay theatric pride ; 
While oft fome temple’s mould’ring top between, 
With venerable grandeur marks the {cene. 


- Could Nature’s bounty fatisfy the breatt, 
The fons of Italy were furely bleft. 
Whatever fruits in different climes are found, 
That proudly rife, or humbly court the poor 
Whatever blooms in torrid tracks appear, 
Whofe bright fucceflion decks the varied year ; 
Whatever iweets falute the northern fky, 
With vernal lives that bloffom but to die; - 
Thefe here difporting, own the kindred foil, 
Nor ask luxuriance.from the Planter’s toil ; 
While fea-born gales their gelid wings expand, 
To winnow fragrance round the {miling land. 


But fmall the blifs that fenfe alone bettows, 
And fenfual blifs is all this nation knows. 
In florid beauty proves and fields appear, 
Men feem the only growth that dwindles here, 
Contrafted faults through all their manners reign, 
Though poor, luxurious, though fubmiffive, vain ; 
Though grave, yet trifling, zealous, yet untrue, 
And even in penance planning fins anew. 
Allevils hefe contarninate the mind, 
"That opulence departed, leaves behind ; 
For wealth was theirs, nor far remov'd the date, 
When commerce proudly flourifh’d through the flate: : 
At her command the palace learnt to rife, 
Again the long-fall’n column fought the fkies 
The canvafs glow’d beyond even Nature « arm, 
The pregnant quarry teem’d with human form, 
But, more uniteady than the fouthern gale, 
Soon Commerce turn’d on other fhores her fails 
And late the nation found, with fruiclefs fkill, 
Their former ilrength was now plethorie ilt. 

Yet, 
















































er F EU 








GokpsmiTn’s Traveller, a Poem, 


Yet, though to fortuneloft, here ftill abide 
Some fplendid arts, the wrecks of former pride; 
From which the fecble heart and long fall’n mind — 
An eafy compenfation feem to find. 

Here may be feen, in bloodlefs pomp array'd, 
The pafte-board triumph and the cavalcade ; 
Proceffions form’d for piety and love, 

A Miftrefs or a Saint in every grove. 

By fports like thefe are all their cares beguil'd, 
The fpotts of children fatisfy the child; 

At fports like thefe, while foreign arms advance, 
In paffive eafe they leave the world to chance. 


When ftruggling Virtue finks by long controuly 
She leaves at laft, or feebly mans the foul ; 
While low delights, fucceeding faft behind, 
In happier meannefs occupy the mind: 
Asin thofe domes, where C2fars once bore fway, 
Defac’d by time, and tottering in decay, 
Amidft the ruin, heedlefs of the dead, 
The thelter-feeking peafant builds his thed, 
And, wond’ting man could want the larger pile, 
Exults, and owns his cottage with a finile. 


The defcription of the people of Italy is not lefs juft tha 
that of their country is picturefque and harmonious: but has 
not the Author, towards the conclufion, laid open a redoubre 
which the Moralift ought never to give up, when he reprefents 
the Italians as a happier people when fallen from their virtue ? 


When ftruggling virtue finks by lone controul, 
She leaves at lait, or feebly mans the foul; 
While low delights fucceeding faft behind, 

In happier meannefs occupy the mind. 


How very unfavourable to the interefts of Virtue to conclude, 
that low delights have power, even in their meannefs, to make 
us happier ; for if-happinefs be the end and aim of our Being, 
who would not feek it through thofe paths by which it appeared 
moft acceflible ? ‘The truth, however, is, that. Happinefs, like 
every thing-elfe, is to be eftimated according to its quality. The 
Author has declared, that fenfual blifs is all that the Italians 
know; but will he confequently maintain, that thefe low de- 
lights, this meannefs of enjoyment, could make the Jtalians hap- 

ier than the confcious pleafures of that virtue which they had 
loft, and the higher and more rational fatisfactions of the mind? 
—We are forry to find fuch an argument deducible from his 
poem. ‘The inftance he adduces of a peafant’s finding himfelf 
happy in a cottage formed out of the ruins of an imperial pa- 
Jace, affords no proof in this cafe; for it doth not appear, that 
the peafant had fallen from his virtue: moreover, there is not 
the leaft fimilitude in the circumftances, 
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GoLpsMITH’s Traveller, a Poem. 


Let us now accompany the Traveller in his profpect of a very 
different people : 


Turn we to furvey 
Where rougher climes a noble race difplay, 
Where the d/eak Swifs their ftormy mabfions tread, 
And force a churlifh foil for fcanty bread ; 

No produé here the barren hills afford, 

But man and fteel, the foldier and his {word. 
No vernal blooms their torpid rocks array, 

But wipter lingering chills the lap of May ; 

No Zephyr fondly fooths the mountain’s breaft, 
But meteors glare, and ftormy glooms invett. 
Yet ftill, even here, Content can fpread a charm, 
Redrefs the clime, and allits rage difarm. 





Though poor the peafant’s hut, his feafts though fmall, 


* He fees his little lot, the lot of all; 

Sces no contiguous palace rear its head, 

To fhame the meannefs of his humble fhed ; 
No coitly Lord the fumptuous banquet deal, 
‘To maké him loath his vegetable meal ; 

Bus calm, and bred in ignorance and toil, 
Each with contracting, fits him to the foil. 
Chearful at morn he wakes from fhort repofe, 
Breafts the keen air, and carols as he goes; 
With patient angle trolls the finny deep, 

Or drives his vent’rous plough-fhare to the fteep ; 
Or feeks the den where fnow-tracks mark the way, 
And drags the ftruggling favage into day. 

At night returning, every labour fped, __ 

He fits him down the monarch of a fhed; 
Smiles by his chearful fire, and round iurveys 
His childrens looks, that brighten at the blaze : 
While his lov’d partner boaftful of her hoard, 
Difplays the cleanly platter on the board ; 

And haply too fome Pilgrim, thither led, 

With many a tale repays the nightly bed. 


Thus every good his native wilds impart, 
Imprints the patriot paffion on his heart. 
Dear is that fhed to which his foul conforms, 
And dear that hill which lifts him to the forms; 
And as a babe, when {caring founds molef, 
Clings clofe and clofer to the mother’s breaft ; 
So the loud torrent, and the whirlwind’s roar, 
But bind him to his native mountains more. 


Thefe are the charms to barren ftates aflign’d ; 
Their wants are few, their wifhes all confia’d. 
Yet let them only fhare the praifes due, 

If few their wants, their pleafures are but few ; 
Since every want that ftimulates the breaft, 
Becomes a fource of pleafure when redreft. 
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Hence from fuch lands each pleafing fcience flies, 
That firft excites defire, and then fupplies ; 
Unknown to them, when fenfual pleafures cloy, 
To fill the languid paufe with finer joy ; 
Unknown thole powers that raife the foul to flame, 
Catch every nerve, and vibrate through the frame. 
Their level life is but a fmould’ring fre, 

Nor quench’d by want, nor fan’d by ftrong defire ; 
Unfit for raptures, or, if raptures chear, 

On fome high feftival of once a year, 

In wild excefs the vulgar breaft takes fire, 

Till, buried in debauch, the blifs.expire, > 


But not their joys alone thus coarfly flow: 
Their morals, like their pleafures, are but low, 
For, as refinement ftops, from fire to fon 
Unalter’d, unimprov'd their manners run, 
And love’s and friendfhip’s finely pointed dart, 
Fall blunted from each indurated heart ; 
Some fterner virtues o’er the mountain's breaft 
May fit like falcons cow’ring on the nefts 
But all the gentler morals, fuch as play 
Through life’s more cultur’d walks, and charm our way, 
Thefe far difpers’d, on timorous pinions fly, 
To fport and flutter in a kinder fky. 


It would be fuperfluous to point out the beauties of this defcrip- 
tion: they are fonatural and obvious, that no eye can overlook 
them—W hether the feverity of a Helvetian winter chills the lap 
of May, when no Zephyr foothes the breaft of the mountain ; 
whether the hardy Swifs fees his little lot, the lot of all; breafts 
the keen air, and carols as he goes; drives his plowfhare to the 
fteep, or drags the ftruggling favage into day— the whole is beau- 
tifu) Whether he fits down the monarch of a fhed, and 
furveys his childrens looks, that brighten at the blaze; or enter- 
tains the pilgrim, whofe tale repays the nightly bed—the whole 
is {till beautiful—but the fimile of the babe is fomething more; 
there is a grandeur as well as beauty in the application of it. 





Thofe moral and intellegtual refinements, which at once em- 
bellifh and add to the happinefs sof life in cultivated focieties, 
could not be expected among fuch a people as this: the want of 
them, and of thofe various inferiour pleafures they bring along 
with them, is very properly confidered in this elegant defcription. 


But behold a people almoft of a different f{pecies ! 


To kinder fkies, where gentler manners reign, 
Weturn; and France difplays her bright domain, 
Gay fprightly land of mirth and focial eafe, 
Pleas'd with thyfelf, whont all the world can pleafe, 
How often have | led thy {portive choir, 
With tunelefs pipe, befive the murmur.nz Loire? 
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Where fhading elms along the margin grew, 
And frefhen’d from the wave the Zephyr flew ; 
And haply, tho’ my harth touch faltering flill, 
But mock’d all tune, and marr’d the dancer’s {kill 3 
Yet would the village praife my wond’rous power, 
And dance, forgetful-of the noon-tide hour. 
Alike all ages. Dates of ancient days 
Have led their children through the mirthful maze, 
And the gay. grandfire, {kill’din geftic lore, 
Has frifk’d beneath the burthen of threefcore. 


So bleft a life thefe-thoughtlefs realms difplay, 
Thus idly bufy rolis their world away: 
Theirs are thofe arts that mind to mind endear, 
For honour forms the focial temper here. 

Honour, that praife which real merit gains, 

Or even imaginary worth obtains, 

Here paffes current; paid from hand to hand, 

Jt fhifts in fplendid traffic round the Jand ; 

From courts to camps, to costage? it ftrays, 

And all are taught ah avarice of praife ; 

They pleafe, are pleas’d, they give to get efteem, 
Till, feeming bleft, they grow to what they feem, 


But while this fofter art their blifs fupplies, 
It gives their follies alfo room to rife : 
For praife'too dearly lov’d, or warmly fought, 
Enfeebles all internal ftrength of thought, 
And the weak foul, within itfelf unblett, 
Leans for all pleafure on another's breaft. 
Hence oftentation here, with tawdry art, 
Pants for the vulgar praife which foals impart $ 
Here Vanity affumes her pert grimace, 
And trims her robes of frize with copper lace ; 
Here beggar pride defrauds her daily cheer, 
To boaft one {plendid banquet once a year ; 
The mind ftill turns where fhifting Fafhion draws, 
‘Nor weighs the folid worth of felt-applaufe. 


There is fomething whimfical in the former part of this defcrip- 
tion, where the Author reprefents himfelf as playing upon fome 
inftrument, and the French dancing to it: but whether this: 
were fa¢t or fancy, is of little confequence. The charaéteriftics, 
in the paflage beginning with. ¢ fo bleft a life,’ are very juft, 
and ingenioufly {truck out; yet neither is the defcription of the 
French nation, nor that of any other introduced in this poem, 
full, or perfect, ‘The Author has contented himfelf with exhi- 
biting them in a fingle point of view; fuch an one, indeed, in 
which they are generally beheld: but the lights are much 
ftrengthened by the powers of poetic genius. 


The Poet next makes a tranfition to Holland, and from 
thence 
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thence proceeds to Britain ; but we muft now refer the Reader 
to the pocm itfelf, which we cannot but recommend to him as 
a work of very confiderable merit. 7 L, 
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The Statutes at Large, from the 24. Year of the Reign of King George 
the Third, to the End of the laft Seffion of Parliament. To which is 
prefixed, a Table of the Titles of ali the public and private Statutes 
during that Time. With a copious Index. And an Appendix, cong 
fijing of obfolete and curious Acs, fome of which were never before 
printed, Volume 1X. By Owen Ruffhead, Eg; 4to. 155, 

King’s Printer, and Law Printers. 


H1iS very valuable Edition of the Statutes is now 

compleated. ‘The learned and indefatigable Editor, ia 
his Preface to the firft Vol. (See Review Vol. xxwiii. p. 61.) 
endeavoured to explain the method of pafling our ancient acts of 
parliament, and to reconcile fome contradiétory authorities on 
that fubject. He likewife offered fome general obfervations on 
the Statute Laws of this kingdom ; and coricluded with f{pecify- 
ing the plan he propofed to purfue throughout the courfe of the 
work: from which, we are affured (in his addrefs to the Reader, 
prefixed to this ninth and laft yolume) he hath found no reafon 
to make any deviation.—-[t now therefore only remained, as he 
obferves, Prefatory Addrefs, p. i. to take notice of fuch matter 
as hath fince occurred in his progrefs through thefe volumes ; ag 
alfo more particularly to explain the method which hath been 
purfued in ‘the arrangement of the table; and laftly, to give 
fome account of the Statutes which are printed feparately, in the 
Appendix. And this Mr, Ruffhead hath done, with his ufual 
perfpicuity, accuracy, and depth of obfervation. ‘There are 
likewife fome remarks of a more general nature, on fubje&s of 
no fmal] import to the Public; fome of which we fhall lay be- 
fore our Readers, i> : 


Of the famous Statute, of the 4th of Henry VII..c. 19. (in-, 
ferted in the Appendix) ** inflicting the penalty for decaying of: 
“ houfes of :hufbandry, or not laying of convenient land for the 
‘¢ maintenance of the fame,” he gives the following account. 
‘ About this time; fays Lord Bacon *, ‘inclofures began to b2 
frequent, whereby arable Land, which could not be manured 
without many hands, was turned into pafture, which was eafily 


managed by a few herdfmen ; and the tenancies for years, lives, . 
and at will, on which moft of the yeomanry fubfifted, were turn- 


* Lord Ba¢gon, Vol. II. p. 294. 
E4 ed 


RuFFHEAD’s Edition of the Statutes at Large. $$ 






























—— —— ap neni. 
Re . . 
, 7 + 
z 4 
q an 


‘ 








56 RuFFHEAD’s Edition of 


ed into demefnes, ‘This bred a decay of people, and by confe- 
quence, a decay of towns, churches, tythes, and the like. This, 
in the end, was attended with a diminution of fubfidies and 
taxes { for the more gentry, the lower is the book of fubfidies, 
T’é remedy this inconvenience, the legiflature devifed a very 
prudent expedient, ‘They did not abfolutely forbid enclofures, 
for that would have been forbidding men to improve their patri- 
mony : neither did they compel tillage, for that would have been 
to ftrive againft nature: but they took a mid-way, which re- 
drefled the grievance by way of confequence. For they enact- 
ed, ** That all houfes of hufbandry, which were ufed with twen- 
ty acres of ground and upward, fhould be maintained and kept 
up for ever, together with a competent proportion of land to be 
ufed and occupied with them.” By this means the houfes be- 
ing kept up, did of neceffity enforce inhabitants ; and the pro- 
portion of land to be occupied with them, did require fuch in- 
habitant to be a man of fub{tance, who might keep fervants, and 
contribute to the improvement of agriculture. This tended 
greatly to increafe the military ftrength of the nation; as by 
means of thefe farms, a great part of the lands of the kingdom 
were thrown into the hands of the yeomanry or middle people, 
who were of a condition between gentlemen and peafants, and 
made excellent infantry +. Harrington and other political wri- 
ters, very juftly confider this aét among the principal caufes 
which concurred to throw the power into the hands of the peo- 
ple. Indeed it was the ruling policy of this Prince, to raife the 
commons by deprefling the nobility. With this view were the 
Statutes made againft retainers, which deprived the lords of 
their dependants, being moftly young gentlemen of family, wha 
anade excellent horfemen, ‘Thus, as by thefe laws: the nobility 
Joft their cavalry, fo by the Statute before mentioned, they were 
alfo deprived ‘of their Infantry: and the weight of both was 
thereby thrown into the popular fcale.’ 


_The learned Editor hath alfo a ftriking remark on the 3r. 
Henry VIII. c. 14. (in the Appendix) ‘* For abolifhing di- 
<¢ verfity of opinions in certain articles concerning Chriftian 
*¢ Religion.” ¢ This,’ fays he, ¢ and fome other very: fingu- 
Jar acts of this reign, feem to be levelled more againft the Pope 


than againft Popery. By this act it is moft folemnly ‘refolved 


+ It is fubmitted to public confideration, whether fome provifion is 
not requifite at this time, to prevent the engrofling of large farms into 
one hand: for though it may be more for the prefent eafe and benefit 
of the landlord to have one overgrown opulent tenant, than to have 
feveral of moderate cirgumitances; yet fuch a monopolizing of farms 
feems to have a manifelt tendency to depopulate the kingdom. — 
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and agreed, that priefts may not marry, and that private maffes, 
and auricular confeffion, are expedient, and neceflary to be re- 
tained: with other extraordinary refolutions, which it is made 
felony without clergy to contradict, 


‘ Of a piece with thefe refolutions, are feveral claufes of this 
act, which confound al] degrees of oftence, and all diftinétions 
of morality. By the 8th claufe it is ena¢ted, ** That if any 
prieft keep or ufe any woman, to whom he is, or hath been 
married, or with whom he hath contracted matrimony ; every 
fuch carnal ufe, open converfation, &c. fhall be adjudged fe- 
lony, as well againft the man as againft the woman,” * But, 


‘ By the th claufe it is enaéted, ‘* That if any prieft do car- 
nally ufe, and accuftom any woman, or keep her as his concu- 
bine, as by paying for her board, maintaining her with money, 
array, or any gifts, &c. that then he fhall forfeit-all his goods, 
chattels, and benefices, &c.: and fuffer imprifonment: and of- 
fending after convigtion, fhall be adjudged guilty of felony.” 


¢ Thus we find that a prieft cohabiting with a wife, (the, ma- 
lum probibitum by this Statute) was deemed guilty of felony in 
the firf inftance: whereas by cohabiting with a concubine, he 
only incurred the forfeiture of goods and imprifonment for the 
firft offence ; and was not deemed guilty of felony until the /- 
cond. - So that an offence againft the refolutions of the convoca- 
tion and parliament, was deemed. of-a more heinous nature than 
a violation of the laws of religion and morality.’ 


What next claims.our obfervation, is the remarkable a& of 
13 Car. 2. c. 33, entitled, ‘* An act for preventing abufes, 
in printing feditious, treafonable and unlicenfed books and pam- 
phlets ; and for regulating printing, and printing prefles.” Our’ 


Editor’s ftrifures on this act are as follow :—‘ By this act,’ fays: 


he, ‘ printers are forbidden to publifh any heretical, feditious, 
Schifmatical ox offenfive * books, and all books and pamphlets are 
to be licenfed by particular hicenfers appointed according to the 
nature of the fubject, and the number of printing prefles are 
fis] hereby limited. 

¢ The troubles which had fubfifted in the late reign, had given 
birth to a free fpirit of political enquiry, which this ftatute was 
calculated to fupprefs: and it is obfervable, that this a& is 


founded on a decree of the Star Chamber +, made in the year 


* The word Ofiafive is a word of dangerous latitude: but the words 
are copied /rerarim from the Star Chamber decree, of which mention 
will be made hereafter. 


+ This decree is fo fearce, that it is imagined there is only. one copy 
exact, which is preferved in a private library. 
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1637, which it copies without any material variation, except, 
that by the decree offenders gre to be punifhed as by the Hbo- 
nourable Court of Star Chamber, or the High Commiffion Court, 
fhall be thought fit; whereas by the act they are to be punifhed 
by difability to exercife their profeffion, and fuch farther punifh- 
ment, not extending to life or limb, as the ‘Fuflices of the King's 
Bench, or of Oyer and Terminer, &c. fhall think fit. It is re- 
markable alfo, that the preamble to this decree of the Star 
Chamber takes notice of divers decrees and ordinances made 
for regulating printers and printing, in the reign of Queen Eli- 
gabeth, which are faid to: have been defedtive in fome particu- 
Jars, From hence we may. fee what carly attempts were made 
to reftrain this invaluable liberty, So intolerant is the nature 
of power, wherever lodged, that they who have laudeft exclaimed 
againft fuch reftriction as a badge of flavery, were no fooner 
invefted with full fway, than they began to work on the fame 
principles of oppreflion. About the year 1644, the. parliament 
made ordinances for reftraining the prefs, which were framed on 
the plan of the above Star Chamber decree; and againft which 
Milton publifhed a treatife, called Areopagitica }. 


* This a& was laft continued by 1 Fac. 2.¢. 17. for feven 
years from June 1685; but being incompatible with the noble 
principles of the revolution, it has never fince been, and it is 
to be hoped never will be, revived *,’ 


There are divers other interefting obfervatians in this preface ; 
for which we refer the Reader to the book. 


On the whole, we cannot but congratulate the Public on the 
completion of this moft perfect, and (from the fize in which it 
is printed) the moft commodious, as well as leaft expenfive edi- 
tion of the Statutes at. Large, which has yet appeared.—When- 
the edition, now publifhing in O&avo, by another learned Bar- 
rifter +, is finifhed, we fhall not fail to apprize our Readers 
thereof, 


t There is an edition of the Areopagitica publifhed by A. Millar in 
1738, with a fenfible and fpirited Preface, by Mr. Thomfon, Author. 
of the Seafons. 


* It is impoffible, however, on this occafion to avoid lamenting the 
many flagrant initances, wherein the liberty of the prefs has been late- 
ly abufed by fuch wanton and indifcriminate fcurrility, as tends to 
make public cenfure lofe its effect, and render men callous to the ftings 
of reproof. 


.¢ Danby Pickering, Efg; See Review vol. xxviii. p. 78——224% 
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AnEffay on the Conflitution of England. 1 s. 6d. 8vo, Becket, &c, 


HERE is fearce a word in the Englifh language fo fre- 
quently ufed, and fo little underftood as the word Con- 
ftitution. If nothing more is intended by’ it than to exprefs 
the feveral component parts of Government, or, as the Poli- 
ticians phrafe it, the feveral orders of the ftate, all men muft 
agree fae its fignification: but if we take into the idea, the 
feveral powers vefted in thofe orders, it will then be difficult to 
define it.. Indeed taking the word as including the latter idea, 
jt does not admit of a precife and permanent definition; for as 
thofe powers are liable to flu€tuate from a variety of adventi- 
tious: circumftances, which make the political fcale at different 
times preponderate in favour of different parties, what is called 
the Conftitution muft neceflarily vary with- every accidental 
change. | , , 


The fenfible Author of the Effay before us feems to be tho- 
roughly. apprized of thefe difficulties, and has treated this im- 
portant fubject on very juft and comprehenfive principles. © It 
may be obferved however, without derogating from his merit, 
that the principles on which he grounds his obfervations, are in 
fubftance no other than what Harrington has eftablifhed in his 
Oceana. . But our Effayift has illuftrated thefe principles with 
fo much ingenuity, and has given them fuch a new turn, that 
they wear the appearance of originality, , 


In the beginning he very properly obferves that every Go- 
vernment is or fhould be defpotic, and that every chief ma- 
giftrate is, or fhould be an Autocrator for the time being. . . . 
The man, fays he, who is defirous of effectually governing any 
nation, fhould fet himfelf ne rowed to find out in what ‘fet of 
hands the power of that nation happens at the time to be lodged, 
* And having made the difcovery, to ufe the proper means of 
perfuading them to conftitute him their head and reprefentative, 
From an exact knowlege of thefe conftituents, he continues, 
arifes an exact knowlege of the Conftitution of each country, 
and the juft application of ‘all the general maxims of Govern- 
ment, which, however wife they may be in themfelves, may, 
by mifapplication, produce the very reverfe of what is expected 
from them, | | 


Thefe principles he illuftrates in the following manner, 
There is no, maxim, fays he, more.univerfally received than 
this, that the well being of the people is the fupreme law, and when 
well underftood there is none more true nor more ufeful for the 
prefervation gf the order and: happinefs of a fate, But “> 
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adds it muft be underftood by the word people, that part only 
which is conftituent of the fupreme magiftrate, and to whofe 
interefts and opinions he muft ever pay a religious regard. He 
concludes this paflage with remarking that the advantages of 
good Government, by which he means fimply that which is 
able to procure to itfelf perfect obedience, extend, without any 
particular attention of the rulers, to thofe who are not, as we 
as to thofe who are, their conftituents, 


To this conclufion, however, we can by no means fubfcribe ; 
for though what our Author calls good Government, may, in 
Turkey for inftance, be for the advantage of the Mar vis, 
or ts a powers, that is of the Janizaries, yet we are far 
from thinking that the connection between man and man is fo 
clofe, that fuch advantage will neceflarily extend, in due pro- 
portion, to the fubordinate clafles. 


Our Author, in the next place, proceeds to apply thefe prin- 
ciples to the Hiftory of England, and fhews that the diforders 
of our Government have been owing to a want of due atten- 
tion tothem. This he particularly exemplifies in a fhort ac- 
count of the memorable Reign of Charles the Firft: at the 
fame time he confefles that the caufe affigned is in no degree ade- 
quate to the effect. And we muft, fays he, have recourfe ta 
fome other, to account for the violence, outrage and cruelty witia 
which this oppofition was conducted and finifhed, 


‘ The rich, who in the houfe of Commons .began this op- 
pofition, had for its prétext what they efteemed illegal methods 
of levying money; a fubject, on either fide of which, laws, 
cuftoms and precedents might have been urged without end, and 
the opponents might have grumbled long enough without a drop 
of blood being fpilt.. Remonftrances might have been voted, 
and anfwers given; parliaments diflolyed and others called, 
with much effufion of words only. In the courfe of thofe civil 
wranglings, the King would probably have found out that, by 
communicating to a few of the leading men amongft the new 
conftituents, a certain fhare of the emoluments of government, 
out of which they might again retail to their conftituents that 
fhare which in juftice belonged to them, he might have been 
fupplied with money from fome more plentiful fource than ton- 
nage, poundage or fhip-money. Neither, had the new_powers 
been willing to come to blows, were they a match for their 
King. The people in the country were ftill much influenced by 
the old gentry, moft of which were attached to the Crown. 
The Scots, to whom tonnage and poundage was heathen Greek, 
would have followed their natural inclinations for royalty, and 
taken up arms in its defence on the firft fignal, It was in the 
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city of London alone, (not the moft warlike part of the king- 
dom) that there was a poflibility of finding fuch a band of dif- 
affection as would dare to attempt any thing violent againft the 
perfon of the King and his minifters. 


< On the other hand, theKing was not engaged in any fo- 
reign war, and his occafions for money were not fo great but 
that he might have found means of fupplying them, without 
calling parliaments, till fuch time as he found out the proper 
methods of rendering them more tractable ; and the executive 
power being ftill in his hands, and ftill acknowledged by all to 
belong to him, it is not eafy to conceive from what quarter a 


rebellion could arife, which he could not have eafily quafhed, 


with the ruin of thofe who fet it on foot. 


¢ Things were in this fickly, but not mortal ftate, when the 
unhappy King fet a project on foot, fo much the reverfe of what 
is ufeful and prudent, that he muft have forfeited with pofterity, 
all pretenfions to the character of a man of fenfe, had not his 
fentiments and conduct in this refpect been» countenanced by 
thofe of all the Princes of his age. Having been religioufly edu- 
cated, he had been taught by thofe who had taken upon them the 
care of his early education, particularly by his father, that a 
national Church, with all its rites, doctrines and form of go- 
vernment, was fo infeparably a part of the ftate, that they 
muft both ftand and fall together; an opinion founded upon 
the moft fhallow and fallacious reafoning, in oppofition to the 
moft univerfal experience. But Charles had long believed it te 
be juft, and having ftill a regard for his old teachers, was eafily 
brought to believe, that the new and uncommon oppofition he 
met with, was owing to the encreafe of puritanifm, whereas 
it is probable that the increafe of puritanifm was the confequence, 
rather than the caule of oppofition. Be that as it will, he was 
refolved to ftrengthen himfelf, and what he apprehended to. be 
the conftitution of his country, by exerting an extraordinary 
zeal for the Church of England, efpecially for thofe circum- 
{tances in which it was moft diftinguifhed from that of the pref- 
byterians and other diflenters whom he meant, at the fame ti 
to weaken and diminifh, by all manner of difcouragements. 


© The pooreft man in the nation has a foul to be faved as well 
as the richeft, and, confequently, no tax, no impoft, no excife 
can be fo univerfally odious as that which is laid upon confcien- 
ces. It may be, therefore, eafily believed that the rich and am- 
bitious commoners, hitherto baffled in their attempts to reduce 
the Crown to terms more favourable to themfelves, would be ve- 
ry active in fomenting the diftontents which this ill advifed mea- 
{ure 
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fure occafioned; and that a zeal, firft feigned, afterwards 
real, would encreafe the number of the puritans, who, in their 
turn, would enter-no lefs heartily into the ftate interefts of thofe 
who fo warmly ftood by them in their fpiritual. Thus every 
patriot took to the finging of Pfalms, with all his-might; and 
every pfalm-finging cobler joined his yoice to baul againft ftate 
grievances, from the feeling of which, the meannefs of his con- 
dition had entirely exempted him. 


© But Charles did not ftop here. If he had, his church politics 
would have, perhaps, been only attended with a flow encreafeé 
of that difaffe&tion which had been nurfed under his father’s 
reign, by the like principles and conduét, and he might have 
gone to the grave, cadavere toto, and without feeling, to any 
gteat: degree, the bad effects of it. But not contented with 
making the epifcopal government and rites univerfal in Eng- 
Jand, where they were already the legal eftablifhment, his’ ill- 
councelled zeal hurried him to attempt the fame in Scotland, 
where the prefbyterian was the national worfhip, and zealoufly 
profefled by the: greateft number of the people. Hereupon 4 
tumult, begun, as ufual, by the loweft of the populace, was 
followed by aflociations of thofe of middle rank, and headed by 
fome of the principal nobility; who were glad of an opportu- 
nity of exercifing their turbulent and ambitious {pirits, on a lar- 
ger theatre than their own country afforded. 


© Thefe dogs of war being once Let loofe, it was eafy for their 
more cautious and more difperft brethren in England to join in 
the fray, and to bring the unhappy King into that train of dif- 
ficulties, from whence his courage was unable to extricate him ; 
but, on the contrary, obliged thofe who had been moft forward 
in oppofition, t6 feck their own fafety in his deftruGtion.’ 


Our Author from hence ‘is fed to confider the effects of reli« 
gious animofities. In difcuffing this fubject, he refers to the 
ftaseof Religion among the ancient Romans, which he juftly 
obferves, was the religion of the magiftrate. 


“© On the other hand, the Chriftian religion, defigned in a pe-. 
culiar manner for the éftablifhment of peace and good-will 
amongft men, was ufhered into the world without the concur- 
rence of the civil magiftrate, and difclaiming all pretenfions it- 
felf to wordly power. During the life of its great Founder, and 
of thofe Apoftles to whom he delegated his divine power, it ap- 
peared in this amiable fhape only ; but foon after, falling un- 
der the management of mere men, it became fubje& to all the 
corruptions apd inconveniences to which human affairs are lis 
able. i] 
© The 
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© The communion of goods amongft thofe who received: the 
do&trines of Chrift, an inftitution feemingly fo. well adapted ta 
the benevolent {pirit of them, was the great and obvious caufé 
of this corruption; and while it operated: rapidly in increafing 
the number of thofe who received thefe doctrines, operated no 
lefs rapidly in counteracting the good effects of them. For the 
care of managing and diftributing this public money being com- 
mitted to certain officers, chofen by all the members of this cor- 
poration out of their body; they, when the ftock increafed to a 
certain degree, found: their office fo agreeable, that they {pared 
no pains in order to get themfelves elected into it. Every means 
that avarice or ambition could fuggeft was deemed lawful, and 
and all the arts of loquacious fophiftry employed by buftling 
men, to draw the multitude from one another; till the plain, 
pure and ufeful doétrines-of Chrift were drowned in: an oceart 
of metaphyfical quibbles, in nowife calculated to improve-the un 


derftandings, any more than the morals, of thofe to whom they- 


were addreiled. 


‘ In the mean time, the various advantages, fpiritual and tem- 
poral, attending the being members of fuch a corporation, pro« 
duced one in every town; and thefe being united by the fame 
name and intereft, kept up a reciprocal correfpondence and af 
fiftance from town to town throughout the vaft Roman Em- 
pire.’ | 


By degrees however, he obferves, thefe good people under 


the notion of religion and brotherly charity, were in realit 
raifing a formidable republic, an imperium in tmperio, united b 
the two ftrongeft ties, religion and worldly intereft, and which 


did not acknowlege the authority of the civil magiftrate. But 


at length, he adds, fome of the Popes own legionaries, in a fit of 
difcontent mutinied, and appealed to the Chriftian people ; dif- 
covering to them that charter of their antient rights, the Bible, 


which the eftablifhed hierarchy, in the fullnefs of their Secu- — 


rity, had neglected to deftroy. 


He next takes into confideration the influence which religious: 


profeffions had over the contending parties diftinguifhed by the 
names of Whig and Torie. The Tories, he obferves, having 
been long ufed to profefs a particular zeal for the eftablifhed 
Church, contrived certain religious tefts, which, like fieves, 
fuffered only thofe of their own caliber to pafs through into 
places of truft and profit; while the Whigs in their turn, tak- 


ing advantage of certain particularities in the newly eftablifhed | 


Government, contrived political creeds, which the Tories, who 
had long profeffed an adherence to the doctrines of hereditary 
midefealible right, were not able to fwallow. 


These 
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Thefe pretended principles and diftinQions however, he 
rightly obferves, were nothing more than temporary tools of 
faction. . . And if laying afide cant terms, we agree to call 
the refpective parties by the name of Oppo/fition, we thall feldom 
fail of obferving a moft fatisfactory agreement betwixt their 
name and their conduct. 


He then defcribes the effects of the oppofition againft William 
the Third, which, according to this Author, was the means 
of raifing the nation toa degree of glory unknown to former 
ages. 

¢ Toexplain this, it is neceflary to take notice, that before the 
reign of King William, no method was known of raifing money 
for the exigencies of the year, except that of levying equivalent 
taxes or impofitions, which; when great, as muft neceflarily 
happen in times of war, were much felt and complained of by the 
people in general, without any part of them being gainers by the 
public lofs; fo that, altho’ a foreign war was often made a pre- 
tence by former Kings and minifters, in order to obtain a fum 
of money, there was nothing they in reality more dreaded. But 
now a method was happily devifed of abundantly fupplying the 
Crown without burthening the people, by means of voluntary 
coritributions of thofe who were eager to contribute any fums of 
money, soyenant {even or eight per cent.; while the good peo- 
ple of England were kept eafy, by having no more taxes im- 
pofed on them than were barely fufficient to pay the annual in- 


,tere{t of the fums fo advanced. 


¢ As this method was tried at firft with caution, both by thofe 
who borrowed and thofe who lent the money, the good effects 
of it were little felt during the reign of King William; who 
lived to the laft in a factious and tottering ftate: but from the 
firft difcovery of this {cheme of anticipation we may date that 
great change in the Conftitution, which has brought England 
and Great Biitain to that heighth of power to which it is fince 
arrived. From that moment the ability of England for carry- 
the on foreign war, began to manifeft itfelf, firft in unprofitable 
fquabbles about what was called the Balance of Europe; but 
afterwards in ufeful conquefts on her own account, in all quar- 
ters of the globe. From that moment the Conftitution of Eng- 
land began to be actuated by a fpirit fomewhat fimilar to that 
which actuated the Conftitution of ancient Rome; where a fo- 
reign war never failed to ftop the mouths of the Seditious, and to 
put an end to domeftic broils. War, in England, became ad- 
vantageous to almoft every rank of men: the poor wifhed for it, 
as the greater demand for labourers encreafed the price of labour : 
the rich wifhed for it, as the greager the demand for money, 
the 
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the greater the advantage to thofe who were poffeft of it: while 
thofe in the adminiftration of government were eafily perfuaded 
into a meafure which, with fuch univerfal approbation, put fuch 
unlimited power into their hands.’ 


Our Author proceeds to obferve that with the debt of the 
nation, fo grew in proportion, its credit ; and, by degrees, pro-~ 
duced a new fet of conftituents ; who without being geceflarily 
conneéted with the land, with the trade, with either of the 
Houfes of Parliament, or with any corporation or regular body 
of men in the kingdom, became no lefs formidable than they 
were ufeful to Government. 


Thefe reflections are undoubtedly juft: the conftituents here 
intended have, in many late inftances, proved themfelves formi- 
dable indeed. It is to be wifhed however that adminiftration 
had lefs need of them; for furely that Government mutft be 
upon a very unnatural eftablifhment, in which a fet of men, 
who have no natural connection with any one order of the 
ftate, fhall have it in their power to give laws to themall. But 
while they maintain this unnatural afcendency, minifters muft 
pay their court to them; for, as our Author very juftly ob- 
ferves, in the conclufion of his Effay, they muft govern men 
by applying to their interefts. 


‘ The paffions and follies ‘of men are often of great ufe for 
their better fubjection and severeenent: but they are too tranfi- 
tory and fluctuating for a f{tatefman to confide in for any length 
of time. Their interefts are much more fimple,, much more 
conftant, and much more intelligible, both for the governors and 


the governed; and therefore a much more folid foundation for 


a lafting eftablifhment. The-zeal for the Church, fo efficacious 
in the laft years of Queen Anne, like a blaze of ftraw, was foon 
burnt out, and left thofe who rejoiced over it in cold and dark- 
nefs : while thofe who had unadvifedly kindled it became fenfi- 
ble of their error, and were careful never to hazard the like 
again. By the Convocation being no longer fuffered to delibe- 
rate about church matters, the church, that is, the clergy, 
ceafed to be a feparate body from:the ftate; and feeing no hopes 
of preferment but from the good-will of the ftate-rulers, all 
creeds, with the controverfies necefiarily attending them, were 
laid afide ; they contenting themfelyes with the quiet exercife 
of their legal rites, and the quiet enjoyment of their legal reve- 
nues. 


© Thus the religion of the magiftrate, which fo many fools and 
tyrants had in vain endeavotired to eftablifh by fword and faggot, 
was eftablifhed under ‘the benign influence of King George the 
Firft, without either coft ox pains, From that time Religion 
_. Fan. 1765. F has 
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has been no more capable of being ufed as a tool of faction ; 
and will, therefore, never more be mentioned in this Effay.’ 


Upon the whole, we recommend the attentive perufal of 
this ‘Traét, to fuch of our Readers as are defirous of being ac- 
quainted with the true principles of Governments, which if they 
were better underftood, would prevent fo many ignorant zea- 
lots from being mifled by every piece of political trafh which 
appeals to their paffions and prejudices. 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 


For JANUARY, 176s. 
ReEticious and CONTROVERSIAL. 


Art. 1. Some brief Remarks on fundry important Subjects, neceffary 
to be underftood and attended tr, by all profeffing the Chrifhian 
Religion. Principally addreffed to the People called Quakers. By 
John Griffith. 8vo. 1s. Hinde. 


R. Griffith comes, piping-hot, from the New Birth, and is fo 

full of the excellence of Regeneration, and his experience of 
the Lord’s Dealings with him, that we cannot but deem fo ditlinguifh- 
ed and favoured a perfon, exalted above the reach of criticifm, as far 
as all other Enthufalts are beyond the dominion of Reafon, and the 
power of Argument, 


Art. 2. 4 Review of an Effay on Prayer, entitled, Some Thoughts 
on religious Worfhip, particularly in Public. By a moderate 
Proteftant Diffenter. -8vo. 6d. Wilkie. 


The Effay here reviewed by a moderate Diffenter, is a paper publifhed 
in a late periodical work, entitled, The Library: fee N® for May 1762. 
The Writer of the prefent tract, is a ftrenuous Advocate for extempore 
prayer; and feems to be not a little difpleafed with certatn Gentlemen 
who have lately diflinguifhed themfelves among the Diffenters, in fa- 
vour of pre-compofed and ftated forms. What he has here urged, with 
regard to the primitive mode, the preper rule, and the mof eligible man- 
ner, Of Chriltian worfhip, deferves to be attentively confidered, 


Art. 3. Fofephi Exonienfis Henochifmus: Sive, Traétatus de modo 
~ ambulandi cum Deo. 12m0. 18. Oxonii, Prince. Sold by 
Rivington in London. | 


: A thort, plain, practical treatife, recommending and explaining the 

duties’ of piety, and walking with God. AA R 

aes PoLITICAL. 

Art..4. The Quack: du Empirical Efay. To be continued occa- 
Sionalty, 
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PoLITICAL. 


foonally. By Timothy Probe-all, M. M.D. Profeffor of 
Phyfic for the Mind, in the Univerfity of London, and 
Member of the Academy of Sciences in Grub-ftreet. 4to. 
rs. 6d. Wilkie. 


We have here a State-Quack, a political waggifh Dogtor, whofe 
mental phyfic is by no means unpalatable, and, at the wortt, is perfect- 
ly innocent. ‘The following is one of his Hand-bills, * extracted from 
the medical writings of Horace.’ 


Whome’er Ambition’s raging fever quells, _ 
Or thirfty Avarice with dropfy fwells, 
On whom the lethargy of Luxury preys, 
Whom gloomy Superftition’s frenzy fways, 
Cit, Statefman, Blood, Sot, Madman, what you pleafe, 
To Change, toCourt, Moorfields, or Harris’s, 
The Quack fhall follow, and in order due, 
Each tainted wretch with ftriét attention view ; 
Probe their foul ulcers, fearch them to the quick, 
And, fpite of Flattery, tell them they are fick, 


N.B, Though this advertifement is in verfe, the Do®or’s packet is 
made up in profe; and he himfelf mounts the Stage as Merry-Andrew. 


Art. 5. The Speech of Jofeph Galloway, Efq; one of the Mem- 
bers for Philadelphia County, i Anfwer to the Speech of John 
Dickinfon, Efq; delivered in the Houfe of Aflembly of the 
Province of Pennfylvania, May 24, 1764. 8vo. 2s. Phila- 
delphia printed. London re-printed by Nicoll. 


In our Catalogue for O&tober, we mentioned Mr. Dickinfon’s fpeech 
againft the petition drawn up by order, and then under confideration of 
the Houle, praying his Majefty for a royal, inftead of a proprietary, Go- 
vernment. This reply from Mr. Galloway, a Gentleman who has lon 
been converfant with public affairs in that province, is a manly and {pi- 
rited, tho’ not a very correct, production. Some ftrokes in it were 
judged too perfonal by the Gentleman at whom they were aimed, and 
who expreffed his refentment, firft, by a challenge; but not obtaining 
{atisfa€tion by that means, he put up his {word, drew forth his"pen, and 
produced the following article, viz. 


Art. 6. 4 Reply to a Piece called the Speech of “Fofeph Galloway, E : 
By John Dickinfon. 8vo. Philcied dee printed. » E/q 


In this fecond performance, Mr. Dickinfon, who, it feems, is a Gen- 
tleman of confiderable eminence in the Law, feverely animadverts on 
Mr. Galloway’s fpeech ; and is more than even with him on the fcore 
of perfonalities: and for which, indeed, both parties are juftly liable 
to public cenfure The pieces publifhed by thefe Gentlemen are never- 
thelefs worthy of attention, even in this country; as they ferve to convey 
a pretty clear notion of the important fubject of this new Pennfylvanian 
conteft: yet we cannot but wonder that a man of Mr. Dickinfon’s abi- 
lities fhould, in his anfwer to Mr. Galloway, take no notice af. the ma- 
flerly Preface to the laft-named —e Speech, by another Hand. 
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This Preface, fuppofed to be written by Mr. F———+n, is of itfelf 2 
very confiderable traét, of thirty-five pages; and exhibits a fuccinct 
view of this controverfy, ¢oncerning the propofed change of Govern- 
ment in that country, which was once fo happy under the influence of 
the wife and falutary fyftem of William Penn, the great Founder, and 
firft Proprietor, of this hitherto flourifhing colony. 





Art. 7. Remarks on the Budget; or, a candid Examination of the 
Faéts and Arguments offered to the Public in that Pamphlet. 8vo. 
6d. Wilkie. 


As we entered not into the merits of the faéts and arguments contain- 
ed in the celebrated Budget, it would look like partiality, fhould we 
now defcend to particulars, in refpect to this different {tate of the prin- 
cipal of thofe facts, eflimates, and calculatioas; which are here con- 
tefted, in a manner that mutt {trike the attention of every impartial, in- 
telligent Reader.——Thofe who have given any confiderable degree of 
credit to the reprefentations and arguments thrown out by the Author 
of the Budget, and have been thence induced to form their notions of 
the political merit of our Adminiftration, in regard to the late treaty of 
peace, will do well to perufe thefe remarks on that famous anti-mini- 
terial performance ; and we will venture to promifé, that they will find 
in them, fome particulars well worth their obfervation. 


Art. 8. 4n Addrefs to both Parties. 8vo. 6d. Wilkie. 


Among the many ill effects of our prefent party-difputes, this Writer 
thinks one good one has arifen out of them, which it is the defign of this 
Addrefs to pointout, and turn to the public advantage. From the 
Reftoration, to the prefent year, he obferves, there never was a time, 
when the character of King Charles I. and the principles of the whole 
race of the Swarts, were fo well underftood, and fo univerfally con- 
demned, as during thefe laft two years. One party among us, has 
been perpetually declaiming againit them as a race of tyrants, and 
charging the other with being their friends. The latter abfolutely dif- 
claim this, and fay, itis acalumny founded upoma mean artifice of their 
opponents. ——~An unprejudiced By-ftander will commonly obferve in 
party difputes, that both fides are in the wrong: inthe prefent cafe, our 
Author thinks both in the right—*‘ fo far as they profefs themfelves the 
friends of Liberty, and enemies to that tyrannic houfe.” But, left 
he may have judged too charitably of either, he prdpofes a Telit, by 
which the public may prove the fincerity of each. His fcheme is, to 
abolith the religious commemoration of the 30th of January, which he 
confiders as a § folemn mockery of the Almighty, by fetting apart aday 
of fafting for fo bad + a man as Charles I. and for repeating a fervice in 
which he is reprefented as a faint and amartyr ;’—wherein * the Com- 
pilers have colleéted together the feveral paffages of Scripture which de- 











_——— 


+ That Charles was a bad man, and an enemy to his people, the 
Addreffer fuppofes to be a point in which all parties are now agreed 5 
ind therefore he contents himfelf with a very brief reference to fome 
notorious inftances of his mifbehaviour, in order to fix the true idea of 
his character, 
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PoLirTICAL 


fcribe the character of the Pfalmift, and of our blefled Saviour, and 
have applied them to him !—To fpeak in fuch very high terms of aman 
whofe character we inwardly condemn, is a difingenuity to which no 
boneft man ought to fabmit; but to do this in our devotions, is affront- 
ing met Maker in the a& of worhhipping him, and is adding impiety to 
guganne/s !” 

Our Author thinks this an happy juncture for attempting to get rid of 
this abfurd anniverfary affair.——*‘ If, fays he, the Leaders in the pre- 
fent Adminiftration have, as I entirely believe of them{, a jut fente of 
the nation’s happinefs in the expulfion of the Stuarts, and the fucceffion 
of a better family, if they are real enemies to the tyrannical and arbi- 
trary principles which Charles I, fo earneftly adopted,—they cannot 
with for a fairer opportunity of gaining a vitory over their opponents, 
than that which now offers itfelf, by their moving for abolifhing the ob- 
fervation of a day fet apart for fainting the Stuarts,’ to whom they are 
accufed of being fo mach attached. ‘Is.it poflible, adds he, for us to 
atk of them a better proof of their Joyalty? What friend of Li- 
berty is there in the kingdom, who will not embrace them as Whigs, 
after having delivered our church from the embarrafiment of this folema 
day of triumph to Toryifm?—On the othershand, what man io his 
fenfes will not ever after treat with contempt ar Oppo/ition’s affefting to 
talk fo much againft the Stuarts, if ¢bey fhall dare to oppofe fuch a mor 
tion ?’—Should it be thought there is any danger of the Adminiftration’s 
being weakened by this meafure; in anfwer to this fuppofition, the Ad- 
dréfier undertakes to thew, that, on the contrary, they are more dikely 
to gain firength by it: but, for his arguments on this head, as alfo. for 
his various reafons, tending to convince the Gentlemen of the Minority, 
that they, efpecially. thould efpoufe this propofal, we refer to the pam- 
phlet; which feems to have been written with a laudable zeal for the 
extin¢tion of party-fpirit among us, as well as “for the honour of our 
church, and the credit of the nation. But whether the fcheme he fo 
earneftly recommends, be at this time fo very expedient, as he feems to 
conceive, may be a matter of doubt with fome; while others may ap- 
prehend it to be altogether inexpedient at any time. We have‘heard, 
that a motion of this kind was brought into the Houfe fome years ago, 
where it was warmly oppofed by the High-church party; on which a 
gallant-{pirited Wihig rdéfe up, and declared himfelf againft the:motion= 
giving this memorable reafon for it :-———‘‘ I would, {aid he, have this 
day eternally commemorated, that future Princes may be annually puc 
in mind, what Epglifimen dare do, when their Kings prefume to in- 





-vade their Liberties!” 


t He really feems to be a fincere Advocate for Lord Bute in particu- 
lar, and Jabours-to prove, both him and his family, to have ‘been re- 
anarkable for their attachment to the Houfe of Hanover. 


Art. 9. 4 Letter to the Public, containing -fome important Hints re- 
lating to the Revenue. 8vo. 1s. Bladon. 


The hints contained in this Letter, are, indeed, of Great im- 
rtance, more than-may, perhaps, appear at firft fight to every Reader. 
They chiefly relate to a matter which the public-fpirited, and very able 
F 3 Whiter 
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Writer juftly confiders, as the root from whence many public evils have 
fprung, or may hereafter fpring, viz. ‘ The allowance, by way of 
* Fees, of acertain rate, more or lefs, for every pound, to Six Offices 
‘in the Receipt of Exchequer, or fome of them, on all Sums of 
* Money whatever, great wd teil within a mere trifle, iffued or paid 
* there, as well for the public, as on account of the civil lift, in all 
* cafés where they have not been exempted therefrom by authority of 
‘ Parliament.’ ‘he enormity of this great and growing mifule of the 
public money, is fet forth by our Author, in fuch a manner, as muft 
convince every attentive Reader, of the crying neceffity there is for a 
reformation of the evil complained of: an evil by which every indivi- 
dual in the kingdom is, more or lefs, affef&ted; becaufe, as the Letter- 
Writer obferves, ‘ every individual fum unneceffarily charged to the pub- 
lic account, muft end ultimately in increafing the taxes: and furely, 
adds he, while you boaft of your freedom, you muft look upon a free- 
dom from unneceflary taxes as an effential part of it.” 

We fay no more: but as the Writer feems to be thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with his fabje&t, we heartily recommend his hints to the ferious con- 
fideration of thofe efpecially, who may have it in their power to con- 
tribute, in. any degree, towards the reformation of abufes in the admi- 
niftration of public affairs in general, and-of this greatly burthenfome 
article of Office-Fees, in particular. 


Art. 10. Confiderations on the Legality of General Warrants, and 
the Propriety of a Parliamentary Regulation of the fame. To 
which is added, a Pofifcript, on a late Pamphlet concerning Fu- 
ries, Libels, &c. 8vo. 1s. Nicoll. 


A Writer who undertakes the defence of General Warrants, ought 
to be O4edipus, Non Davus.- As well might he attempt to make an E- 
thiop white: nay, as well might he attempt to communicate patriotifm 
to a Prime Minifter, or candour to the Leader of a Faétion. But if we 
judge aright, all that this Confiderer means, is to prove himfelf the 


moft ob{equious humble fervant of the ruling powers. ’ R _ Aa 


MEDICAL. 


Art. rr.° Curfory Remarks on the Method ‘of inveftigating the 
Principles and Properties of Bath and Briftol) Waters; fe 
forth in ATTEMPTS to revive ancient medical Doétrines; and in 
an ATTEMPT to aftertain and extend the Virtucs of thefe 
Waters: Both by Alexander Sutherlana, M. D. of Bath and 
Briflol Het-Wells. By C. Lucas, Doéor of ; Phyfic, of 
Rheims, Leyden, and Dublin; and Member of the Royal 
College of Phyficians in London. 8vo. 1s. Printed at Bath, 
and fold by Hawes and Co. in London. 


Dr. ‘Lucas, in his Account of ‘the Bath Waters, proved, by va= 
rious experiments, ‘that thofe ‘waters are impregnated’ with an acid, 
which. generally predominates while’ they are in the natural ttate; Dr. 
Sutherland, neverthelefs, in his Actemp s, hath undertaken to fhew,.in 
Oppofition to Dr. Lucas, that the Bath waters are impregnated with 
Julphor, That both thefe Doctors cannot be right, is moft certain ; 
and 
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MEDICAL. RE 


and Dr. Lucas hath here condefcended to make a fevere attack on poor 
Dr. Sutherlaod, who certainly is by no means a match for this celebrated 
Controverfialift.. Indeed, Dr. Lucas feems confcious, that by honouring 
Dr. Sutherland with thefe Remarks, he was paying him an unmerited 
compliment; for, fays he, ‘ I mutt confefs to you,® it [Dr, Suther- 
land’s book] appears to me the moft ftrange, diforderly, immethodical, 
crude, and indigefted medley, that ever efcaped the pen of a man ca- 
pable of reading, fpeaking, or thinking.’ But, addrefling himfelf to 
his learned Correfpondent, he thus apologizes for his condefcenfion. 
‘ I fuppofe my good friend will hardly judge a work of this kind, 
worthy of ferious animadverfion: it will not admit of, nor, indeed, 
does it deferve it. To minds like yours, I need but fet down the 
groundlefs cavillings of this Writer, to expofe them {fufficiently: but 
we mutt pay fome deference to the great vulgar. Some of thefe are 
poffefled of this maffive volume, however they came by it;—with them, 
words, the laft words efpecially, carry conviction, and it is fit to unde- 
ceive them.’ ey 

In conformity to the contempt expreffed for his opponent, Dr. Lucas 
hath not been very grave or ceremonious with him; but hath treated 
him throughout with a pretty liberal portion of ridicule as well as 
feverity : as a fpecimen of which, we fhill quote his ludicrous farcafm 
on the fuppofed partiality of his North Britifh Adverfary in favour of 
Sulphur. After an ironical encomium on Dr, Sutherland, as a man of 
gars and /etters, he adds, ‘ Does not my candid Friend think me an 

ardy fellow, to take up the gauntlet thrown by fo potent a Champion ? 
Of this you will be farther convinced, ‘when you find the learned Gen- 
tleman, from pure pafriot principles, contends for fulphur in Bath Wa- 
ters; well knowing, that fince So/omon the fon of David fat upon the 
throne of Britain, there never was 2 time in which there was fo great a 
neceflity of having England plentifully ftered with brimftone, as thefe 
happy days in which our Author flourifhes 

This flourif of Dr. Lucas’s pen, however, We may venture to 
foretel, will fcarce bring the ingenious. Writer into play, as a Court 
Phyfician ;—at leaft, not in the reign.of Solomon the fon of David: 
whatever may happen in cafe a Rehoboam fhould afcend the throne, 
while Dr. Lucas remains in the way of worldly preferment. 

As to the medical merits of this soardverts , we refer to the traéct at 
large ; and for a farther idea of Dr. Sutherland and his performance 
here animadverted upon, we refer to a full account of it, in the 
XXIXth volume of our Review ; by which the Reader will perceive, 
that we have not deemed much higher of Dr. Sutherland’s abilities as a. 
Writer, than Dr. Lucas feems to do in thefe Remarks. 


* Dr. Nathaniel Barry, Fellow of the King and Queen’s College of Phyficians, 
and One of the Phyficians General to the army in Ireland ; to whom Dr. Lucas hath 
addrefled thefe Remarks, by way of Letter. 


Art. 12. Man-midwifery Analyfed, and the Tendency of that Prage 
tice deteéted and expofed. 4to. 18. R, Davis. 


The Authof of this pamphiet has conceived an implacable averfion 
F 4 10 
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to Men-tnidwives. Some months ago*, in a pamphlet he publifhed, 
entitled, 4 Letter to a young Lady, he treated them very feverely. This 

amphlet we recommended to the ferious confideration of the perfons 
Interefted in it; and no anfwer appearing, we fuppofe that circumftance 
occafioned the publication of this addrefs, ‘ To men in general, and to 
‘married nen in particular,’ How far the practice of Man-midwifery is 
altogether right or yA 2 we prefume riot to determine. Certainly, if 
women dre as well qualified, and which, indeed, they ought to be, there 
can be no neceffity for it; but if they are, as may be too pi. 
the cafe, ignorant of the duties of their office, it would be very har 
‘the fair fex thould fuffer on that account. The Author introduces this 
addrefs with a véry odd ftory ; which, even if true, is not at all to the pur- 
pofe, as the ignorance of one prattitioner, is not to determine the cha- 
rater of the whole body. He pretends to be a great advocate for de- 
cency, and to be angry with Dr Smellie for having defcribed the parts 
of generation in a woman, ina book of Midwifery, where certainly it 
may be of ufe; and yet he has himfelf tranfcribed the Do€tor’s words 
into hisown work, where it can be-of no ufe at all. As we have never 
heard that fuch liberties as he defcribes, are ufually, if ever, taken 
with pregnant women, we may juftly fuppofe this to be chiefly, if not 
altogether, an invention of the Author’s, to ferve a purpofe; and cer- 
tainly he aggravates matters very much, when he fays, ‘ Iron inftru- 
‘nents are almoft conftantly ufed ‘by men ;’ and muft keep very bad com- 
om! to hear fuch converfation as he writes of, pages Yo and 113 but 
or this we refer to the pamphlet, | 

‘ Tam not unaware, (he fays, p. 11, 12) that it will be here faid, 
‘that difficult labours require not only the fkill but ftrength of a man; 
‘rid that it would be impoffible to deliver fome women without inftru- 
‘nients. It may be fo.; but I will take upon me to fay, it only happens 
‘to fuch wonien who have been injured by hafty or forced labours with a 
former child, or by iron inftruments. It never happens to a woman with 
‘her firft child; nor it never happens'to the poor with any child; the 
‘yeafon is, ‘that they are not injured by former labours; and that nature 
‘3s the faithful and unerring midwife of the latter. I fee continual ac- 
‘Counts of the death of women in childbed, that are women of fafhion : 
I never hear in the country where I live, of the death of any of my 
urifathionable neighbours of this di/iemper, as Dr. Smellie calls it. When 
‘does a mare, acow, ahare, a rabbit, or any part of the brute creation, 
‘die in bringing forth their young? Never! And has Providence been 
‘fo careful of the prefervation of brutes, and left the nobleft part of her 
‘produ&tion indanger? Certainly, No.’ 

Where this Writer lives we kiiow not; but we can affure him, we 
have knawn feveral women die, undelivered, at their ful] reckoning, 
when they were left entirely to nature. Severdl others in labour, and 
others after delivery, when they were under the management of women 
only; nay, we have known the uterus invérted by a woman ; and thefe 

afes were not the canfequences of man-midwifery in a former labour, 
as they had always been attended by women. 

Indeed, 'We-eannot fee ‘how it.is poflible fonte women could have been 
delivered without inftruments; and are as much at a:lofs to perceive, 
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how a fécond labour could be rendered preternatural by any treatment in 
the firft delivery. We have heard-too; that many of the different kinds 
of the brate creation have died in parturition, and think it frange our 
Author fhould never-once hear of {ech a circumftance ! We may rea- 
dily excufe ‘his painting) Man-midwifery in its moft odious colours, as 
there may be private reafons for it, befide thofe he public! avows; bat 
we know not'how to excufe his fafehoods and an fepreteinations, nor 
how to fupprefs our indignation, when we read, page 23, the Sweeping 
claufe, which we do ‘not chufe to tranfcribe into our 3 but we 
venture to fay, that'what he there affirms, will fcarce be affented to 
thofe who are acquainted with the ftru€ture of the womb; for all fach 
muft know, that it is impoffible to be done: nor can we think, that 
any one ever attempted it, 7 | 

If ‘our Author fhould find ‘himfelf inclined to grow angry with us, 
we hope he will remember, that we here declare; it is not the man, nor 
his caufe, we find fault with; but we muft object to every mifreprefenta- 
tion of faéts, every appearance of deviation from truth :—which muft 
inevitably tend -to \hurt any caufe whatever, to obftrinct the progrefs oF 
seal {cience,. aud to injure the bef interefts.of mankind}. | . 


+ For fome of ‘the remarks in this article, we are obliged to 4\Gor- 
refpondent in the ‘country; with whofe fentiments we entirely. accord. 


Art. 12. 4 Letter to the Author of a Letter to a oung Li 
os * 8vo. 6d. Bal : ~ 


Since ithe foregoing article was. written (it being intended for lat 
amonth’s Review) appeared this reply to the pamphlet which, as we have 
above remarked, pafied fo long unanfwered. : 
The prefent Writer is a warm Advocate for the Men-midwives ; if he 
had ‘been fomewhat lefs warm, the caufe he defends would not have fuf- 
fered on that accoumt ; for, hot-headed Champions are notvalways the 
moft fuccefsful, be their:caufe what it will. He iswery fevere in ‘his 
perfonal glances at the Author with whom he contends, :aecufing him of 
uttering only falfhoods and mifreprefentations { ; and, in brief, as good 
as tells him, in plain ‘terms, that heis-a wery bad many A very bad 
method, this, of proving whether Midwifery ought to be confined to 
the hands of male or female Practitioners ! 

This Gentleman, neverthelefs, is candid enough to mention a fcheme 
for rendering the women Prattitioners more fkillful in their. profeffion, 
and which muft confequently tend to gain them a greater fhare of the 
bufinefs. He does not ‘doubt that they are as capable of ‘learning the 


_art, and that they would be able to perform, in moft cafes, as well as 


the men; but, as he juftly obferves, ‘ It is well known, . that the wo- 
men Practitioners of Midwifery are generally of the loweft.clafs and the 
moft ignorant of the people, fuch.as have not had, and indeed could not 
afford themfelves a proper education for their profeffion; fuch only as 
follow this employment for bread; and therefore it would be an ex- 
— : a Sis. PAGE. AEE 
t And this he does not merely afflert, but. he endeavours to make it 
appear, by contefting with him the principal pdints, and fuppofed facts, 
contained in the Letter.to.a young Lady. But thefe are things not to 
econtroverted ina general Review of Literature; - 
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cellent public charity, to appoint proper perfons to inftruét women in 
the practice of Midwifery, and pay them for their. trouble, and alfo to 
maintain the Pupils while they are learning that bufinefs; as then their 
fellow creatures would be delivered from the unhappy confequences of 
their ignorance. A certificate, under the hand and feal of the Inftru@or, 
that the is well qualified for her office, fhould be required of every one 
before fhe be allowed to practife ;—and fhe fhould not be obliged to get 
a licence from the Bifhop, as the cuftom now is, and which is her only 
qualification ; becaufe the Officers of his court are no Judges of her me- 
rit, nor do they pay any regard to it; for it is well-known, that every 
one who applies, is fure to obtaina licence, not only in Midwifery, but in 
Phyfic and Surgery, on getting any certificate of recommendation ;— 
and that not long ago, a very ignorant, illiterate Farrier and pretended 
Witchkiller, in Suffolk, obtained a licence from the Bifhop’s court in 
Norwich, to practife.as a Surgeon and Apothecary.’ 


POETICAL 


Art. 14.4 poetical Tranflation of the Fables of Phadrus, with the 
Appendix of Gudius, and an accurate Edition of the Original on 
the oppofite Page. To. which is added, a Parfing Index for the 
Ufe of Learners. By Chriftopher Smart, A..M. fometime 
Fellow of Pembroke Hall, Cambridge, and Scholar of the 
Univerfity. 12mo. 3s. Dodfley. 


If the Fables of Phadros were a proper book to put into the hands of 
children; for the purpofe of inftructing them in the Latin language, 
this edition andtranflation by Mr. Smart, would deferve the preference ; 
but, notwithftanding the inviting nature of the fubject, the book itfelf 
is very improper for the purpofe above-mentioned : for the Latin, tho” 
extremely elegant, is by no means eafy. Great variety of phrafeology, 
and numerous tranfpofitions, occafioned by the metrical difpofition of 
the words, are the caufe of this difficulty. But as too many of our 
Schoolmafters are equally ftupid and ignorant, fo we have known the 
Fables of Phzdrus given to the youngeft Learners; confequently this 
tranflation may ftill be of ufe.—Of the manner in which it is executed, 
the following fable may ferve as afpecimen. _ 

| The OLD LYON 
WuoeEver to his honour’s coft, 
His priftine dignity has loft, 
Is the Fool’s jeft and Coward’s fcorn, 
When once deferted and forlorn. 


With years enfeebled and.decay’d, a. 
A lion gafping hard was ‘laid : 
Then came, with furious tufk, a boar, Pty 


'To vindicate his wrongs of yore: 
The bull was next in hoftile fpite, 
With goring horn his foe to {mite : 
At length the afs himfelf, {ecure 
That now impunity was fure, 

His blow too infolently deals, 

And kicks his forehead with his heels, 
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Then thus the lion, as he dy’d, 

© Twas hard to bear the brave, he cry’d, 

© But to be trampled on by thee, 

© Js Nature’s laft indignity ; 

« And thou, O defpicable thing, 

“«. Giv’ft death at leaft'a double fting.” - L 


Art. 15. Mifcellaneous Reflections: or an Evening’s Mditation, a 
Poem. Addreffed to the Youth, By T.L. 4to. is. 64. 
Richardfon and Urquhart. ade | 
This Ewening’s Meditation is a poor imitation of Dr, Young’s 

Night-T houghts ; but our Author's twilight *eflz@ions are even more dark 


aad obfcure than thofe of the Doétor at midnight. Kb 


Art. 16. The Temple of Tragedy, a poetical Effty. ato. 18. 


This-appears to be the effort of a young imagination, fmitten with 
the fine Parisi of Poetry, and ravifhed with the high enchantments of 
ancient Heroifm and Druidifin ; but the Mufe has not yet acquired fuf- 
ficient ftrength of wing, to dart from the Cambtian cliffs, or to pierce 
the groves of Mona. 7 L ) 


Art.17. N°I. Of a Collection of felett, original, miftellancoug 
Poems, By JofiasCunningham. Folio. 1$/ 6d. Jones, 
At the end of this pamphlet is the following advertifement. 

*,* © Thefe Mifcellanies will be publifhed in ten Numbers, Prica 


fifeen fhillings in Sets, or one fhilling and fix pence each Number.’ 
If the Man be as poor as the Poet, he is areal obje& of chayity,. and 


"as fuch we recommend him to the benevolence of the public. L 


Art. 18. VY erfes on the Approach of Peace. Written in December 
1762. By L. Whitaker. Hull, printed; and fold by Horfs 
field in London, 


There is fomething in thefe verfes that inclines us to think better of 
the Author than we can of his performance. It would really be crimi- 
nal in us to encourage an honeft, and efpecially.a poor, man, to perfift 
in a mifapplication of his time and talents, only to increafe the herd of 
Poetafters, with which the Pamphlet-fhops, the Magazines, the Chro- 
nicles, the Evening Pofts, the Advertifers, the Gazetteers, the Weekly 
Journals, and even the very Almanacks, are‘peftered, It is faid, a ree 
medy has. been found for the epidemical diftemper among the cattle ;— 
we are forry that no one, in this noftrum-inventing age, has yet difco- 
vered a cure for the poetical murrain, by which fo many of his Majefty’s 
fabjects are totally loft—to fociety. . 


Art. 19. An Elegy to the Memory of the Right Hon. William 
Earl of Bath. 4to. 1s. Nicoll. 3 


A fevere fatire on the memory of a very great man, But, whatever 
may be the merit of this mock-Elegy, as a poem,—whatever might be 
the 
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the failings of the noble perfon whofe character is here fo illberally treat- 
ed, it was certainly mean, and to the laft degree unmaply, thus to in- 
fult the afhes, and trample on the fame, of one whom .death has ren- 
dered incapable of felf-defence !——~It is from this circumftance only, 
that we are induced to pafs without farther notice, 2 performance, the 


malignity of which mutt alone, render it highly obnoxious to every ge- , 


nerous mind. iv , 


Art. 20. Churchill Defended, a Poem. Addreffed to the Minority. 
: ato, 23. Flexney. «°° 
_ Written by an Angel, who was hanged, and buried in a Fifbing-town : 


* Gods! how I grow.an Angel as I read!” Pp. 10. 
* * 
. * See, fee, the hangman comes to flop my breath.’ ibid. 
1 @ . * . t : , . 
' * € T’ve long been buried in a.mean fih-town.’ pP- 23 L 


‘Ast. 21. An Elegy on the Death of the late Rev. Mr, Charle 
3 Churchill. ato. 1s. Field, 


We apprehend, the poetical friendsof the late Mr. Churchill would moft 
proper!y fhew their regard to his memory by their filence ; and, at the 
time, his Antagonilts would moft effeétuallyfteftify their generofity 

by the:fame means.—Our patriotic Bard, however, who calls himfelf an 
inhabitant of a fuffering county, feems to have been agtuated by.the 
noble principles of Freedom, and the love of his country, as well as 
by a veneration for the deceafed Bard, in the execution of his poem. 


But Melpomene ‘finiled not on his birth, Li . 


Art..22, The Wig, a burlefque-fatirical Poem. By the Author 
- of More Fun-¥ 4to. 1s. 6d, Flexney. 


A-drall account ofthe. origin, power, and fignificance of the Wig, 
jo which, as Dr. Young fays, fome are indebted for ee ns 
‘© A Name, 
** While either fhoulder has:its fhare of fame.” 


Thefe {portive {allies of the, Mufe, are perfeétly harmlefs at leaft ; and 

as we live in an age..whofe proper motto is vive /a bagatelle, we ‘thall 

¢.en join the langhing chorus, and:toaft The Wig. yy 
Nov.Ea s. , 


Art, 23. The -s and Aduentures vd Benjamin Brafs, an Irifh 
| Fortune-Hunter, y2mo. 2 Vols. 5s. Nicoll. 


_ Ben Brafs, an Helper in a\Gentleman’s.ftables in Ireland, robs his 
mafter, flies to England, and depending. on his perfonal qualifications, 
fets up for a Fortune-hunter. In this fcheme he is affjited by Fitapatrick 
anvdsifh chairmen, his coufin ; and:they both go through a-number of 
low adventures, jn:the intriguing way ;. till.after being difappointed ia 
all their fchemes, Brafs finds himfelf in a jail; and the chairman is in 
‘dimoit as bad a-fituation. ‘The work is fo far of a moral a fat 
villainy 
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villainy is not crowned with faccefs, but, on the contrary, meets with 
the deferved punifhment. We can fay nothing farther in its recom- 
mendation, except that there is, in fome few parts of it, a little dath of 
humour, particularly in the character and adventures of Fitzpatrick ; 
whofe abfurdities, and droll mifhaps, will fometimes raife a langh, if the 
Reader is not too nice in his. tafte for rifibility, and does not happen to 
recolleét, that the chairman is only a faint copy of Smollet’s Tom Pipes, 


MIsCELLANEOUS. 


Art. 24. Colonel Draper’s Anfwer to the Spanifh Arguments, claim- 
ing the Galleon, and refujing Payment of the Ranfom-bills for pre- 
ferving Manila from Pillage, Sc. Sc, 8vo. 18. Dodifley, 


A matterly refutation of Spanifh fubterfuge. What is now become 
of the boafted Punto of that nation? Poflibly, indeed, as Colonel Dra- 
per candidly fuggefts, the Court of Madrid hath been impofed on, by 
a partial reprefentation of the cafe, from the inhabitants of Manila. 
If fo, it is not to be doubted, but that either from the juftice of his 
moft Catholic Majefty, or the fpirited conduét of the Britifh Adminiftra- 
tion, or from a happy combination of both caufes, this important affair 
will be {peedily fettled, to the entire fatisfaétion of thofe brave injured 
men, who have fo long had their hard-earned reward with-held from 
them. The fubjeé& of this difpute hath been fo much detailed in the 
news-papers, that it is needlefs for us to mention particulars, 


Art. 25. The Beauties of Nature and Art difplayed, in aTour 
through the World. Arranged under the following Heads: A gé- 
neral Account of every Country, containing their Situation, Bounda= 

ries, Rivers, Air, Soils, Cities, Curiofitics natural and sa 
Animals, Vegetables, Foffils, &c. ce. Remarkable Laws, 
Cuftoms and Traditions of the Inhabitants of each Country: Their 
Antiquities, Revolutions, Inventions, Difcoveries, Improvements, 
&c. Extraordinary. Inftances of Longevity, Fertility, Earthe 
quakes, Inundations, Fires, and other public Calamities, &c. 
Mlluftrated with many Copper-plates and Maps, Small 12mo, 
14 Vols. 11. 8s. bound. J. Payne. 


There can fcarce be a more agreeable or ufeful book than this pretty 
Colle&tion, introduced into the libraries of juvenile Readers. -How 
much more profitably would our young Ladies efpecially, employ their 
hours of amufement, in the perufal of fuch acempilation, than in turn- 
ing over the worthlefs pages of the-far greater part of our modera Me- 
moirs, Adventures, &c. which ferve both to wate their time, and con- 
tamioate their minds! 


Art. 26. 4 Letter to the Fellows of Sion College, and to all the 
Clergy within the Bills of Mortality, and in the County of Mid- 
dlefex, humbly propofing their forming themfelves into a Society for 
the Maintenance of the Widows and Orphans’ of fuch Clergymen, 
To which is added, a Sketch of fome Rules and Orders fuitatle to 
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that Purpofé. By Ferdinando Warner, L.L. D. Rector of 
‘Queenhithe, ‘and Prefident of Sion College. 8vo. 6d. 
Davis and Reymers. 


The benevolent purpofe which is the obje& of this Letter, can never 
be too warmly efpoufed, or too afliduowfly recommended ;. and it is 
more than ftrange, that while’ the Clergy in many other parts of the 
kingdom have formed themfelves into focieties, and eftablifhed funds 
for the maintenance :and fupport of ‘their widows and orphans, thofe of 
London and Middlefex fhould have hitherto neglected an inftitution re- 
comhmerided by every argument of right economy ahd humanity.—— 
We are very fenfible, that many of thefe, by the profits of large pre- 
ferments, or by the concurrence of temporal fortunes, are placed above 
the apprehenfion of want, even for their furviving families; but fhall 
they be remifs in the affair, becaufe it comes not home to their own 
bofoms? Are there not many of their lefs opulent brethren, who have 
need of their affiftance and activity in fo important a point—who have 
need of their weight to eftablifh, and their liberality to encourage, fuch 
afcheme? Without doubt there are; and we earneftly recommend 
their caufe, not only to the wealthy of their own order, but of all ranks 
and denominations whatever. Le 

*,* Since writing the above, we learn with pleafure, that feveral 
meetings of the Clergy have been held at Sion College, for the pur- 

ofes here recommended ; that it hath been apyeed to form a fociety on 
Dr. Warner’s plan ; ‘and that acommittee hath been appointed to carry 


ahe fame into execution. - . 


Art: 26. The Cracker; or Flafhes of Merriment. A Colleétion of 
humourous Fireworks, never played off before. By Jeremiah 
Squib, Engineer. 12mo, 1s. Williams. 


The. principal thing to be taken notice of in regard to this Cracker, 
is the bouncing 74 which Mr. Squid has told in his title-page. ‘ Never 
played off before!’ Indeed, Mr. Squib they have, fifty times, for 
oughtwe know. The plain truth is this, we have here a colleétion of 
fach jokes and puns (and fome of them fufficiently ftupid) as have been 
printed andre-printed, over and over again, in every Jeft-book we have 
feen, for many years pait,: till they are become as ftale as a Bawd’s pre- 
tenfions to piety, or an hackney political Author's zeal for the good of 
bis country. 


Art. 27. Annotations critical and grammatical on Chap. 1. Ver. 1— 
14, of the Gofpel according to St.‘fobn. Being part of a Work 
particularly defigned for the U/e of young Perfonsy as an Introduc- 
tion to the Stutly of the Greek Tefament. To which is prefixed, 
a preliminary Difcourfe, exhibiting an eafy Method of Studying the 
Greek Language. By James Merrick, M.A. late Fellow of 
Trinity College, Oxford. 8vo. 6d. Newbery. 


_ When the labours. of Annotators are contemplated, only in the mi- 

nute, though toilfome, office, of diftinguifhing the various fignifications 
of words, in analyzing the complex modes of conftruQion, and making 
) nice 
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nice difcriminations, that tend to no material purpofe, they are con 
demned in general, as the Strenua inertia of learning ; neverthelefs, 
when it is confidered, how much the right underftanding of a paflage in 
any Author, .may depend upon the true acceptation of a fingle word, 
the accuracy of philological knowlege will appear, by no means, an un- 
neceflary acquifition, either with regard to facred or profane learning’; 
and though we cannot fay, that Mr. Merrick has done any thing of con- 
fequence in this fhort critical Eflay, we entirely agree with him, in his 
preliminary obfervations, that a knowlege of the facred text in its ori- 
ginal, will be beft cultivated and obtained, by tracing the Greek words 
that are made ufe of in the New Teftament, through their various figs 
nifications in profane Authors. f 
Art. 28. The Hiftory of the Marchionefs de Pompadour. PartIV. 
12mo. 2s. 6d. Hooper. 


This fourth and laft vol. is of a more political caft than the former 
parte, is confeffedly written by another hand, and abounds more with 
fpeculations than anecdotes. It is, however, as the former volumes 
were faid to have been, written bya native of France, and is tranflated. 
from the French manufcript, which may be feen at the Pablifher’s. 


Art. 29. The Infiruétive and focial Companion, i12mo. 1s. 
fewed. Field. 


An entertaining colle€tion of ftories and anecdotes, from Hiftory an- 
cient and modern, and from fome of the better fort of Memoirs, &c. 
&¢. Compilements of this kind, which ferve to amufe and inform the 
younger fort of Readers, without fullying their minds by any thing 
low, indecent, or illiberal, are of more value than the whole mob of 
Jeft-books put together. 


-Art. 30. An authentic Narrative of the Methads by which the Rob- 
bery committed in the Houfe of the Right Hon. the Earl of Har- 
rington, was difcovered. By Mr. James Beyill, Steward to 
Lord Harrington. 4to. 6d. Nicoll. 


A remarkable inftance, tending to fhew, ‘ that the moft fecret and 
beft conceried robberies-will always be brought to light, even from the 
flendereft accounts, and moft unexpected incidents, if the fame are pur- 
fued with the like a¢tivity, perfeverance and vigilance.’ 


Art. 31. dn Account of ‘Fchn Wefket, late Porter to the Earl 

. Harrington.  Inwhich is laid down an effeéiual Method for pre- 
venting Theft and Robbery. 8vo. 6d. Henderfon in Weft- 
minfter Hall. 


Contains nothing that can be depended on as fa&t. As to the 
effectual method for preventing Theft, &c. as mentioned in the title- 
page, we can find no fuch thing in the pamphlet, nor, indeed, do we 
apprehend, there is fuch a thing within the whole compafs of Po/fibility ; 
‘anlefs hand-cuffs, or thumb-fcrews, were clapped upon every man, wo- 
man, and child in the univerfe: but even that fcheme might fail, as 

: fome 
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fome rogues of genius might ftill contrive to take a purfe, or fteal art 
handkerchief, jf either their teeth or their feet were at liberty: for 
what were that, in comparifon with the exploits of Matthew Buckinger, 
or the Aight-of-foor man at the Spa? | 








SERMON 5S. 


:. The Church of God his peculiar Portion and Inheritance—opened and 

ved, in a Difcourfe on Deuteronomy xxxii. 9, preached at Seven- 

s in Kent, Odtober 14, 1764, and publifhed at Requeft. By Mi- 
chael Bligh. Keith. 

2. The Brevity and Vanity of human Life, confidered and improved—at 


St. Thomas’s, Southwark, Jan.1, 1765. For the benefit of the Free- | 
fchool in Gravel-lane. By j. Tailer. Buckland, &c. y 


— 





CoRRESPONDENCE. 


ME: R————d will fee, by this Month’s Review, that his 
Favour has been received. If we have the pleafure of 
hearing again from this Gentleman, he will pleafe to direé for 
Mr. Griffiths, to the Care of Meflrs. Becket and Dehondt, Book- 
. fellers, in the Strand. 


4 

> Far When Crericvus has learned to diftinguifh between the ' 
ts i ‘ ideas of Prieff and Clergyman, as in thefe days they are com- 
Bp A monly underftood and feparated, he will then perceive how little 

eh reafon he has to be offended with the Reviewers, for their want 
ei of refpect to the character generally implied under the fr/? de- 

af nomination: a character aslitele entitled to the reverence of , 
mankind, «that of a worthy Clergyman ioe their utmoft ve- Cavum ] 








neration 4nd efteem. His infinuation concerning a work 
which, he fays, is difperaged in the laft month’s Review, de- ' 
ferves no anfwer. If-he diftrufts the reprefentation given of 
that performance, let him read the book, and be convinced, 


We are obliged to the Author of Chrifianity older than the Re- 
) 








Eigion of Nature; but hope he will excufe our forbearing to en- 
ter into the fubject of his difquifition ; our attention being too 
much engaged by the productions of the Prefs, to admit of our 
taking into confideration the manufcripts that are occafionally 
fubmitted to our perufal. 





ER:RAT A. 


P. 19. In the title of the article beginning in that page, for 
earn between, &c. r. Correfpondence of Theodas 
Sy . 


P. 20. For reprinted here, r. reprinted it here, 





